
- 128 -

health. Low nutritional levels and unplanned and repeated pregnancies are also

aggravating factors.

3. Abused waaen

FaraaraPh 288

Gender-specific violence is increasing and Governments must affirm the dignity
of women, as a priority action..

Governments should therefore intensify efforts to establish or strengthen
forms of assistance to victims of such violence through the provision of shelter,
support, legal and other services.

in addition to immediate assistance to victims of violence against women in
the family and in society, Governments should undertake to increase public
awareness of violence against women as a societal problem, establish policies and
legislative measures to ascertain its causes and prevent and eliminate such
violence, in particular by suppressing degrading images and representations of
women in society, and finally encourage the development of educational and
re-educational measures for offenders.

F. Destitute women

par aaraph 289

Destitution is an extreme form of poverty. it is estimated that its effects
on large segments of the population in developing and developed countries are on
the increase. P+orward-looking Strategies to prosiote the objectives of the United

Nations Decade for women: Equality, Development and Peace at the national and
international levels are the basis for dealing with this problem. In addition
strategies already specified for the implementation of the International
pevelopment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade and the new

international economic order are sûggested in these recommendations. Governments
should therefôre ensure that the special needs and concerns of destitute women are

given priority in the above-mentioned strategies. Moreover, efforts being
undertaken for the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (1987) should
focus attention on the particular situation of women commensurate with their

relative needs.

.G. Women victims of trafficking and involuntary prostitution

Psr=aph 290

Forced prostitution is a fora of slavery imposed on women by procurers. it
is, interliae a result of econosic degradation that alienates women's labour
through processes of rapid urbanisation and migration resulting in underemployment
and unemployment• it also stems from Mowen's dependence on men. Social and
political pressures produce refugees and missing persons. Often these include
vulnerable groups of women who are victimized by procurers. Sax tourism, forced
prostitution and pornography reduce women to mere sex objects and marketable

conmodities.
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