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Background provides an account of the basic issue. It seeks to avoid 
excessive detail, but to draw on recent material as appropriate in order to 
set the context of current policy issues. Where Canadian policy prior to 
1987 was integral to the development of the issue itself, or where it is 
necessary for an understanding of the current Canadian position, it is 
included under this heading.

Current Canadian Position is based on statements by Ministers and 
responsible officials, and identifies recent developments in Canadian 
p ol i cy.

Pariiamentary Conwent is intended primarily to capture the formal response 
of the opposition parties. For the most part it relies on statements and 
questions in the House of Commons by designated spokespersons on foreign and 
defence policy. Committee hearings have been used primarily in the 
Background section, and when appropriate, in describing the current Canadian 
position.

Current References is designed for the most part to indicate only some of 
the most recent materials relevant to the issue; 
intended to be an extensive reference list.

the section is not

Further Reading contains a limited number of earlier references which the 
reader may wish to consult for more detailed background.

This year's Guide differs in certain respects from last year's, in part 
reflecting changing developments on the national and international scene.
The number of individual entries has been reduced from 36 to 31, by means of 
the following changes :


