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Consutatiie Group Discusses Non-Proliferation Polîcy Options

Mr. Beni Sanders, Ambassador for Disarmament Peggy Mason, Mr. Don McPhail and
Professor Ashûk Kapur at the Consultative Group meeting held in Cornwall on
Januaryli1 andl12, 1990.

The Consultative Group on Disarma-
nent and Armns Control Affairs met in
1ornwall, Ontaio, on JanuarV il and

fions that Canada might consider pursu-
ing in tiiree areas: safeguards and the
promotion of peaceful uses of nuclear
energy; encouraging univerai adherence
tu the Nil?'; and adjuncts and alterna-
tives to the NPT.

To set the context for its workshop dis-
cussions, the Group heard from three
speakers about the NPT itsef Mr. Don
McPhail, head of the Canadian delega-
tion tothe 1980 NPT Review Con-
férence andi now Speciai Ativisor to the
Prlvy Council Office in Ottawa, sug-
gested that while the NPT is an imper-

While the Treaty lias flot live<J up to ail
expectations, it lias served useful pur-
poses and lias a bright future if it is ef-
fectively defended.

After mucli deliberation in both
workshop and plenary sessions, the
Group offered a number of policy op-
tions, the majority of which fall into six
broad themes.

First, the Group called for greater
recognition of the underlying incentives
states have for developing nuclear
weapons, and for the deveiopmnent and
application of policies to reduce those
incentives. Proposais for regional
security arrangements, nuclear-weapon-
free zones and the application of
regional confidence- builIdin g measures
reflected such thinking. So, too, did sug-
gestions for augmented Canadian and
UN rotes in fostring regional security,
particularly through peacekeeping.

Second, the Group feit that Canada
should promote the creation of incen-
tives and clisincentives to encourage ad-
herence and discourage non-adherence
to the nuclear non-proliferation regime.
Suggestions were widely voiced for the
use of current nuclear trade arrange-
ments, development assistance and debt
relief as forrns of leverage to promote
greater compliance with regime prin-


