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contemplation of certain divine beatitudes and provisions
that were supposed to save men without mucli effort on
their part, just as the newer science (or the newer popular
science) lias gone too, f ar in the direction of tlie deification
of an unconscious nature whîch lias evolved. man and left
him to the same animal struggle that supposedly gave him
birth. Sometimes, of course, we are led to believe that
the teaching of evolution is ail to the effect that man has
won his place in the cosmos by endless struggle and effort,
and by the risks of endiess free choice-with the inference
that his future evolution wiil doubtiess continue to be
dependent on thie saine heroic attitude that lias always been
the key.-note of survival and success.

The one thing, however, that la moet needed by the
morality of to-day is just as firm a repudiation of the sup-
posed dogmatic certainties (they are really h*ghy hypo-
thetical constructions) of science in respect of man's essential
nature, as the earlier repudiation of supposedly absolute
religious systems and dogmas by the Protestants and the
humaniste of modern times. Ail scientiflo morality la viti-
ated by the fundamental failacy of wliat we may weil cail
the "sapectator " view of the universe, the view that forgets
the fact that nearly everything tliat we know about the
world ia seen through, our own experience and througli the
categories and points of view that we devise to make it
intelligible to ourselves. And this la the case apart alto-
gether from the confessed f ailure of the ethics of evolution,
either (1) to prove a coincidence between moral actions
and 11f e-giving actions; or (2) to invent any satisfactory
description of the characteristics of morality in termes of
mnerely natural processes. Ethica, in short, as we would
express it, reste not upon the f act of our being understanding
beings with'views and sentiments about things that fail
below the dignity of our own nature, but upon the fact of
our being active beinga with an initiative and a guiding
power that we cannot for one moment consciously surrender
-upon the simple fact that it la quite meaningless for us


