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Federal District of Ottawa
Ex-Mayor FREDGOOK, M J.1., Ottawa.

An iu'berestiug oauaerîe on municipal topies was
giiveu by Mr. Fred. ()ook, M. J. I., Ex-Mayor of OVVtawa.,
at thue first social gatuaîing df the year of the Caruadian
]>ivi8iou of the Institute of JournaliEte, h eld in Mont-
read. Mr. Oook's experienoe, gained by many yeara'
ser"rc ri mumicýal liV e; hie wide kuowiedge of Gan-
uaia con&tiions bis aequaintanceship midi ail the
public en m f Vhe Doinin by reasoi of! bis thirty
years' consocutirve ooewpamny-thýe record for Canada&-
of a seat inu the arliamentau'y Prfse Gallery, admirably
qualify lim to 6peak a;s au autuoaitr -on "cmundoipa
Problem ." Whdle sonue nuay noV agree with Mr. C!Ook'
conohisions, yet, we bbink, hie did a ïservice bo Canada
in emphssiziing the difference ln conditions betweeai
thxe <ities of Caniada aud Vhe -Uni'ted StaVes, anid in
urgiing cautioni before adopting forns of civic Goveru-
ment, wie~ih, whi1e flidung feTtile ground aeros the
bouindairy, mîight not 'be so well snited to the soil of thie

Doxniiioa. The chair was osoupied by thue Editr 0f
tis Journal, whlo ia Ohairmoan 0f the Oanaidian divi-
sion, and fluere was an excell~ent attendauce of the
representaive newspaper -mnu snd w'omn;o Montreal.

Mr. Cook sai~d a jourrialié was uguadly regarded as
a wialking ecyckpaedia; he was supposed to know
so'mething about evezryViing. Mauy of tihose puieent,
at delerernt imes ini lheir prd&ànlcapacity, were
brought inixo ontact with sivic legisleàtors. Hie tihought
it wiail, therefrmre, Vo talk Vo thein on municipal affaira
with special reference t»o the creatLion of Vhe proposed
"Federa. Disýtrict of O>tswa'" Thle nwoexentI iuad its

ia knowvuasthe Cm 3son loanf goe et. There
wa.s no phase of ixlitics, takdn-i -the wider definition of

f rom tlioee iii the United States. IReaing and obsermtbiox
wit.h regard Vo Aiercain cities, sa.id Mr. Cook, iuc1âmed
himVo the beilef th.at, apaxt froiru the apabhy Weerred
Vo, there ds also a revulsaion ýo£ feeling agaxnst thue elec-
Vian of men Vo emuicipal office iby poipular vote. By
tfins system a oity xnigihit geit good men, bhut, on the
ýother hand, officiais were often elàeted Vo oifce
who were absolutely un.fltted tor the position to which
they wexe oliosen, with the rasuit that there wae oreated
a system od graft aild maladiniâtation, until the
oitzens rose in theiT mniglit and devi3ed a mneaÈns to res-
store normal civic condiitions. Such maladuuastration
liad, iii large tmeaurec, led Vo tihe adoption of Vthi 5 fo-rm
of civie gove=iaenit in the United Statoe.

Th-ose who had carefully considered formas of muai-
cipal govarnment "Il knew that ne partieular form
could be an absolute panraca for the ills fromn which
cities 8ufferT0f. At the saine tirne îhe duty of Canadian
legiielators should ha Vo &elect the best features of civic
adnanidtrabiin anud aipply thein to exioting conditions6.
The methoàs employed might refult in a council so
large as Vo be unwieldy, 'but, onu the oliher baud, a C0111-
cil iniglit be so ýsmnall as to make the ruembers dliitators,,
anid unless soane check were pu~t on bluese members it
rniglut lc fiud di£Uciult to displaoe them.
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