
FARMERS' BIRD ASSISTANTS

Woulld it flot be possible for evcry
Child to have some occupation of bis or
her ow ehoice? Would there flot be
an education in following it that can
flot be derived from lessons assigned by
a teac1hcr? Do flot the very best les-
SOns grow ont of occupations? Is not
the sehool more or less artificial?

0f course, au occupation to have edu-
cational value mnust be pursfle( thought-
fullY. There is very little iii hoeing

turf-lipls as a, piece of drudgery, but tbere
is evcrything in raising turnips for plea-
sure or for profit, and in sueh case the
hoeirîg becornes a most intcresting per-
forrnance. So it is in every occupation.
It Ns neeessary to get irito things the
element of self-interest. Education is
rot a mnechanical. process but a living
proeess. The greatest educator said,
''I have eomne that tbey iniiglit have
if e.''
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With the commencement of tlic nest-
iflg scason 'ire are privileged to observe
the Won1drous ingenuity of God's; little
feathcred architeets, a malority of
whom have ret-urned to Manitoba from
distant zones, perehance fiown bigh
above roar of sea, storni in the jonrney

* trom islan ds wheî'ein climatie condi-
tion permits bird life to spend wiinter

* ini eomfort and ample sustenance.
The wvriter does not profes,4 to be

a Practical exponent of Manitoba 's or-
fl ithologicaI features. Nevertheless,
residence of mnany years in this province
h as furnished him opportunity to study
i ts bird life and the application of
Such toward its ceonomie value to agri-
Culture

1 -Jually by the first weck of May, a
greater par t of the bird mi gration~ has
arrlvýed in Manitoba. Adequate pro-
tction Of inisect worms or inseet de-

toYing birds has become a ques~tion
Of vital importance to the farmer. With-
ir receflt date it bas been coniputed
that if the famlily of insgect devouring
b irds became extinet in- Manitoba, with-
in" a few years the grain fields could not
POssiblY raise a crop. TJntil even a
recenlt period certain birds highly valui-
able in the extermination of insct pests
Were erroneousîy considered enemies of
the farmner, and very destructive to
gramn and seeds. As exaMuple, the rom-I, one of the first feathlîe( arrivais,

Wag ecîn~î aImîfuderer oft he ùariai
gardei1 fruit bushes. Bujt inivestigall bu
'f the charge lias acîîuitted the r<)il)i,

the diet of whricli consists principally
of harmful imîseets and worms.

A list of the Mnost imlportant inseet-
ivorous bird visitors to Manitoba com-
prises- Robin, Cat-bird, Wren, King-
bird, Oriole, Shrïke, Jay, Woodpecker,
Cbic'adee. To this numnher nîay like-
wiise be added that alleged egg and
chieken thief, the crow.

Indeedl, the crow is one of the' very
few birds wihich consider pot ato buîgs,
as a ieading feature of the maenu card,
The blue.jay rejoices in a repast of eut-
grubs and caterpillars. The woodpeck-
er may be justly adjudieated a mnost
potent factor in tbe destruction of in-
scct life. Tîme principal hunting ground
of this bird consists, of tree trunks, from
wîieh is remnoved every available grub,
the woodpeeker's beak drilling decply
into the t "imber and alstraets pests imu-
mnune from attaeks of other birds. From
the day the sparrow arrivcd ini Mani-
toba, ils eharacter has been stained with
a charge of grain theft. The case can-
not stand; careful scrutiny of the spar-
row's habits will reveal the fact that it
is a verv dJecided enemy of caterpillars.
The slîrike, otherwise butcher bird, pos-
sesscs great eapacity for inseet diet of
every description. Hawvks, owls, re-
garded enecîlies of the poultry yard,
iiiidl.uiltedly 1 ierform mnuch useful work
iu tîme aimîmiilation of mîice and gophers.
A deadi(ly agenit against irîseets is the
sw'allow. 'lihe wbl 1)-poor-iiI nîuist also
w the roeipieiit of notice ; and reference

is iieessarv conceriig the night-bawk,


