% . FARMERS BIRD ASSISTANTS

Would it not be possible for every
child to have some oceupation of his or
her own choice? Would there not be

; an education in following it that ean
L hot be derived from lessons assigned by
:i teacher? Do not the very best les-
;ﬁns grow out of oceupations? Is not
e school more or less artificial?
eagf course, an occupation to have edu-
o 11onal value must be pursued thought-
Wy. There is very little in hoeing
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fuurnips as a piece of drudgery, but there
is everything in raising turnips for plea-
sure or for profit, and in such case the
hoeing becomes a most interesting per-
formance. So it is in every occupation.
It is necessary to get into things the
element of self-interest. KFduecation is
not a mechanical process but a living
process. The greatest educator said,
“T have come that they might have
life.”’
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n With the commencement of the nest-

thg Season we are priyilegod to observe

by wondrous ingenuity of God’s little

| W}ﬁ;thered architects, a majority of

‘ distogn have returned to Manitoba from

abov‘nt zones, perchance flown high

B frome roar of sea storm in the journey

S tion ISIa{lds wherein climatic condi-

in copefrmlts bird life to spend winter
. Thm ort and ample sustenance.

. ¢ writer does not profess to be

niz)}f‘(z)iletlt'zal exponent of Manitoba’s or-

I‘esideoglcal features. ) Nevertheless,

‘; o fune(? of many years in this provinee

' its 'b_l'ngh.ed him opportunity to study

such ;zwa]»l(fe' and the application of

% culture. ra 1ts economie value to agri-

t ngast]éiHy by the first week of May, a

Arriyed part of the bird migration has

teetion In Manitoba. Adequate pro-

Stroy; of insect worms or insect de-

Yg birds has become a question
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Vo iy e importance to the farmer. With-
i that ifelzﬁ d?te it has been computed
} : birg e family of inseet devouring

) fu g Sf(;bv?re;(:e extinet in Manitoba, with-
S Possibly I:'rirs the grain ﬁelds. could not
Yecent peri(()(fe a‘c‘rop._ Unt‘ll even a

able in thy o teertgm l_nrds h}gh]y vahi-

Were errone;{ eflrmlnatl'on of insect pests

¢ farms us(.s{ considered enemies of

| grain and ;e::ln‘ very destructive to
. i, one O‘f‘t‘h)e Sﬁ As example, the rob-
T : rst feathered arrivals,
garden £yt ,;1 1})1]1111(1({1-91- of the farm
° e cha ‘us es. ]h‘]t Investigation
targe has acquitted the robin,

the diet of which econsists principally
of harmful insects and worms.

A list of the most important inseet-
ivorous bird visitors to Manitoba com-
prises: Robin, Cat-bird, Wren, King-
bird, Oriole, Shrike, Jay, Woodpecker,
Chicadee. To this number may like-
wise be added that alleged egg and
chicken thief, the crow.

Indeed, the crow is one of the' very
few birds which consider potato bugs
as a leading feature of the menu card,
The bluejay rejoices in a repast of cut-
grubs and caterpillars. The woodpeck-
er may be justly adjudicated a most
potent factor in the destruction of in-
seet life. The prineipal hunting ground
of this bird eonsists of tree trunks, from
which is removed every available grub,
the woodpecker’s beak drilling deeply
into the timber and abstracts pests im-
mune from attacks of other birds. From
the day the sparrow arrived in Mani-
toba, its character has been stained with
a charge of grain theft. The case can-
not stand; eareful scrutiny of the spar-
row’s habits will reveal the fact that it
is a very decided enemy of caterpillars.
The shrike, otherwise butcher bird, pos-
sesses great capacity for insect diet of
every description. Hawks, owls, re-
garded enemies of the poultry yard,
undoubtedly perform much useful work
in the annihilation of mice and gophers.
A deadly agent against Insects is the
«wallow. The whip-poor-will must also
be the reeipient of notice ; and reference .
is necessary eoncerning the night-hawk,



