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The dittlcuity witb Nicaragua is practi.
The Nicaraguan il"tannd Th BrtsGornet

Incident. elya r n.TeBiihGvriin

flot only withdrew its ships the mioment its
dcmtands were acceded to and paymient of the indem-
nmty requîred for in.suit and injury to its consul and
othier citizens guaranteed, but it withdrew tbemi ii a
iiagflaninious fashion, sparing the little but obstinate
republic ail uîînecessary humiliation. The thing which
elevated an otherwise trivial international affair into
tenmporary importance wvas, of course, its relatiojn to
the somnewlbat nebulous iMunroc doctrine of the United
States. The hi.story of the affair il, well adapted to impress
once more the lesson that the Washington Governinent, at
heast under the presenit administration, cati be relie(i on to
pur-sue a dignified and reasonable course, andi that the better
class <of people ant(i papers iii the Unîited States are also cap-
able of taking a inoderate and sensible view of sncb an mici-
(lent. Wlhen once we hiave learned, as the English seci to
have donc, to rate the ravings of the popuiarity-hunting
politicians and newspapers at their truc value, by treating
thein as wholiy unworthy of notice, there is reaiiy littie to
compiain of ini the course of the 'great llepublic. It inust
be, however, not a littie huîniliating to the better classes of
citizens ini both countries to observe that, while most of the
reaily influential secular neývspapers, and a goodly proportion
of those wbicb are religious or seiiii-religious, took an atti-
tude antI tone which were unobjectionable, there wvere too
nîany of the latter class which showed, and arc always ready,
in such cases, te show, a spirit utteriy at variance with the
principles of the Kingdomi of Peace, iii tAie service of wbicb
they profess to be enlisted. Wbether throughi ignorance or
faniaticisi, ,sorte of these have iiot in this case hesitated to
(le ail] iii teir power to arouse suspicion, distrust, and
national emnnity towar<ls the British on every occasion.
Wbat a pity it is that we have so often te) biush for thiings
said ami tlone in the naine of religion.

The cnthusiasin with whicb the tbree hun-
The Tasso dredth anniversary of the dcath of Tasso
Centenary.

lias been celebrated iii Italy wouid ,;enm
strongly to indicate the realization of that wish for literary
immortality expressed in bis youtb wlben lie said 1 hiope
by labour and study joined with the strong propensity of
nature to leave sometbing to aftcr tiines so written that they
slîould not willingly let it die." The works of Tasso, says
Cecehi, "lare fourni alike in sbcphard's but and rich man's
palace, and his passionate and patiîet*c song consoles the pool-
mariner who rows smitten by the bot sun and the country-
mnan who plies bis flail amid the chilis of winter.' The influ-
ence of this Italian poet on Engiish literature can be very
distinctly traced in the works of Spencer and Milton, par-
ticularly the former, who is as much indebted to Tasso
for bis inspiration as was Tasse himself to Virgil, Homer,
and Aristo. Indeed a comparison of the works of the poet
of Ferrara, witb those of the writers we have mientioned, wvil1
.show that originaiity was net his most conspicuous quality.
In this respect be is, of course, decidedly inferior to, Dante,
wbo surpasses himt likewise in tragic intensity of expression
and in imaginative power. To the literary student of to-day
there is something almost painfully repugnant in tbe fuisome
adlulation wbich Tasso rendered to the unscrupulous princes
andi corrupt courts of bis day, and iii bis biind allegiance to
those orthodox institutions against whicb the intellect (if

Europe, under the influence of the Renaissance, was uttering
its mcst great and memtorable protest. The suffèrings of
Tasso, which bave earned him. the sympathy of several gen-
erations, were flot the sufferings of the liero or martyr who
sacrificed bis interests to bis convictions, but nierely the

[MAiy ]Oth, 1P~

troubles of the poet wiose prince bad been unkind. Never-

theless wlien we comisider the almost conmplete dependeice
of the litcrary clas ses of that time upon, the bounnty of prine'>
wc niay perhaps condone his intellectual subservience aiscril-
ing it to the compulsion of the saine unkind nieces.sit3y wbrich
led the unwilling feet of Dr. Johnson to the anti-chambler of
Lordl Chesterfield. And there are in the works of TassO,
particularly Il Jerusalemn Delivered " and the le A-îltll,"

passages of excceding, bcauty, reiolent cf ail the gaea(
witchery of It-lian skies and stars, and reflectitgiiithi
suble iinagery the niyriad liopes and aspirations Of IL ~iid
well doxvere(l witb nature's riclîest gifts. _Ani there aire

sonnets for a sumner's <lay which seeni to hold witliin their

rytliînic depths the ancient tints andl colours of the teader

Tuscati skies,-poetic blossonis tliat seeni to blushl and tlirill

t<iucbed by the splendid passion cf tAie poct's inspiratiffl'
Inferior te Virgil an<l Dante in originaiity and crea'tve
powver, lie is un<louite<ily their equal in the, nobilitY ('f bis
tliougbt and grace and sweetness of expression, ,urpassin9ý
aise, iii these particulars, both Aristo and Petrarch.

A nîscvery In a recent lecture before the Royal Society
AEgypt.er in Edinhurgh, Professor FlinderS, Fetrie

Egp. told of a remarkabie find whicb be bad

made iii the course of bis excavations ii Egypt. 1_i, story

in brief is; this. In their excavations in a limestone piateaue i

a region about twenty miles nortlh of Thebes, lie arid li

fellow-explorers camne upon a town an1 teumple of great ',nt"-
(iuity, while the whoie plateau aroliii( about is fuil Of the
rernains of paieolithic mani. Within a quarter of a mile of
this distinctiy Egyptiami town tbey caine upon the rei1aills
cf another town wbich, to the great sur prise cf the
explorers, sbowel mnc trace of anything Eg-yptian. ý1i the

series cf cenîeteries coîmnected with it, tîîey excavated nearY

two tliousaîid graves, irn wbicb."1 not a single Egyptianiojc
was found, imot one .scarab or cartouche, net one hirgy
miot one piece of usuai funeral furniture, not a head-reste Or i
kobi pot, ot one Egyptiaîî bead, not one god, not one afllniete
not a single piece of Eg-yptiaîî pottcry, sucb as were founrd

mn the neiglibouring Egyptian towiî." The conclusion renicb8
by INir. Petrie, as the resuit of lus investigations, %VaS tha

the race wbicb inbabited this strange town belonged to the
period hetween the 7th and 8th dynasties, i.e., about 3 ,000

,B.C, Tbcy werc, lie believes, invaders; cf the Libyaîi-Apor

,te type, who, coîning f roin the West, Iia( swept.awvay the
nhabitants and lived iii entire separation f ront the 19YP'

tians. The remains were those cf a people witiî wel develoP"d

hîeads,' and witb fine and powerful physiognomy, tlme 5,tat0 e
cf iîany being <iver six feet. Tlîey were iii sortie respec

well advanced iii art and civilization, iii others snulY
hackward. Copper cîmisels and needies were fouiid. tle
nietals wcrc wvell known. Sonue cf tlîeir pcttery was exclut
sitely coloured and superior to any Egyptian warc, tho1Jgh

was ail miade by band, the use cf the wlîeel bemn en'

unknown. Other particulars cf great interest are gi

and the discovery .cannot fail te prove very valuabie to the

paleontolegist.

The experiînent of the Progressive
A BoidMth

E<u procri ng. pl fî London (the great) in di car i iici
ontract systein, establishimg workshop,

and rocrin plntcf its own on an enormous scale, alld
doing its owîî repairing, sewerage work, bridging, adbid

ng, witiîî the metropoîtaîî area, witîout internmediary COII'

tractors ewe tadisepoes a res Cole tS

eue. It is gratifying te learn that the reut fer have

fuiiy justified the system. It is now stated that on traC5ýe

tiens involving the expenditure cf nearly one millioni ollar


