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D)r. Cooks even cabually, without reaflzing that he la no
'0boln' mari Clearnesa of intellectual vision is associ-
&ted with menital hospitality, and butb are animated by a

6lIe enthusiasm very unusual in an coeain There
ar 110 tokens of decay about bim ; be is stili as open to
reee n Iew ideas as when hie was forty years old. Not
Oily have bis faculties retained ail their fresbness, but bis
tuIdions habits have kept him abreast of the intellectual

111vemaents of the age, with which hie is in ful sympatby.
Dr.- Cook was born on the l3th April, 1805, at Sanqu-

41r, a village in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, in the district
whicb gave Carlyle to S2-otland and the world, and which,
at0 a SOewhat later period, bas yielded Paton, the dis-
tiliguii5hed South Sea missionary. lu no part of Scotland
d1d the Puritanism of the Reformation period more thor-
Ofghy leRven Society than in Dumfriesshire, in which the

ramoies Of martyroisillnepreutdb vrdChttrehyard monuments. Whatever faulta belonged to the
setern in whicb Dr. Cook was nurtured, it at teast begot
amroral earnestness witbout whicb there can be no real

gr"8e8s Buckle was too contracted in his Sympathies
ble'to appreciate tbe influence for good which theIous teaching of Scotland exercised over the formation01 ths national chracter ; but others of bis countrymen-

not&b17 Froude and Dean Stanley-have done justice 10
th uJect. The home training of the Scottisb people

andivte a fine start in life, begetting self-helpfulness
air ixdependence. The Shorter Catechismn buiît up a
trng'19Moral and religious fibre, as iron does enteritkg intto

Ille blood of the physical man ; and wbatever accomplisb-
Iles e y Outh of Scotland afterwards acquired, tbey
i -e Otrew the earnestness and thriftiness which were
'tildinoteir minds at their fathers' fireside. Wjth

.ietal and moral outfit, young Cook went first to the
trsiyoGasgow, and afterwards to that of Edin-

rgb here he received bis professional training under

1alnif H.e.le was a fine subject for the great Scot-
'to Pour out bis entbusiasmn upon, and ne

Iot f the poriod more thorougbly absorbed Butler's
ga- y, Wi t.Chalmers' prelections on it, than the future

of lb arof S.ndrew's Churcb, Quebec, as the influence
e greaî English thinker is manifeat in the style and

l'.Iier OfDr. Cook's tbougbî. Tbe evangelical impulse
alieo che rs mparted in general to bis students bas
coe apparent tbrougbouî Dr. Cook's long career. At
c ee oWas the contemporary of Dr. Candiisb, Principal
'aMrd 8

1 l Prof essor Macou gal and other men wbo af ter-
Uade their mark in Scotland, and was on ahl bandeOUrted the equal of any of tbem.

llving bhad the ad vantage of professional experience
irre Years in the afterwards noted parish of Cardross,

W nod aineear from tbe ecclesiastical records tbat he
III~ tdindby e Presbytery of Dumbarton on Christ-

1 135, and designated minister of St. Andrew's
~~Ir Qebec ; and be immediately set sait for wbat
the ht1 regard e as a distant colonial post, entering upon
ti e Uîîes Of bis charge in the spring of 1836. At that

t lebec was reîativeîy a far more important place
ore to-ay, and the young minister was at once

tjve 1 ltoa a hpere of great influence as tbe representa-
(C fthe Churcix of Scotland in the capital of Lower

Il' There were here not only great social opportu-
1BB whichb he filled to the credit of tbe Church to wbicb

0% lnged ; but also, as often as tbe civil affairs of the
re Yiydemanded bis attention and assistance, bis

teîîo9w"îlY¶l business ability was aI the disposal of bis
of îbc1îizens. Notably was this tbe case at tbe period
the .n. Isastrous fires whicb devastated so large a part of

cAlhient capital in 1845 and 1866 ; and il shows bow
telatl,,,Prudence and tact he muet bave exbibited in his

F, tO a Population, tbe vast majority of wbich was
di ferent race and creed from bhis own, tbat be has
61 ~ a Ong thern on terms of amity and goodwill for
roes$, and earned tbeir universal respect.
b.0 bis first entrance int the ecleiastical arena,

kt~ Was accorded a Ieading position. Two years
Ilb yr4o eteent at Quebec be was cbosen Moderator of
. ii -edcfte Preabyterian Cburcb of Canada in con-
'n th 'Wth the Cburcb of Scotland, the bigbest position

e ifet 'If bis bretbren, a fact wbicb shows bow speedily

! ~ eana ascendancy in their councils. For at leaal
tr cetur, at the end of wbicb period be virtuaily

il,~ thUl public life, no voice was more influential tban
tria daiscussion of maltera affecling Presbyterianism

ie t 11 da ven within tbe Iast two years tbe old man
e as roused to utter a fiery denunciation of wbat

lithed0a a breach of tbe good understanding tbat had
Ildt b6laobserved between tbe Protestant minority

il! relie Roman Catholic majority, in the notorious
6 or States Bill. Yet Dr. Cook is no eccleaiastia in
tîiori nlary acceptation of tbe terni. Tbe head of a

'4 yre''Bithr was nor woudbe anvassingcaball.

te th 1 Were abhorrent to bie nature. Hie trusted entirely
fav Ulrite of the case be bad to put, and after arguing

0rioI f ny position witb tbe clearness, force and
1a ve at I distinguisbed bis speeches, be was wcnt to

t6I4re t to their fate in the bands of others, and not
~hi lilY was absent at the conclusion of' a debate in

dr.00 part. Believing in the right of fe peh
:heth 'td bis bretbren witb bonesty of purpose ; and

,Il %Br is views prevailed or nt, discussions ended in
kiz' w As~~~ te preserve the good understanding between

1'<4 lie c SOoleagues. Rev. Dr. Mathieson, of Montreal,
"eY Often diflered in debaté ; but aftler il was over,

TUE WEEÉ.

it was nothing unusual to see tbem walk away froni the
place of meeting arm in arm. Impulsive by nature, the
beat of discussion migbt excite him and lead him to say
and do regrettable things, but the generosity of his beart
made it impossible for bum to bear a grudge against any
man on account of differences of opinion.

Lt is on great occasions that men of light and leading
are naturaliy drawn te tbe front. There bave been a few
such passages in the life of Dr. Cook. The tiret was when
the wave of the Scottisb Church disruption controversy
struck the shores of Canada in 1844. Himself a Scot and
a minister of tbe Established Churcb, be couhd not but be
profoundhy moved by the ecclesiasticai upbeaval tbat had
ended so disastroushy on the 18th May, 1843 ; and not
being what niight be called a pronounced Cburcbman at
any rate, many supposed that he had flot a littie sympatby
witb the position of bis forme r distinguisbed professor,
Dr. ChalmerR, and of maany young friends cf bis wbo were
stout non-intrusionists. But whatever tbougbts be migbt
have had on the Free Cburcb movement as it affected
Scotland, he was resolute in maintaining the position tbat
tbe Canadian Synod was not called upon 10 disturb itseif
on account cf the question-tbat the relations subsisting
between the Colonial and Parent Churches were net coni-
promising to the former-and that tberefore there was no
vahid pretexl for breaking off the connection establisbed
when tbe Canadian Synod was formed in 1831, or for for-
feiting the advantages whicb sucb connection bad secured.
A minority, bowever, having been carried away by the
oid Scottisb sentiment of entbusiasm for eclesiastical
independence, wbich had revolutionized the Establisbed
Churcb the previous year, into actual secession from tbe
Synod, and the Moderator, Rev. Mark Y. Stark, among
others, Dr. Cook was ehected Moderator in bis rooni by
tbe bretbren remaining as the man best fitted for dealing
witb the crisis wbicb bad arisen, alhougb il was unusual
te elect te that office for a second term. It was meant
also 10 be a conciliatory appointment, as Dr. Cook was
known not te be an extreme man, but one who commanded
personaihy the sympatby and confidence of the brelbren
wbo bad seceded, and it was boped tbat even yet tbe breach
might be heahed. This expectation was net thon realized,
but Dr. Cook neyer loat sigbt of Presbyterian re-union as
an object te be sought, and one in the way of wbicb no
insuperable obstacle lay ; and as time bad aiready moliified
irritated feeling on botb sides, and modified the situation
otberwise, be propospd 10 the Synod in 1861 a resolution
looking te re-union. The resohution did net tben carry, but
it launched tbe question on the ocean of discussion ; and as
reasonablenesa and cbarity were on Dr. Cook's side, and
oniy prejudice and resentment were against bu, se far as
the Synod was concerned, it needed only lime and tbe
letting in of ligbt on tbe question for bu bt win the day.
Net only bad be the satisfaction cf finding the principle
cf union accepted 1ini1870 in bis own section cf the Pres-
byterian communion, and in tbe ether sections as well,
but also of seeing ail thc details for il arranged by 1874.
And wben at last ail the scattered elements of tbe Presby.
torian family in Britisb North 1merica bad come togother
with a view to being fused mbt one, ne one else was
tbougbt cf for the first Moderator on 151h June, 1875,
Iban tbe vaiant Nestor wbo bad 80 long contended for
Ibis consummation se devoutly 10, be wisbed. The sermon
be preached on retiring from the chair in 1876 was a
noble uttorance werthy cf the man and cf the occasion.
Since tbat date, Dr. Cook bas net taken any prominent
part in the General Assembly, but has lefî ils dostinies in
the bands cf the younger men of the Cburcb.

It is a cemmon impression that clergymen have ne
heads for business. This may be true cf seme clergymen,
as it is of seme of those wbose wbole life is suppcsed te bo
devoted te il ; but it cannot be said cf Dr. Cook. Had
bis practical talents been applied 10 commerce or 10 the
legal profession, be could net bave faiied cf aucceas in either
calling. One cf the best brochures on the subject ever
given te the public was bis plea for life assurance; and bis
wel-known capacily for affairs led 10 bis being frequently
requested te act as executor le the estatos ef deceased
friends. But it was in the administration cf the business
cf the Presbyterian Cburcb cf Canada in cennection witb
the Churcb cf Scctiand that bis talents in Ibis direction
shone conspicuousiy. Rie was a member cf ail ils important
Boards and Committees. To tbe work cf the Clergy
Reserves Commission Ind le that cf the Temporahities
Board, whicb, succeeded it, he gave a great deah cf lime
and tbought ; and when the Gcvernmnent cf the day
resolved in 1854 te commute the ife claims of the ministers
cf tbe Cburch of Scotland cn the proceede of the Chergy
Reserves lands, Dr. Cook was selected b cenducl the nogo-
tiations on behaif cf the ministers ccncerned, and was
entrusted witb powers of attorney froni tbem te that end.
The success cf the arrangement at hast conciudod ewed flot
a litîhe te bis ekilful advocacy. 0f tbe Ministers' Widows
and Orpbans' Board cf that Cburch be was aiso a member
from tbe beginning, and il had the benefit cf his counsel.
lie was alse a member of tbe Board cf Trustees of
Queen's Coîhege frin itil origination unlil be resigned bis
position in 1864.

And Ibis brings us bo the last aspect in wbicb il is pro-
posed le review Dr. Cook's career, namely, as a friend and
promeler cf higher education in Canada. Seeing the advan-
tages wbicb the scbools, acadomies and universities of bis
native country had conferred upon ils yeulb, aI bis
influence from bis iraI ccmning te Canada was ca in
faveur cf improvement cf the provision for education in

the Province. His own schohastice ttainnients wore bigh,
end bis professional eminonce bad received early recog-
nition, bisflirsI Alma Mater, Glasgow University, baving
conferred the dogree of D.D. upon bum when he was onhy
thirty-tbree years of age. In 1880 Queon's University
boncured ilseif by honouring bum witb the degree cf LL.D.
In 1843, the Higb School cf Quebec, which bas left ils
mark on se many of the youth cf the ancient capital, was
establisbed mainiy by Dr. Cook's exertions, and for many
years lie remained the chairman of ils Board of Directore.
But perhaps the most important service wbich hoe bas ren-
dered bo the cause cf'sup>erior education was in the active
part ho toek in the esiablishmenl cf Queen's Cohiege, aI
Kingston, and in tbe valuable assistance whicbh le gave te
that institution for twenty-five yoars afterwards. In cein-
pany wilb Rev. W. Rintoul, lie was dehegated in 1840, by the
trustees cf the Cchhege, 10 proceed te Great Britain te
solicit aid for it, and it was largehy through bis instrumen-
tahity thal ils Royal Charter was obtained frem lier
Majesty. Fittingly bis namne appears at the bead of the
lisI cf trustees mentioned in il. In 1957, Dr. Cook, on
behaif cf the Collego, was autborized te enter int corres-
pondence witbh eading mon cf the Church cf Scotland witb
a view te securing a Principal froni the Mothor Country,
but the tables were offectualiy lurned upon hirn when the
answer came back that Scothand could net f urnisb for that
position any one better quelified than bimseif, a bint wbich
the trustees cf the Colege were net slow to take advan-
tae cf, end at a meeting on October let, 1857, the accop-
tance cf the Principalsbip was pressed upon bim. Afler
due consideration, hie agreed te fil th, office temporerihy,
wbicb ho did during the session, 18578 ; but altbough the
trustees urged him te rotain tho position permanentiy, and
their wish was supported by a unanimous resohution of
Synod in 1858, he declined te hold the Principahship longer
tban another session. Looking back now one je tempted
10 say thal in besiteting te cast in bis lot with Queen's
College, he made the great misteke of bis life. No doubt
it wouhd bave been bard for bim to heave Quebec te whicb.
he was bound by se many tender ties. Even as earhy as 1843,
wben il is understocd tempting offere were made to bim to
return le bis native land, hoe resolved te stand by lis Cana-
dian charge wbich bad always hoyally suppertod him.
And ho bed already attained an age at which men de net
oasily transplant. St. Andrew's Churcb, Quebec, the
pasterate of wbicb ho rosignod in 1883, was et that lime
rehativoly mocre important than it is to-day, and the King-
ston University is cf course now a vesthy more preminent
institution than il was in 1858 ; and ne one cen bleme
Dr. Cook for net foresoeing the decay cf Quebec as a Pro-
lestant ccmmunity and the enlarged influence cf Queen's
Colege. But even as things thon woro, if ho bad folhowed
the example, cf the greal master wbom hoe revered, Dr.
Chalmers, in leaving a large congrogation in Glasgow ta
teacb moral pbihosophy te a handfuh of studonts in St.
Andrew's University, on the ground that hoe wbo prepares
the sait performs a more important function then ho who
only scetters il, ho wouhd bave consented te enter upon the
academic spbore opened te him, for which bis ebilities and
acquirements specialiy fitted him. Though ho did net
eccept the post of Principal in 1858, ho was elecled the
first Chancelier under the revised constitution of the Uni-
versity, baving been unenimously chosen in 1877 te, that
office by the suffrages of the University Council, in racog-
nition aI once of bis eminence in the country and of the
dislinguished service ho bad rendered te the institution ;
and a very fine portrait of bini in cil, by Notman and
Sandham, cf Montreel, in bis Chancellor's robes, gracos
the Convecation Hall.

Dr. Cook's splendid academic qualifications bave indeed
found exorcise in Morrin Collogo, Quebec, feunded by one
of bis own elders in 1860, and cf which ho bas been
Principal and Professer cf Divinity since 1862. The
equipmont of this Collego, wbich is affiliated wilh McGil
University, may be said te be the last item cf the work ho
bas done for the advancement of higher education in
Canada. But tbcugh Morrin Celege filse now, end seenis
deslined te fill in the future, a meet important place in the
Province of Quobec, from the nature of thinge, it reaches
but a comparetively emaîl number cf students. The
quaiity cf the instruction imparted in it, bowever, and the
mark Dr. Cook bas made on the candidates for the ministry
wbo bave passed thrcugh bis bands, oniy increase the regret
that ho did net allew bimself te bc perpuaded into accepting
a position in wbich bis academic qualifications would have
bad fulier scope. Net thet ha was nel eminontly successful
in the pulpit. The volume of sermons which hoe wa pre-
vailed upon te publisb in 1888 exhibits rare preeching
poer. Those discourses pessese every quality fitted te
make a prefcund impression upen the hearers. Reading
them, cne bas only le regret that their author bas net
given more cf bis tbcughtful productions te the world.
He was contented with the cultured audience te wbich bis
discourses were every week addressed ; and doubîlesa
threugb theni, dispersed ovor the country, as many cf theni
are, he continues te exorcise an influence oer many minde
and hearîs. But the press, ike the College, would bave
given bim a largor audience wbicb would bave been grate-
ful for bis instructions. Ho bas sbown, however, an
unaccocuntable aversion bo autborsbip. Lt wae only et the
earnest solicitation of bis famiy and frienda that ho cen-
sented to issue even the modest volume te which reference
bas been made. But the babit of coming before the public
in autbcrsbip, ike other habita, muet ho acquired early in
life or il nover becomes easy; and few mon are feund 10


