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MISGOVERNMENT 0F CITIES. u

Wuiv are Amerîcan cities so generaily mnisgoverned, FM<

and wbat is the remedy ? These are questions which have /O

been discussed alînosi uonmtantly for miany years, and the

discussion bas produced mauy plans for reforini, somte of

whicb have been tried, but noue of wbich bas resulted in

the establishment of anything more than a temparary and colt

limited inîprovemont. One set of reformers bas mtaintained A t

that the ouly way by wbicb approxinîately good govern- aud

ment could be secured was by the concentrationi of power unsu

in the bauds of one executive, or at niost of jan executive was

aud a few boada of departmeuts. Another set bias main- psn
tained that sucb concentration would iead surely to, an bro

aggravation of ail our worst evil, and that the only road lesý
to reformi lay in division of responsibility sud power locl

among the executive sud legislative and administrative bis

branches. Others have maiutained that local rulo wss bad in

under any conditions, sud that the only way by wbiclî Sqt

honest govruimeut could bc secured was for the State to wîl

takre virtual control ansu m the city tbrougb its legisia- the

turc. Stili others bave advocated sonie systeni of minority f roi

representation as the only infailibîti panacea of ail munici- pro

pal ilis. 0f course the primary end of every reforni sys- aw

tomn is the getting of fit men into the offices, aud the funda- 1- c

mental reason for the common failure of the systenus wbicb pin

bave been trioe1 is that t.hey have onei sud ail failed in wil

accomplisbing this pupose. Occasionally one of theni bas ke
succeeded in doing it at one election, but the gain bas hi

been only temporary. The question uaturally arises: Is plu

there any systoni to, ho discovered which wiil infallbly put ari

the rigbt mon in office sud keep the unfit mon out i If net, ch(

is it not time that wo looked for relief in otiier directions? sta

We are sure that many of our readers remember the valu- ex,

able article by Mr. Albert Shaw upou the governument of utý

the City of Glasgow which we publisbed in the Mvardi ti4

Century. Ho gave us in that a picture of a model city atE

govermnent, sud also the reasons why it wss se. its town i

counicil, which ules it, is composed of îuitiinbers, ho said, soi

wbo Ilcomo ciefly fromt the ranks of mon Of business, cai

sud are uprimxt, respected, sud successful citizens ; " they air

serve witbout salary; the office is deemed an honoeur; Ce:
"lparty linos are seidoîn vemy shamply drawli in municipal rt

elections. An efficient councillor t'tay, in gOferal, expect oa

re-election for several ternis ; and Il the seat of s satis- t]

factary man wbo asks re election is in a mia jority of cases ol

not contested at ail." Ail the great departments in the of

Glasgow administration, that of public buildings, that of ar

healtb, that of street cieaîiug, that of îaw, are occupied for re

life by mou wbo are among the highest authomities on their bt

several sulhicets that are to ho found in the Britishu Empire, it

A government thus constituted gives the City precisely the t

kind of administration which the same mon would f urnisbtri
wero thcy placcd at the head of a great private enterprise, ti

sud the resuit is a well-paved, dlean, orderiy, handsoniely '

huilt City, with the rigbts of overy citizen protected at et

every pint, economical to live in, with cbeap gas sud Ic

water, low renta, sud no breatb of scandai tbrougbout ail t(

ita departments. Is iL the systeni which doos this for Glas- Ic

gow, or the mon who administer the systeni ' Wouid Glas- g

gow under the saine systoni have a modei govormiment werep
its offices to be filled with sucb mon as we put in charge of 81

our Aineican cities? Again, if the GlwSgow systern weret]

to ho adopted in any great Anerican City, would it of 1)

itsoîf rosuit ini the election of the kind of nien wbo bold h

the offices i11 Glasgow ? There are other Furopean citiesp

wbicb ean "ive us light on these points. Berlin, Birmin g

bani, sud Manchester are as weîî governed ast Glasguw, o

but noue of theinibas the saine systeni. The first bas forn

the foundatian of iLs administration a great municipal)

assemnbly of 126 members, wbiie Birmingham sud Manches-v
tom have a fomra of town counceil imilar ta that of Glasgow,s
but nat identical. The ane peculiaritv wbich ail bave il

colmon is that they put the best moen attaunable inta

office, without regard to, their politicaii affiliations. Therec

is net onet of thein whicb depeuda for the success of itsr

syotoin upan the systoni itself, First of ail it looks to theè
charactor sud fitness of the mou wbo are ta administer

the ayatom. Doos anybody doubt, if this oxanîplo were9

fulawed in America, that we are capable of producing the1

sanie rosutsÎ Are we bs bonest, leas intelligent, lesa

itted for self-government, than the people af foreigu cities

'are î'i t cannat ho denied that aur unrestricted suffragei

makea the probleni more diflictlt bore than iL s abroal;

but the difficulty is net insurmauntsble, and it s net, as

is of ton claimed ta ho, the chief cause of aur troubles. We

are iu the habit of charging ail aur worst evils ta the coin-

biuod ignorant sud corrupt vote, but thoees nat a city in

the land in whicb that vote is uaL many thousands bs

than the combined intelligent sud bongeat vote. The

trouble is that the latter vote, misled by party nrames sud

psrty issues which have no0 bearing upon questions of

Municipal ule, is about evenly divided lu mast municipal

elections, sud is thus deprived of nearîy ail its influence.
Wben the happy day shah came that the respectable voters

of aur cities jain bauds sud say tirat encefortb tbey will
know no politics in the administration of City affaira, sud

wîll a111Y ask of a candidate wbthor or net ho is fit sud

honeat, thon there will no longer ho any danger ta appre-

bond fron the comined ignorant sud viciaus vote. t

will make ver y little differonce wbat kind of a systoin wO

have upan wbich ta gavern the city when thia apirit shahl

have entered into the eectian af ita afficiala, but until wO

can Secure that spirit in the elections it will he usoleas ta
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e for reform under the most perfect syst eni wblcl the cor

man iiiid cati devise, for an ideal sy,,tem administered ren:
ignorant and corrupt mon can not produce intelligent mu

d honest governnlent without perforinrg a nmiracle.- tha
*0M Il TopiCS of/ the Time," in Tihe Centary Magazinte ma,

TIIE Ti1IeE STtJDENTS. bec

THE following incident occurred in Paris in 1841 on a bet

I, foggy Deceniber niglit, the twenty-fourth of the month. gna'
t'il man, leaning on a stick was making bis way slowly ha(

A painfuliy alongy Mazarin Stroet; his clothing, an mu
ufficient protection against the biting north wind which ex(
s bowling furiously, 'consisted of a pair of thin sumnmer rer

Ltaloons, an old coat buttoried up to his chin, and a sa'
.ad bat wvhich was pulled down over lus face so as to l

ave nothing visible except a longy beard and thin white ha
:ks of hair faliing upon bis stooping shoulders. Under gel

ýarm lie carried an object, oblong in shape, wrapped up wl
a checked hsndkerchief. le crossed the bridge and the 18

quare of the Carrousel, reached the Palais 11oyal, and le;

aiked roand the gardon, stopping frequeutly ; then, as if Tc

ie floods of light sud the savoury odours which issuedm
-m tbe restaurants, wbcre many a merry feabting was in1 Ov

ogress, had the efiect of giving him a vertige, he hurrîed nI
way wjth tottering steps towards the Cour des Fontaines, wl
ere Le looked iip at the ligbted windows, and then, stop- ai

ing under a smnall sbed, put bis stick &gaiust the wall y
ithin reacli of bis baud, unfa8tened the checked hand- dE

:rchief and displayed a violin. Witb trembling bands th
ýtuned the instrument, and foidiug the bandkercbief t]
aced it undier bis chin, laid the violin tenderly upon it, cc
,d began to play. His strains however were so inelan- bi
holy and so discordant that soune street urchins who bad nl
ationed theniselves in front of bum took to their beels fi
xccIaiming that such mnusic was fit to raise the clevil 1 a dog ir
iar bum began to bowl dismally, sud the passers quickened
,eir pace. At Isst the player ini despair sat down on a
ep, laid bis violin scross bis kuces and nuurnuured ssdly: 0'
i1 can play no more. Oh, mny God, nty (od ? " A deep ra
b escaped him, and the next instant three Young mon E
ime tripping down the dark, narrow street. Tbey wero I
anging a nierry son-, wbich was thon popular arrnong the
,nservatory students, and, not perceiving tbot violinist,
un full agaittat hin, one of theun nearly knockiiig him
ver, another kicking bis bat along the sidewaik, wbilo the
bhird stood still and iooked on with anuiazemont. As the
id man got up and camne out of the sladow, witb un air8

f niiingled dignity and huiity, the uewcomers exciaimed v

nxiously ' Pardon us, sir 1 llavQ we hurt you"" No,"0

eplied the player, stooping painfuliy to pick up bis bat,1

but one of the young meni sprang towards it and handed 1

it to its owner, and anotber, seeing the violin, asked f

IlAre you a musician?"i onc was," rc.plied thîe poor
nan, wbile tears rose to bis eyes and rolled slowly down
tho deep wrinkles in bis checks. Il Wbat is the mnatter ?

Vou re n trubl, can we do ailythîng to belp you ?"1

cried the tbree conirades in a breath, and the nîusician
ooked at thom eariestly for a minute, thon hlîed bis bat
towards theun as he answercd: IlGive me alima. 1 cala no
longer earn my living by plsying, for miy fingers have
grown stiff. My daughter is dying of consumiption and of
poverty." There was an accent of decp didtress in the
speaker's words, and bis bearers were toucbed witlî pity
they hurriedly thrust th-ir bauds itîto tlîeir pockets and
brought forth their wbole contents. Alas! the irst man
had but fifty centimes, the second thirty, and the third a
Piece) Of resin;- total, eighty centimes. It was very littie
for the relief of so mucli misery !ibey looked at each
other sadiy. IlFriends'? " cried one suddenly, Ilsotuîething
must hoe done-this muai is ourcolleagu,abrother musucian.
You, Adolphe, take the violin and scconipany Gustave,
while 1 will take charge oif the funds." [t was no sooner
ssid than dono. The thrce mon turned up their coat col-
lars, drawing their hair acrosa their forehiesds, and puiling
their caps down over tltt'ir eyes. I Now, ail togyether
criod the leader, II in honour of the Christ-child ini bis
manger. Begin with your 1,rize pieco, Adolphe, so as to
draw a crowd." Beneath the practised touch of the Young
virtuoso, the poor man's violin resounided joyously, and the
IlCarnival of Venico"' rang out with wondrous brillianoy.
Windows were tbrown open, people crowded round the
player, applause sounded on every side, and silver piecos
were dropped into the 01(1 uan's bat, piaced conspicuously
under the street lamp. After a mnute'8 pause the violinist
played a prelude ; Charles, the leader, whispered : "i t is
your turn now, Gustav,"su ad thîe Young tenor sang
"Viens, gentille dame," in a strong«, clear, mol ting voice.

The audience, in an ecstasy of delight, cried "lAgain!
Agaîn !" the crowd kept uncreasing every moment and the
collection with il. Charmed at the success of bis plan,
Charles said to bis companions: Il Wt will finish with the
trio from cXWilliam Teli. Adolphe3, aid fellow, play the
accompaniment, sud at the saine tîmue practîso your bass
notes, while 1 will do my best with the baritone. N'w,
Gustave, you have but to open your moîîth and a fortune
will faîl front heaven." ibe trio began. The old musiciani,
who bad ail this tume stood motionless, bardly believing
bis eyes or oars, and dreading to wake up and find that a
dreamn had been mocking hiîn, suddenly drew himself up
to bis full beigbt, seizedbis stick sud bogan beating time
witb such masterly precisian that the Young singera
gathered frosh inspiration and fairly electrified thoir hearers.
As the song ceased the applause rang thraugh the air, and
mouey dropped froni the windows and froni every pocket,

Sso that Charles was kept Lulsy pickiug up the coins, The
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ncert over the crowd disperscd slowly, and wondeming
mtarks were beard on1 every si(le. "'['hote are net street
usicians," said the people, Iltbey would inake ane farget
at M. Friiquet is dead. WVlmt a lot of nioney tbey

ade! They can bave s fine supper now ! And te aId
ilow with the bludgeon-wbimiing round like s wîndmill.
believe thcy were artists wbo had laid a wsger. 1 bave
oun ta the Grand Opera, 1 tell you, sud tbcy sang rio

tter there. llow hoe scraped the aid cracked fiddle-it
iv nies tickling in nuy spinit." Wbon the confusion
d subsided the tbree young men spproachoed the old
îusician, sud, in s voice which trenublcd with (,motion, be
<claimed : "Tell me your naines, that nuy daugluter inay
ruenuber yeu ini luer prayers ! " I My naine is Faitb,"
id the first artist. IlAnd muine is Hope," said the second.
[hon 1 ani Charity," added tir( third, bringiug up the
.t wbicb was overflowing witb money. IIAli , gentlemen,
entlemen 1'" criod the old mn, Il let nue St Ieast tell yau
rho it is that you bave helped so generously. My name
sChappuer, sud 1 sm f ram Alssce. Foi ten years I was
ýador of the orchestra in Strasbourg, wbere ' William
.eîl' was often given. Alas! ever since I ef t nuy honme
jaifortuno, sickness, sud sorrowv have been gathering ta
,erwhelni me. You bave aaved niy hife, young geuîtle-
tien, for with this money 1 can go back ta Strasbourg,
boere 1 have friends wbo will take came of niy daughter,
6d lier native air will, pembsps, mestome lber ta bealth.
iouîr yauthfuî talents, which yeu se nobly aud so sitnply
ovoted ta my service, will always ho blessed. 1 predict
25at yeu wiil one day ho fanions." "lAmien," replied the
,ree friends, sud linkingy their armi together gaily Lhey
-ontinued their way down the street. Noble, generous
eoarts ! Thoy bave, nu doubt, forgotten that I)ecembem
igbt. But if you are curiaits, my readers, ta know how
far aid Chappnem's propluecy was fuitiiled, 1 wilI ho se
udiscreot as ta revetîl the naines of the tbree conservstory
tudents, evon at'tbo risk of offending their îttodesty. But
who knows? Perbaps these linos wiillnucet tire eyes of the
ild Alsatian's daughter sud she will ho ,]ad ta know the
naines of bier benefactors. The tenor's ninie ws Gustave
Ptoger. The violinist wss Adolphe Ilertusnn. The cal-
lector waa Charles Gonîod.

LIFE IN A NEW ZEALANI) IIOMEsrEAI).

1- is net, thon, wondemful thai. hife remnains pure sud
simple, sud that one actually doca escape front miany of te
warries of the auter world. To assert that tîhe doutestic life

ofa New Zealand sheep fanmer sud bis bousehald in thte
backwooda luis in it littie of bardship or disconifort wihi, per-
lisps, sstonisli the generality of people. But such i8 the
fact. The rooms of the bouse are spaciaus sud cheerful, with
a wide verandab antsideI covercd witb creepers, lioney-
aucklo sud roses. By tho way, the rose trees in this
part of the warid grow sa bigb that at Christmias, whcn
the aitting.raom is decorated with Maréchal Niels,
they are inaccessible without a la<ldem's belp. Thougli
the life is principaliy an oijt-door one, even ini winter,
every couufort is found witbiu -froni Liberty cusb-
ions sud a Broadwood ta fine glass and damask. The
mistressand lber neigbbours vie with each other in mnakiîug
their homes pretty sud picturesque. Outsidc, the shieds
snd stables are rude sud mougb, huit indoors comfomt reigus
supreme. Mucb thought is spent on the fare, sud great
efforts miade ta disguise the inevitable ntuttan, wlticb is, af
course, the pièce (le résistance. Tho menus are, hawever,
varied now sud sgaim by gifts froui neighhours--sa calied,
thiaugli the nearcst îs twenty tuiles away-and the sparts.
mn who bring in wild cattie, pigs, turkeys, hares, anîd al
sorts af water-fowl. StilI, the housekeeper can place no
dependence on these, sud lber brain is execîcised in veiling
the manatony of the fame ; sud very wondemfnlly success-
fui, as a ruile, are bier efforts. Homce-cured lutins, bacon,
eggs aud cakes are the staple dishes, sud supplcniented by
an ovemfiawing dairy sud kitchen garden, iL is suprising how
utucli can ho donc with simiple materials. Bresd is baketl
at bonure, af course, unless ouîe wisies ta send seventy nmiles
for iL. Thoelheurs are only comfartably esrly atLte station,
unless there is extra womk ta be donce. Genemahiy, bow-
ever, one is up betinies ; for early morning is glorious
smong the New Zesland mountains ; clear and fresh, with
an exhiiarsting atmosphuere, sud a cmisp feeling eveti in
muidunimer. IL is a pleasure, iartover, whicb wîil bear
frequent ropetitian, te watchî ttue sky slowly brigîton
hehind the dark mountains, with lonug crinison raya stretch-
ing far into the intense bîuie, until at st the grand old
suri.hursts forth in full power. The breakfast table is al wsys
laden with fruit, whichlits ta ho frosbly gsthored, the
butter put into the snaw streaniutet cool, sud nauy other
duties attended to.-Cassell's Faniily Mlagazinte »'r Seq-
temnber. ____

TREASUujES UNDER THE SEA.

THE close Of the last century seema ta bave la on very
prolific in wrocks. The British frigato 1De Brook, ]est in
a stanm off Lewes, in the Ulnited States, in 1798, is stated
te have had on board no0 bas than 52,000,000 dollars'
wortli of specie sud jewels, taken front an inmercepted
Spanish fooet while- on bier voyage ta Halifax, sud with iL
were also taken 200 prisaners. The latter wero in irons
an the lowem docks whon the vessel faundered, sud aIl were
loat. Many yeara aftemwards, in 1881, aearch watt being
actively pmosecuted by a Diving Company for the pumpase
af mecavering titis spocie, the resttiof awbich bas not yet
heen chmonicled. IL would scarcely bo believed that valu-


