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LOUIS LLOYD'S LETTER.

AND so we bati arriveti in Japan, in the laund ef tiutetAfilms, anti cebweb hunes anti the quintessence Of
things....

The slip was stermeti by scores cf curions cmatures-
mon in dark bine tunics, with white cabalistie marks on the
back, their brewn faces, anti chests anti limbs ginting like
polisheti bronze ; men iii tighits, who miglit bave been
Florentines of the fifteenth century ; mouc in the loose
kimne.o Strange-leuking boats flecketi the sea; strange-
leoking, low-rooef-,d hliuses matie the tewa by the water's
edge. Away near the horizon uine ruse a linge cene-like
mass cf semnetbicîg white froiu a tiark green basin. Large
birtis floateti, anti wleeleti anti shriekedt trougli the air, anti
ever everything stretcheti a sky of tender, liazy blue. As
I looket at the fantasLie picturo paltet on the goît back-
greunatcf an Eastern inîruing it ail seemeti as mat a medley
of beauty anti gretesquenesci as ever artist imagineti fer a
Satsuma vase,. ..

Tliey bat tolci us of 9, landi of paper bouses andt ty
gartiens, wliore the fascinatiug beauties cf the tea-chest.
waiked the streets, beanties whe couiti wither with a sidie
glance al eur Greek ideais. They bat toit us, tee, bow
the fashiens of Etien were stili in vogue there, bow overy-
body was always contenteti anti happy, anti bow everybody
always smiledi. But notwithstauding these simple anti
benigu conditions of life, notwitlistanding cur tieliglit at
the new charmn of things, our foreigu sensibilities woult be
ofteu sheeketi, very nucli shoeketi inteeti. Tbey bad in-
sisteti upun tbat. "XVe camne te a sleepy, couventionai-
looking town, wbosge seber banks anti sbeps, anti large, cool
bouses snggestet f ar mere strongiy a eemmnnity favenring-
five o'ciocks, t ii eue that founti its satisfaction in contem-
platively sm kg at nean, anti living by the uncertaiw
liglit of parti-colaureti lanterns at mitnigbt. Nabody

ten years to a price which even now is S-550,000 above the
figure quoted by other comipanies, and whicb, before the
monopoiy has expireti, must in ail likelihooti be far beyond
the fabulous. But it appears that the citizens hati perpe-
trateti an cxceeding folly in thus attemipting to maintain
their rights and protect their purses. An alderman in
Council reati theni an admionition for their audacity, and
severe]y reprimandeti the gentleman who hail presitied.
The Counceil is eomposed flot of their trustees but of their
masters. The Royal is in danger of bankruptcy, and it is
more tban rumoured that miembers of thc Council are
flnancially interesteti in it. Su the contract was skilfully
engineereti througb-twenty-three voting for, and eight
against. An injunction is taiketi of te prevent the Mayor
from signing it ; b ut, as everybody's business in Montreal
is nobody's, we have probably heard the last of it.

The alderman who tauglit us oxîr duty in this respect is
now on the tapis as the successor of Mayor Abbott. A
requisition bas been presented tu the latter gentleman that
he shoulti ailow bimself te be nomuinateti again for bis tbird
terni. He bas, bowever, formially announceti bis inability
te do se, assigning as his reason tbe daims which bis busi-
ness, his age, anti bis Senatorsbip tiemanti upon him. The
fi-lit to secure an Etiglish Mayor, su keenlly waged in suc-
cessive contests against the late Mayor Beaudry's dom-
ineeringism, and su hardiy ivon at last, 5sOe'5 te bave
exbausted our British pluck. Aldermian Grenier, thougli
in former years repeatetily requested Il to run," lias now
been invited "lto stand," and the two expressions usually
understood to be synonomIous, grive the situation in a word.
Mr. Grenier bas bad a quarter of a century's training in
the Council, and, although. bis career bas flot been without
blemisb, bis future may be looked forward te with some-
tbing of confidence, fie is a successful business man, a
Director of the Richelieu anti Ontario Navigation Com-
pany, ant i st Vice-Presidenitcf the Boardi of Tratie. He
is a devout Catbolic, anti bis attitude tewartis the Royal
Electric Monopoly may at least bave deriveti sume pieus
euthusiasmn from tbe censideration tbat in a question of
Public taxation in Moutreal, hoe anti bis Cburcli will go,
net Scot free, but French free.

The marria.ge of two MeGill Bachelurs cf Arts, which
took place recently bas induceti une of the Professors te
be responsilîle for tbe feluwing ridtile :Two Baclielors
marrieti eacb otber uone _dasti eiug a baclieler; the other
neyver was a bachelor ; neitber can ever lie bacbelors ; yet
both are Baclielors still. VILLE MARIE.

MAKE Self the centre andi the level cf tby thought,
Anti thy horizon shah suo cicsely bietigetbee round

With petty cares, weak worries, ail se eOver-wrouglit
That of the worli withont thon hast lie siglt-na sounti.

Mount higlier 1 be it but tbe neiglîbour step that holtis
Another's trouble or aniothe-,r's joy than thine,

Each step xiii leati whe rîrrer atnîiospherc enfolds
Anti broader, as Ilîcu ris,-eqt. grews thy bountiary line.

Dost see tbe while thou risest biglier, higlier still,
I- Iio saii, iioi r t1w tlbisthýr'tt bati seernetigreat?'

What base unwvrthy aijns tiiy smnaiîer seul couit iflîl i
An, bencns thou itiiy leave thy life te fate Î

Nay! Climb the mast if thon wouid'st better view the sea;
Pusb eut each bounidary and ulicu stantiest stili at nauglt;

A. Goti-buund circle mucst b)e infinite as He,
Anti aiway thy horizon s9hapes te fit tby thouglit.

Toronto. ALME.

seemeti abuormally inclinedti t smile, anti wben we reacheti
the hotel door anti the jinrikisîa nman looketi derisivcly at
bis rigbtful fare cf ten sen, it ivas se like any Canadian
cabby tbat 1 feit quite an uncomfortabie twinge of home-
sickness. But, aftcrwards, we lcarnt this wasîî't at ail the
Japanese quarter cf Yokohama. Yokohama hiad a Japan-
esc quarter, bowever-a sort of never-ending fair that was
not very far away; we shoulti drive tbrougb it... .

We hati just bati time te Igive ourselves a littie lanti
look before going in to tiffin; a tiffin our aid frienti The
Compleat Angler prunounceti te lie as gooti, yes, qicite as
goutid as ever he bad tasteti at tbe Union Club (it was the
first remark 1 beard The Compleat Angler make after bis
arrivai in Japan), wben we were stoppeti suddenly by a
funuy, anxious-louking youth in Euroean tiress, but witli
a vcry unînistakabie crop cf straighit, thick Japanese bair,
anti a pair of littie qucstiening Japanese eyes. lie poketi
his carti at us andi saiti soniething about an Il nterviewi"
ant Il''reporter~," ant il"sounetbing sidcîn"Our bost
explaineti baîf smiiingly, baif compassionateiy, the obJcct
of the gentleman's visit. I didu't quite like the attitude
of eur bost in this matter; it was dccitiedly tierogatery,
anti seemeil eitber te doubt the importance cf two ef the
parties concc rned, or te belittie a situation tbat both Garth
anti I beamirîgly regartieti as flattcrîngly unique. My
judgment proveti preinature.

We ail three enteredth te drawing-room ; we ail tbree
smileti; anti then we were ail threc in a nervous uncer-
tainty as te what te de next.

ci We have come te sec yonr beautiful Japan."
This was clear, concise, politie ; Garth saiti it.
IlYou must excuse that 1 visit ladies withont intro-

duction," answereti the repurter somewhat irreievantly.
lie bat been waiting tu say it for suine time, anti now tîîat
he hati saiti it anti was reassureti,lie looket i mbre as if ho
meant business.

"lIt is a very long journey frem Mentreal te Japan,"
resumeti Gartb, wishing te bc at once encouraging anti
suggestive.

The reporter evitientiy tbougbt tbis fact wortby cf
remark, for lie said IliHn, lin," anti took eut bis note-book.

"lHo w lonug?ý" he asked.
"4Froin Montreal te Vancouver the distance 3,000

miles, anti froin Vancouver-"
Il Vancouver, Canada 1 " querieti the reporter.
IlYes, anti from Vancouver-"
But 1 saw hîim put it dcxvi as quiok as light, Il Distance

from Moutreai to Canada 3,000 is"
iMy IEýar," I murmnureci to Garth, in a veice that

trembleti witlî emution, Il 1 don't think tbe genitleman bas
quite untierstooti your statemnent." il It is 3,000 miles
from Montreal te Vancouver," 1 adtiet turning te the
reporter.

But tbe rashi youtb daslieti clown 'once again, IlFrom
Montreal te Canada~ 3,000 miles rioitie."

There was an awkward pause. I looketi away, my
lips trembleti, anti I toyeti nervously with my peeket-
liandkýrchief.

Il What the obJect of yeur caravanceryl?" came next.
We bcth gaspeti, our smile sputtereti into a laugli anti

then we matie frantic efflorts te stop.
IlYuu-you must think foreigners-very rude," 1

stuttereti.
IYes," was the somewhat unexpecteti reply.

XVe shouiti bave lest our balance compietely liatinet
Garth followed this up with astouriing sang froid :

"lYeu must net think we are laughing at yen," she
saiti; I"we are laughing at-at-an ecean voyage is se apt
make peeple nervous anti siliy."

"lVos," again repliedth te reporter, fraukly. 16I speak
the Englisb very batily," lie atitio, with a modesty that
appeaiet teus.

0f course, I wisbeti we coulti speak Japanese one
quarter as weii, anti Garth saiti, I"Yes, indeeti"; anti the
Youtb said, IlYcs." He bati evideutly net come te bandy
compliments, anti he really titi wish te know "lthe object
cf our caravancery," se he repeatfid bis query in another
form.

IWlat the abject of these ladies correspontients'
visit 1"

It seemeti a fair question, anti Garth answered it
accordingly.

IlHeariug there was a Paradise beonti the seas," she
bogan. Thenreporter saidl, IlHu, lin," anti went scribbling
aiung. But il think I bati better give you seme of the
resens Gartb presenteti fer coming te Il this enligliteneti
land," in the languagye of the yontli's translation cf the
interview after it bati appeareti in oeeof tbe Japanese
nowspapers. Accortiing te tiîis translation Miss Grafton
saiti that ber chief ebjcct was "lte sec the native life of
the people, the condition of social life, anti te know liew
goes the American anti Engii cîvilîzatien upon the dress,
eatings anti residenco of the peuple; to inspect
the fine arts, fine pictures andtihte etincation of this lanti.
By publishinz the informations ef thes'e things, we wisli
te bring eut the photo of this Paradise."

<lin, bu," saiti the reporter ; but Garth bat ne inten-
tion cf stoppingjust then; ber economic spirit was suddenly
reuseti, anti sbecentinueti-always accerding ta the trans-
la.tion .

"The railway betweeu Montreal anti Canada bas been
constructeti aireatiy, se, in utilizing this railway, anti also,
tli o nvenience of Canadian Pacifie steamers, the long
cliain of the great tratie may be liangeti out between
Mentreal anti Japan."...

Another liHn, lin," anether painful pause, anti then
Gartb asket whetlier auy ather lady carrespandents had
ever came ta Japan.

IYes," saiti the youtb, I"therti is come ta Japan na
other ladies correspondents."

We asketi news cf the twe gentlemen correspondents
whe bati just left.

"Mr. Norman lias gene Corea."
"Diti you know hîm 1"
"Yes-yes, sir, I kuow Mr. Nurmran."
"Mr. Carpeuter accompaniet i im
" es, sir-yes-yes, m)ai.
"Diti Mrs. Carpenter go to1
"Yes, m'amn-yes, miss-yes, sir, lielbas gene with

Mr. Carpenter."
Il I undorstand that Mr. Norman lias gene, but M'rs.

Carpenter, titi she go?1"
"Yes, sir, Mrs. Carpenter, lie lias gene."
"Oh! "

The gentier bcing somewliat of a stumbling-block, I
cliangeti the subject.

"fsuppose the Japanese don't particularly cbýject ta
foreign ladies cemiug amengst them 1"

"Yes.",

"Oh! do they ? I thouglit a great many Japanese
were marrying foreigners new. liaven't several cf your
officiais marrieti Amerîcan ladies ? "

IlThe Japanese gentlemen tioes net marry se mucl-
se many-now."

But the youtli ditin't appreciate this exami-nation on
our part, se lie resumeti:

IlWill you tell te me wbat of iuterest on your jeurney 1
anti that happy translation maltes me repiy :

Il cressing the Rocky Mountains we 5sw the wooden
snew pretects upon the meuntain for pretectîng of the
sutiten falis of tlie snow."

Whie another net lesa pleasant version of wbat 1 saiti

"Whou we are passing the distance between meunt
Rocky I hati a great dan'ger, for the snew on the mountains
ici faliing tiown anti the -raîlroad shail be eut off. There-
fore by tho snow-sbed wbicli was matie by the tree its
falling was defenti."

lin, hbu."
Tlie youth refiecteti a moment anti then:
IlWbat is yeur opinion about tlîat Japan ladies dress

in foreigu style anti bave their bairs matie in f oreign style V'>
Anti the translation says f answered:
IlWe have not seen yet these ladies, but 1 think it ici

better te dress in native style fer them, because they bave
the native liantsonie dresses, very mucli nicer, 1 suppose."

Iliere was a vory leng panse, indeeti, after this. Our,
frienti bat evitiently one more important questien te ask
us; sudtlenly it came ont.

IlWill yen tell te me ycur age ?"
We were se surpriseti that we tolt i hum quite simiply

the trutli.
<lin, lin," anti li put it dewn.
When 1 toek bis noto-book te correct the spelling of

our names, 1 saw, IlTwe very nice ladie§î correspondents
of noble looking, ageti-.

We teck but a linrried ride tbreugh tlie Japanese
quarter of Yokoliama, for it is net the thing te be Ilimu-
pressed" ta any extent with Japaneýe scenes tilI you get
te Tokyo. Nevertlieless, we founti it very wonderful,
extravagantly picturesque that Japalîese quarter in the
late afternoen. There were tierce leoking storelieuses, al
painteti black anti with iron bars; tliere werc tiainty, make-
believe liabitatians of paper anti wooti; there wore great,
wide streets filleti with what seemeti a masqneratiing mul-
titudle, anti there was always the tircamy bline sky anti the
lazily flyimg birds. LOUIS LLOYD.

T'okyo, Japan, Dec. loth, 1888.

MAX O'1?ELL ON AMERICAN SOCI'I'Y.

IN the Jannary number cf T/he Forum the popular author
cf John Bull (end Hlis Island lias soine very interost-

ing notes an Amierican seciety. ' is style ici net se
sFrencliy," ner is it 50 mocking as formeriy ; the tone

even approaclies gravity now anti thon, but this only tends
ta beigliten the effect of bis humerons touches, whicb are
as bright anti as gay as ever. Altogether, we like Max
O'Rell btter in thesejottings than in anything else cf bis
wbicb wc have yot seen. le tells us that since bis return
from the Unitedi States lie lias set about answeriug the
question, Wliat de yeni think of America ? anti that bis
answer bias filet a cimaîl volume. At the request cf the
editor of The Forum lie givos the gist cf it in a short
article. It is hardly necessary te say that Canada tees
net figure in the article. In their «limpressions " the
republic's distînguisheti visitors invariably ignore aur part
cf the Continent, even thougli tbey may condescend te
cross the froutier fer a day er twa, anti accept the liospi-
tality cf Canadians.

Se auxions were the Americans ta learu wbat were
Max O'Rell's notiens abaut America anti Arericans, that
lie bat lartiiy arriveti on boarti the Germanir, at Liver-
pool, before the purser baudet the Frencliman a letter
from tlie editor cf a Now York literary paper. IlDear
sur," rau the letter, '<Ceulti you, tiùring yeur voyage, write
an article for me?'hI sheulti like te publisb it sean after
your arrivai in the States. Subjeet . Veur Precanceivet
Nations of America." Max O'Rell bore pokes a little sly
fun at the Americans for their eagerness te know wbat ici
thauglit about tliem, anti their fondness for compliments

-la prenouncet cbiidish site te their cliaracter." Mr.
Smnalley, the London correspondent af tlie New York


