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among the pine groves they had examined, and thein great object anyway
was to see as much of the country as possible. So they struck out on a
different route on their return tramp. Every now and thon they came
upon most enticing groves of pine which it was impossible to pases without
examination. The country they traversed was leven nicher in pine of thatl
superior grade of which they were in searl than that which they haed,
passed through on their outward bound trip. There was se mucli to attract
the ]umberman's eye and deliglit his fancy that they Iingered and examined
longer than was prudent or safe. As W- said, "lwe would sometimes
get to the top of a high mountain fromn which we would have a wide view
of the country on every sie, we would see perhaps several miles off a fine
grove of pine ; ' we must go and examine thatl Ned,' Wetheral would say,
«it would neyer do to go back without some idea, of the quantity and
quality of that grove."

Thougli it was against W-'s better judgrnent, still the attraction
was too great, and go they did, and in this way nepeatedly. Thus unkno v-
ingly to thernselves they deviated fnom. the proper course, and became
more and more entangled in the pathiesa windings of that vast northern
wilderness. In this way four days passed, and thein stock of provisions
was just about exhausted. Stili so confident wene they that they were
travelling in the night direction, and rapidly nearing the shanty, that they
felt no alarm. On the morning of the fifth day-the ninth out from, the
shanty-they ate the last scrap, of their provisions, "land a mighty poor
breakfast it was'> said W -. They were so sure however of their course,
and that they would reach the shanty thatl night by a forced march that
they resolved to câche their blankets and any articles they had, and make a
rush for it. They took nothing but the rifle, which W- carried, and a
small axe each by the others ; thus in Iight marching order they set off in
full confidence of reaching the shanty that night.

Ail day long they rapidly walked in the supposed tnue course till late
in the afternoon, when Wetheral said to bis brother, "'Keep a sharp look-
out, Ned, for a partnidge, on a rabbit, I amn gtitting awfully liungry." But
neither rabbit non pantnidge was to be seen.

Thus they tnamped sturdily on till the near approach of night compelled
them to haIt, and yet no eig of the shanty, non any familiar landmanks to
indicate that they were in its vicinity. Penforce, therefore, they knew
that they muet make what preparations they could in the failing liglit to
camp for the niglit. These were quickly made, and they made up their
minds to pass the niglit as best they could in the circumstances. It was a
dreary outlook-the night was bitterly cold, without blankets or a monsel
to eat, nothing more dismal or depressing could be conceived. But they
wene not the men to lose heant or give way to useless forebodings. Sucli
incidents are nlot of uncommon occurrence in the expenience of backwoods-
men, and muet be met and borne with patience and resolution. So they
prepared to "ltougli it " for the niglit in the most practicable mannen
possible. It was agreed that they would take tune of two hours each of
watching and sleeping, as it was a inatten of imperious necessity that the
fire should be kept fully replenished until daylight. Joe volunteered to
take the first watch, and W-- and bis brother gladly stretched tliemselves
befone the great cheeny blaze and souglit for the mucli needed repose, and
almost immediately wene wrapped in deep overpowering sleep. And 110W
occurred what might have been a most tragical and fatal issue to them, and
from which they escaped in an almost minaculous manner. Big Joe proved
faithless. Left to hiniseif, hie soon became drowsy, and, af ter a few attempts
to keep awake, succumbed, and almost unconsciously sank down by bis
companions in as profound a slumbeir as their own. The situation was a
terrible one. The fine, unreplenislied by liglit dry wood, s00on began to die
away, and, with it, the lives of those three vigorous stalwart men. lt was
an awful and a pitiful sight. The temperature was pnobably thirty-five or
forty degrees below zero, and the merciless cold, no longer moderated by
the great blazing fine, was exerting its full deadly effect over those sleeping
unconscious fonrms. Without any covening on protection, with upturned
faces to the starny sky, they slept on hour after hour more deeply stili into
the sleep fromn which there would be 11o awakening. -In the weird, solemn
stillness of that almost Arctic winter's night, unbroken only by the sharp
pistol snaps of the keen frost among the twigs and boughs, in the dense
solitude of the piny forest they were sleeping their lives away as sunely
and hopelessly as montai ]ife cea be lost. But it was not se fated. By
some unaccountable influence which lie could neyer undterataiid, W-
suddenly awoke to consciousness and life, but that awakening, lie said, was
the most terrible expenience lielever underwent. At finst lie thouglit lie
was dead-every limb and muscle was no benumbed with cold that lie felt
absolutely paralysed, and beref t of if e and feeling. H1e had to pinch and
pound himself to find out, as lie said, Ilwliethen it was really himself in
the flesli or not." The first thing that fully recalied him. to bis senses and
to the liorrors of his position was the stony whiteness of bis companins
faces, apparently set in tlie rigid frozen case of deatli. Then the active
strong will.power of the man asserted itself, and witli a great shout lie
leaped to bis feet and began witliout stint or mercy to kick and pommel
their senseless bodies. And none too, soon was this vigorous method of
nesuscitation appied-in ail pnohability in another liour it would have been
a liopeless case with tliem. iBut gradually, and with many a grunt and
groan and lieavy sigli, life and full awakening came back to tliem. The
fine was rekindled and solon made into, a great roaning flame, and in its
warming, cheering blaze tliey danced and leaped and sliouted like maniacs till
the circulation was fully restored, and tliey began to feel like live human
beinge once more. No more thouglits of sleep entered their leads that
niight, y ou may be sure, and with the flrst glim mer of dayliglit they resumed
the tramp full of liopef ul expectation of neaching the slianty in a few hours
at the most, But it was not s0 to be. Mile after mile was covered, tlie
heure slipped past until again the afternoon came round, and yet no sign

of the slianty, or any indications of being neaner to it. The cravings of
hunger, intensifled by fatigue and the keen frosty air, were painfully press
ing. Wetheral's appetite was getting less fastidious.

"Ned, " said lie, Illook out sharp for a woodpecken, or a squirrel, any-
thing to eat."

IlYes," said Big Joe, Ilshoot an Indian if you see him. 1 am hungrY
enougli to eat even him."

But nlot a living object came within observation; ail was still and
lifeless as a churchyand. But now tlie terrible thouglit began to take
possession of their minds, thougli they hardly dared to utter it to 01ne
another, that they had lost their reckoning and true course, and were
wandering they knew not wliere. The day had been overcast witli black
clouds since early morning, and they liad no compass ; in those dayl it
was seldom carried by bushnangers, thougli now it is of more general use,
.At length, Wetheral couid no longer conceal bis anxiety. "-Ned," said le,
I believe you have lost the course ; instead of going towands the shantl,

for ail we know we may be going the opposite direction, niglit for lludson'5
Bay." But W-, in bis positive manner, would not admit this, but Was
sure they were in the propen direction, and would likely reacli the sbaflty
that niglit if they would only "lkeep up the steam." So, after a short rest,
tliey again pushed on at thein veny best speed.

But niglit and darkness, which put a stop to aIl travelling in tlîe bush,
again settled down upon tliem, and with wearied limbs and jaded spirite
tbey made the necessany arrangements for passing another niglit in the
snow around the flue. If their sittiation of the previous niglit was badl it
was tenfold wonse 110w. With fierce hungen gnawing at their vitals, and
limbs aching at eveny joint, and eyelids lieavy as lead for want of sweet
sleep, yet they knew that they daned not nepeat the terrible expenimeiit Of
the niglit before. No one could trust the othen to keep watch while lie
slept, and sleep in their exhausted condition without fine meant death.
Thougli they liad pienty of tobacco, yet, wlien they lit their pipes, they foufld
they couldn't suioke; their mouths and throats were so dry and panolied
that the smoke pained and stifled tliem. They did not dare even to lie
down, for the moment the head got into a recumbent position sleep lve
poweringly seized theni. Not a friendly star shone out from the overc&e
eky to give them. an inkling as to their whereabouts, or decide the miserabS
uncentainty as to their proper course. Thus, in altennate sitting and
walking about the fine, and thnowing on ahl the firewood they couid gathl
they passed the long dneary hours of thatl terrible night, until the weicOu'5

dawn broke through the dankness. Then the tramp was resumed, but
with fan less heant and spirit than the morning hefore. Though W-r
still stoutly maintained that lie knew whene lie was and that they were i'
the right direction for the shanty, stili the othens wene thorouglily
dispinited, and followed in bis wake with listless and heavy stops.

About nid-day Wetlienal, whose strained eyes were eageniy scanning
the country on every side, suddenly gave a great shout and JOYOUsî'y calied-
out : "lThene is the shanty at last. I can see the smoke rising or the
top of the trees," and sure enougli, a thin column of emoke could be0
distinctly seen about a mile off, at niglit angles to the course theY wr
punsuing, in the direction to whici lie pointed.

Itl can't be my shanty," said W -, "lbut it must be an India"
camp, and we'll get something teoùes, anyway."

Hunger, fatigue and anxiety were ail fongotten in the cheering prospoe
of succour and direction, and they quickly covered tbe ground betW6011
them and the col of smoke. But if even men in sucli distressiflg r
cumstances met witli a bitter and heart-breaking disappointment it W
oun friends. Instead of the outnush and loud yelping of doges and the
usuai accompanmments of an Indian camp, there was a stillness and deartb
of ail life which betokened something ominous and foreboding, whicb, Slao'
80011 became evident. The smoke which had so cheened their heants r0n
froui a huge fallen pine, wbose butt end was brighly burning, and in front~
of it, as near as she could sit without being burned, crouched an oldà"I
decrepit squaw, drawing tiglitly round lien shivering body lier scanty Il
ragged clothes. She was apparently over seventy years of age, and ini th
awful loneliness and solitude of the place seemed the veny embodiment l
desolation and misery. Oun f niends stood aghast at the spectacle., 17b
own trials and troubles were fongotten for a time as tliey gazed upolt'
awful picture of absolute wretcbedness. With thein expenience Of ld"
life and manners they quickly understood what it meant. The old squa<e
liad been abandoned by lier friends ; enfeebled by old age and infir0ity
she had been unable to travel, and had been lef t thene to die in lier 'onei
ness and misery. No doubt the party may have beeon starviiig t eft j'ee
and could do nothing for lier; at least they had humanity enoughlf l

to murder and et lier. Witli the exception of a few strings forsarn

tutions and exiposur e o l someu ~nsdeas rtoul de te O
scrap of provisions, non a blanket or covèring of any kind excePtherg
she wore were to be selen. And yet she baad lived on in this ternibehe

tuton nd xpourefo soe cnsieraletime. They could. bl9e eticlshe had camped first in a cedar swamp near by, but this becoming dfrom the scarcity of dry finewood she lad set fine to this large Steahdead pine, and, when burned tlinougb at the butt, it had failen She 117
slept at niglit i11 front of the burnirlg trunk. As the fine gradua ai
burned Up the tree shle had scrapdaa h e a ndseto the W11,0
ground underneath. They counted nine successive sleeping Places, sli of
as many niglits whene elie lad made lier bed, and as there were slie COU
dead pine standing near tliere was no0 sayil bow long, provided Ob erAbl1
snane a rabbit 110W and then, sble miglit contrive to drag out lier Diis15 end
existence. To ahl appearance she was in the Last stage of dig$Olltlonl'tber
seemed, in fact, almost insensible of tlieir presence. They 0 .l forn0S

make lier understand their own destitution, non get fnm lier anl berstion as to the direction te uht g.Tycoldonothi'0
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