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THE 11OSOURABLE WILFRID LAURIER, M.P.

F'Oithe banks of the Loire, in the ancient Province of Anjou, came
a French family bearing the naine of Laurier, to settie on the shores of the
hU6i St. Lawrence, in 1650. The spot they selected for thejir new home
'vas the segniory of Lachenaie, in the county of L'Aqsomption, andi it was at
lit. Lin, in the saine segniory, that the present leader of the Canadian Liberat

Party in the Huse of Commons was borni, on 2Oth November, 184 1. In a
p Chaînher wvhere the average age of the memibers is above fifty, and where

the First Minister is a patriarch in ycars, the Hon. Wilfrid Laurier may
8till be classed as a young mian. In appearance hie does not show the
Weeight of the cares of .4tate ; for lus dark hiair is full and wavy, his tait
andi rather silender figure is straiglit as an arrow, and with hîs clean-shaven
face, hie miglht easily be taken for one of the younigest menmbers of the
IloU'se Zy

A.lthough botlî his father anti grantifather were landi sur veyors, he did
'lot adopt the sainte profession, but after teaving L'Assomption Cottege lie
Pur8ueti a course of lega I studies ini Montreal, in the office of Hon. R{.
.L4flamme. Daring this period lie took the law course at _MoGili Univer-
MitY, anti receiveti the tiegree of B.C.L. iii 1864. He was caiied to the
Q Uebec Bar in 1865, and begani the practice of the law in Momtreal ; but
bi8 healtb was imnpaireti by bis application to stutiy, anti he soon af ter abari-
doopti the lave anti entereti upori the career of journalism, as editur of Le
De/ric/leur, a Liberai ncwspaper publisliet in Arthabaskaville. Lt w-âs not
long, lîowever, before hie was able to begin the practice of the taw in tus
110w home, anti lie speedily buit up a large business, wbich his law firin
'stili enjoys. It was not likcty that abilities of so lîigb an order as his
'Ould be long overlooketi by tîme leaders of the Liberal party, anti Mr.
Laurier was accordingly selecteti in 1871, as a candidate for tice coulity of
D)rummnonti anti Arthabaska in the Quebec Legistature, anti was triumph-
eantly electeti He remaineti in the Provincial'Hiouse for tbree years, anti
the BYstem of Dual Representation, which at that time permitteti members
of the Commons to holti seats in the Local Legislatures, gave himi collea2ues
'l brilliancy and experience. lie ftesheti bis iaiden sworti in contesta with
essrsi Cartier, Cauchon, anti Langevin, anti amlong tus ninior aîîtagonists

8tOOd the young Conservative member for Terreb)onne, who is hili senior
bY Onty a year, anti who again faces liinî as Secretary of State in the bouse
0f Co(Ifimons. It cannot be doubteti that thîe presence of sncb reînarkabie
rÛei3 arnongst tue Liberal Opposition in Quebec as Mr. botton, Mr. Fournier,
a.nd Mr. Joly diti muctu to moulti the opinions of tîteir young follower froin

rýUinînonti anti Arthabaska, wtîo was destijuet soon to occupy a bigher poli-
ticaî Position than any of tbem ever reacheti.

When Mr. Mackenzie matie lis successful appeal to the conntry in1814, lie soucht out the young tieputy whose reputation hati been so firmly
et'8ablisïheti by bis success in the Quebec Legistature, anti persuadeti bim to
Contest bis own county for the Ottawa spat. Mr. Laurier respondeti to
the cali, anti entereti the bouse of Comnuons, after a keen contest, as memt-
ber for Drummonti andi Arthabaska.

Those who were present on 30tu March, 1874, whieî the Atitress was
1110v0d in repty to tha Speech front the Tbrone, witne8sed a reiiiarkable dis-
P14Y Of oratory. The inover was Thonmas Moss, the seconder was Wilfrid
Laurier. The reptitation of eacb was great. Mr. Moss hati achieveti

th ost distinguisheti successes at the University of Toronto, andi hati
ree"Obed a higb position at the Bar. Hie was inarked ont by aIl wbo knew

hilfor stiti highier things, anti althougbi afterwards cnt off ini the prime
of life, lie liveti to adoril the higbest judiciai position in Ontario. The
eePectatioiis of the audience were not disappointeti. If the Engzlish speech
ce Mr. 3Voss was a splendid effort, no less diti the charmn of Mr. Lanrier's
e10iluence in bis native tongue captivate the listeners. The praises
'acordeti tis two mnaiden speeches were îiot the moere conventional

e0t 'Plw-ensalways consitiereti appropriate on such occasions.
flic functions of a private memiber of the House of Coinmons who is

ot 8 of a large majority supporting a Ministry are not of colossal importance.
18 fl ot safe for himt to criticise in public the measures of the Admninis-

tratiOnl for wluich, as a party man, ho inay have to give a vote, lis private
rentinbtrances are oftcn unavailing, anti the spectacle is frequently wit-
riee8crd of uuembers voting for Ci'overnment measures, which thcy may con-
.ti. inexpetiient anti nnnecessary, anti to the detaits of wbich they inay

019Yobject. Lt is to be liopeti that tue party wbip tiocs not often84pline mcm bers to desert a principle they value.
1ue a Governinent supporter is flot free to attack Ministerial measures,

,,ther is he at liberty to put himself forwarti, unasked, as their champion.
Q8gentlemen of tlîe Treasnry benches are apt to resent a gratuitonsdefence Of their policy, hecause it may commit them to untenabte positions.

ot the whole, where a measure is matureti after full consitieration in the
"ret conclave of Ministers, it is seldoin a safe policy for an uniiiitiateti

6 PPOrter to rush forward to defenti it in tiebate.
Pl or such reasons Mr. Laurier hati but a moderate opportuntity to dis-

Play bis ability un the llouse of t'uuumoils between 1874 and 1877. In
buly of the latter year, be reâponded wo tue invitation of tlue Liberals of Que-

Leý1Y o deii ver ait addres un" "Political Liberalism." The whole grounti
Pae covered by Mr. Laurier in this remarkable pronounicement. His

rt atfor ycars been traduceti as revolutionists of the inost extreme
"1riaan scbool, as teaching doctrines subversive alike of public order, and

tb aieigion. Many simîple souls believeti this siander, anti among others
lParish priests wue very generally lilleti witlî genuine horror anti alarmn

li ally prospect of politicai succs for the Qucbec Liberals, either in
IOriuiOn or Provincial affaîrs. No mnan in Canada was better qualifieti

tu correct tl1t5 error than Mr. Laurier. Hie hati, front bis earliest years,

397

been a profounti stutient of Englisb coîîstitutional history anti an ardent
admirer of the heroic straggles for liberty by the Engiisb people. I t was
upon that model lue desireti to rnould (Janadian liborties, anti to win
by purely constitutionat means eveiy advauce iii freein auud progressive
developînent for bis country. lii bis own words spoketî to the Queboc
Liberals :-" We are a happy anti free people~; we owe this freetiom to the
Liberal institutions which govern us, which we owe to our forefatiiers anti
to the wisdom of the Mother Country. The policy of the Liberai party is
to guarti those institutions, to (tefenti anti propagate tbemn, anti untier the
rule of theso institutions to tieetop thc latenit resources of our country.
Sncb is the poiicy of the Lib-ýral paîty, anti it lias no otber."'

Mr. Laurier entereti Mr. Mackenzio&s Cabinet, as Minister of Inlanti
Revenue, in September, 1877, anti was tiefeateti wliprn he went back for
re-election. Hie was at once oflereti East Quebec, ant ibas ever since sat
for that important constituency, holding it by immense inajorities. At a
catîcus of the Dominion Opposition, lbelti towaîds the endi of the Session of
1887, Mr. Laurier was nnaniinously chosen as leader of the Party in the
place of Hon. E. Blake, who resigneti on account of ill-heatl.

The position of the Fr.iîscî-<anadian people is elitirely unuique. Separ-
ateti from their ancestral home by the lapse of ncarly ten generations of
inen, anti living under a foreign flac, t bey have preserveti witu pions
pride the language, the creeti, anti niaiiy of tue cnstoius of otti Normandy
anti Bretagne, with more fitielity than thecir fellow-countrymen who
reminet lueluint. The France of to-day is îiot th,' France of otti, nor
tloes it specially attract the Franco-Canadiauîs. Yet they catînot feel for
Etigland the syînpatuy of race. Cnt off tlueu, as ttuey are, fromt any other
country but Canada, tluey feet an intense love for their native landt. Tbey
fotight for tlîeir dear firesides untier Montcalin against the Union Jack
anti tbey foughit for thein again bencath the foltis of the Etnglish flag untior
DeSalaberry. There are no truer Canadiaîîs to-day, andt none more loyal
to the free institutions which we possess, tluan our Frencb-speaking follow-
citizens. This idea bas often been eloquently expresseti by Mr. Laurier.
When, in 1887, he secontiet the Jubilee atitress to the Qucen, the wluole
Ilouse rang witu plandits eliciteti by bis cloquent anti manly expressions
of loyalty to the Qucen, anti speaking for luis own race lue saiti :-"1 It is a
great pleasure to une to say that if ber Caîjadian subjects ought to be grate-
ful to bier Majîesty, tîmere aie none of thein wbo ought to be so gratoful to
bier as tier subjects of Frenchu origin, because tliere is no ciass of ber suh-
jects who have so profiteti by the era of liberty whicuh was ushereti in by
hier ascension to the throne." Thuis toyalty, fouuudeti on reason anti grati-
tude, is more tikcly to bo eîiduring than the luysttiiai aîud jiiugo loyalty,
wluîch occasionally ticvetops iteîf among soiue of lier Mitjcs4ty's subjecta in
Canada.

As a Parlîamentary orator, it is concedeti by frienut aîîd opponont alike,
that Mr. Laurier is unequalieti in Canuada to-day. WVhen, in 1886, ho was
pleading the cause of the Half-breetis of the Nort-XV est, tu lfelti the House
spetl-bounti fron tlue begiîiîuing to thîe endi of bis speech. Lt was of that
effort Mr. Blake spoke when lue saiti:-'" My honourable frienut, not con-
tent witb having, for thbis long time, iii lus own touigue, borne away the
patin of Parliaunentary eloquence, lias invadeti ours; aîud in tluat fieldtibas
pronotuncoti a speech whlui, inii nyhluinubIc judguueîit, inerits tluis compli-
ment, because it is the trutb, that it was the finest Parliamentary speech
ever pronounceti in the Parliauuwnt of Canada since Confetieration."

Besides bis fine preseuice, pleasing voice, aiud admirable manner, Mr.
Laurier neyer fails to elovate luis subicct to a luiglu plan-e, to brigh ten it by
illustrations tirawn froîn a varieti knowletige of memci anti books, aîud often
to give, in a few contienseti phrases, the' creaiu of îuany arguments. The
announcement that bie is likety to speak is always the signal for a crowtied
house anti a well-filled gallery. Lt is certaiuly a marvel tbat any man
shoulti ho able to acquire sucb remarkable commanti over the nicetios of a
foreign tongue.

Mere eloquence atone doca not fit a public muan for the leadiership of a
party. An alert anti intelligent intercst in pubic business is indispensable,
anti turing the tirst session of Mr. Lanrier's leadership ho bas alreatiy
shown himself entirely qualifieti in this respect. But, aftcr al], to be a
true leader of men, qualities of the heart are at least as requisite as intel-
lectuat pre-eminence. Kintily instincts, also, often leati to a treatînent of
political opponents, wbicu tisarms thein more effectnally than the keenest
weapons of logic, or the fiercest onslaugbts of invective. Truty the-e are
necessary anti sharp differences of opinion to be expresseti on public ques-
tions, anti it is not in hunuan nature that btow shoulti not be returneti for
blow. But we are tauglut hy the example of ail the groatest among the
statesmen of Erîglanti, that it is possible in the mitist of the political strife,
in the vory din anti shock of tho conflict, so to deai witu public questions as
to tienounce measuros rather timan men, anti that no gooti cause requires that
porsonal wountis shoulti ho inflicteti upon an ativersary. An unorring anti
kintily natural instinct tuas preventeti Mr. Laurier front inaking an onemy
of a political opponent turing bis public career, anti perhaps this gives him
imore power in the buse of Couinions than ail bis eloquence. On bis own
side, he is the sympathetic frienti, as well as the trusteti leader, of every
individual member; on tîme other side, lie is. by ail, honoureti, respeoeot, anti
admireti. J. D. Eooauî.

Le bas geuaerally been believeti that the reduction in average height of
French soldiers which followed Napoleon's wars, due, of course, to the im-
mense slaughter in thoso campaigns, matie ail of those soltiiers the shortest
in Europe. But, according to a bigb medicai anti military authority in
Russia, the minimum height of the iRussian anti the French conscript is
about equal-five feet ; wluile in most other Enropoan countries the mini-
mum ranges fromn five feet one inch to five foot three inches.
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