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Gladstone and the ministry card-sharpers and thimble-riggrers,--since

'bonnet' is thieves' slang for the confederate who pînys ininocenit for these
8windlers in order to decoy greenhorns into the trap. Ami yet Sir Stafford

Cones of one of the most ancient landed famîlies of Enalanid, with a pedigree

going back 780 years, and lie ought to lie a gentlemian."j

A good clerical. story is told in an Eaglish paper. Canon Knox
Little had been preaching in St. Paul's, London, and bis peculiarly reviv-

alist style was being mucli cricitised before a hilgh. ecclesiastic. 'cVoxr et

Proeterea nihil 'e asked one of the commeatators of the dignitary. Il Oh
110," lie replied, affecting to lie shocked, "Knox et proetei'ea Little."

TEE scene in court when Lord Coleridgre was attacking Mr. Yates
anld the World is said by a London correspondent to have been very

6eciting. Lord Coleridge eau lie as severe as any living man ;but lie is

capbleof ntese ninaion, and the way in which lie deniouilced the
WForld and its contributors and its readers made the court stare. For a

ri101m1ent the Chief Justice assumed the rôle o? a cliastiser of the fanîts of
the age ; and as lie used the whip, the follies lie abomninates seemed to fly.

X0 sucli a scarifyiag judgment lias been delivered f rom the Englisli beach
ill our time. The samne authority thinks unless Mr. Yates can mnana ge

tO defeat the judgment o? the Court o? Queen's Bench by raising wliat
88eisk like an uapromisiag teclinical point, lie will find humnself placed in

Prison for four montlis. Mr. Yates is now fifty-three years of age, and
probably the tliing lie will have mnost to fear would lie the sudden cessa-

tioil o? lis very active habits.,

RACiNG proper, in Eagland, may lie said to begin wvith the Newmarket
-Pirst Spring Meeting, whicli commences on Tuesday and tlie f ollowirig days

of flext week, and raciag representatives o? ail nations wvill lie drilwn

t0getlier on the classic doNwns, associated withi that far-fatnied home o?
horse racing, for at this meeting the horses in trainiag beloiming to Lord

F4alrnoutli ar'e to lie brouglit to the hammier. Racing iii England( liats
attained to sucli gigantie prop)ortions that it miay lie almnost Iooked upon ifl

the liglit of an important native indnstry, and regarded as sucli. 'rie

1etirement o? Lord Falmnoutlî from the turf must bu deemed a national

calarlity. Since the retireient of Lord George Rentinek, in 1846, n

'vent lias excitcd so inuch surprise, or caused sîmcl universal regret, as the

r anno(uncement that the wholo of Lord Falmnoutli's stmid was te lie disposed
Oe. The turf is now in a transition state, and the loss of one who lias for

O0 long been its brightest adorament and its strongest pillar is ami irrepar-

a'ble one. Iu the last year or so the turf lias, by the irori liand of death,
1o8t too many o? its most distingîîished votaries :Prince Batthyany, Lord

8tanlford, Counit Lagrange, Mr. Gretton, and Mr. Stirling Crawford have
aill crossed to the majority. The voluntary retirement of Lord Falmoutlî

ITiakes the gap the more conspicuous. For over a quarter of a century bis

lordship lias figured prominently in racing circles, and now retires witli a
rePutation for ptobity and straiglitforwardness against whiclh the breath o?

6andai lias neyer been raised.

Ilistory sometimes repeats itself. Lord George Beatinck disposcd of a
I)rywinner in IlSurplice." There are more unlikely tlîings than that

IlUarvester " may credit lis purchaser with the Blue iRibaiid of the turf,
thougli, unliku Lord George, the colours of Lord Falmnouth have twice

beenl carried to victory in.the classic evet-to have secured wlîich Lord

George would have given tua years of lis life. Lt is wull known tChat Lord
Palraouth neyer bets. Hie is said to have made but one in lis life, aad

that sixpence, with Mrs. Scott, wiea lie laid against lis owa mare " Queen

78ertha," wlio won the Oaks imi 1863. The bet was paid with a brand newv

RIXPence, set in diamonds, and mighty proud of it was the happy possessor.
Ail the great events of the turf have, in turn, fallea te the manipulation of
the Powerful triumvirate, Lord Falmouth, Matthew Dawson, and Fred

Archer. The value of stakes won in the last fiteen years amouats to cou-
8iderably over one amillion dollars, yet it may well lie doubted whetmer
Lord Falmouth retires a winaer in the long rua from lis racing specula-

A DY went froin London to Oxford to ascertain for hersel? about the
dieerenice betweea Puseyism o? tliat day and Anglicaaism. Af ter having

sPerit a short time tliee in visiting several churches and uni versity chapels,
ehe was constraiaed to leave without liaving satisfled lierself f ully upon

j tePoint. On lier way up to London, lowever, she met a reverend

genItleinan in the train who happened to lie Dr. Pusey himself, and, witliout

kn'Owing who lie was, she asked him if lie could enligliten lier about the
0bject o? whicli she was in quest. iHiis quainit reply was: Il , also, heard

Il go0d deal about the Puseyites, but I can assure you, madam, that I am
7aut o)ne."'

327

INTERl-DOil NlI N A ND PRO VINCIAL FIWANCES.

OxcE more,, a demand for an increase of the Federal subsidies to the

Provinces lias been granted. It is in the nature of those calls that twice

as mucli as is asked lias to be given. Three or four provinces, finding

thimselves deficient in revenue, caîl upon. the Federal Government to supply

their wants ; and the necessity of balancing one dole by another makes al

th(- provinces sharers inthe increase. For the addition some provinces had

no need; and the supposed adjustmient of initerests by these make-weiglits

involves inevitable waste. Soîne Provinces get iniey which tliey do not

wvant, andi which they must either needlessly spend or useiessly hoard. Temp

tation to extravagance is put in their way ; and if they yield to it, as they

are sure to do sooner or later, hiabits wvil1 lie formed which wilI demand a

constant increase of expenditure. The imprudent expenditure of Quebec,

which. lies at the root of these demands, will inuet no chieck s0 long as

supplies can be got frein the Federal (iovernmient for tlie asking. The

nîioney distributed to the Provinces aiust first be collected fromn them ; but

as it will l)e collected in iliiferent proportîins, the richest Provinces, con-

sumncn mnost dutiable goods, will be made to contribute to the local, expen-

diture of the poorer. Whiat is offered as an equitable àdjustment really

causes an unequal and unfair distribution of burthens. If Quebec requires

more revenue, hier necessity does not warrant lier in forcing Ontario,
indirectly, to assist in contributing to its increase. The sub4idies do not

formn the sole resource of the Provinces ; powers of taxation were conferred

upon them, to enable tbem to supplement this source of income ; but they

xvill not risk the opposition of their constituents by an exercise of those

powvCr5 s0 lon)g as tlicy eau supply their wants by repeated demands for an

increase of the subsidies.
The great danger of these concessions is that they are not controlled by

the check of any constitutionial limitation. The nul into which the

îrîcreasing amioumîts are, from timie to timie, tin'owvn, is unfathomable. A

constitutional limitation there was--each Province was to get a stated sum

-but mneans were found to break thirough or -et over th(, tixed limiit ; an-d

there is no scruple about miaking deinanlds to supply wants created by

imprudent expenditure. The latest aumounits granted are capitalized, and

interest thereon is payable to the Provinces. If the wholc of the subsidies

were capitalized, and representcd by scurities Hiable to be paid off, and a

eonstitutional inhlibitioni agaimîst any further increcase of the amnounit were

set rmp, there would be grouuid for hiope iii connection with wliat is now the

miost liopeless feature of our finances.

It is perliaps unfortunatu Chat any agreement for subsidies was ever

imade. But the bargain, once entered inito, should have been strictly carricd

out. On the Dominion was thrown Élie burthen of the greater part of the

pre-existing public delit. Nor was this an unireasonable arrangemient,
since to the Domninion were accorded the custoins and excise duties. Blit

Q nebec becomiing imipatient under its share of the load of delit, a redîstri

butin of burtlheus was malle; the load of Ontario and Quebee was liglît-

ened, niot wholly tbrowa off, at the expense of the Dominion ; the other

Provinces receiving an increase, by way of niake-weight. The deinand for

the shifting of the burthen camne fromn Quebee, and Ontario acquiesced in

the settlemneiit. The other Provinces were glad to receive an increase

sO strong is the delusion that the Provinces can be benefitted individually

by robbingç themselves in the aggregate.
Soiiie of the Provinces backed tlie demand for increased subsidies by an

argument which is, fromn aay point of viewv, inadmissible. The grouiîd was

taken that, since the Federal Goverameat receives the customs and excise

revenue, it is bouad to supply the Provinces al[ the ineans necewary to

maintain the local administrations ia a state of efflciency. To a subsidy

of eighty cents per head of the population, according to tlîe censis of 1861,
certain powers of local taxation were added; and by the, exercise of these

powers any additional revenue that miglit be required was to be obtained.
If any Province does not clîoose to exercise Chose powers, it miust be

prepared to limnit its expenditure to the amouat of the subsidy ; its negleet

or refusal to do so can -ive it no dlaim on the Federal Government. The

Federal Goverament, unlike the local, which miay have a resource in public

lands, lias no revenue but what it raises from taxation ; and to increase taxes,
either by local or federal le 'gislatioa, is not a welcorne duty, but a duty it is

that miust sumetinies bu perforined. There is one element in the autonoumy
of the Provinces, on which the advocates of local riglits do flot sufficiently,

insist: the riglit and the duty of each Province to raise itsow renus

beyond what is secured to it by the terms o? Confederation. Beyond this,
what Parliamnent gives, it can take away ; there can bie no security for

provincial autonoumy whea the purse-stringys are liable to lie closed by the

hand o? a stranger, and closed they would have to lie, if any great pressure
were put on the finances of the Dominion.
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