
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

"lBUSINESS FRIENDSHIPS."

"There is a sore evil that is done under the siun"I of this Northern Hemis-
phere. Winter is the season of social intercourse and enjoyment; but that
social intercourse partakes taa much of the quality of our clear, cold, winter
sunshjne. The sunishine ivithin seems ta imbibe the character of the suinshine
without,lIigbt minus heat. l'le light of intellect is ever in the ascendancy,
smnart, brilliant, sparkling. Social intercourse has much show of cordia]ity,
kindness, hospitality, joyousncss, but it is the cnjovnient of each for self-the
desire ta have light and ta shine by it-not the wa'rmth of love, wbhicb desires
ta sec athers cnjoy-to make life a pleasure ta thosc %ho hiave but little of their
oîvn whercwith ta makec it enjoyable. Wauld wc could sa), that Canada is the
solitary instance of this. Shie is not alane ; but shc is colispictous. 'l'ie reasan
is nat far ta seek. In a newv country the compelling dcsire of men is ta l e
On,". ta Il risc in life," as it is called. Tlhis is laudable cnaugh, if it lie the
desire ta broaden ane's ife-to radiate the gaod in it into the lives of others ;
flot laudable, but devilish, if it be ta risc abov e others by tramnipiig themi under
foo)t, or trading an their wcaknesses, faults and follies.

The struggle for existe~nce ina climate ike~ ours isnecessarily severe. Tlo
nayalnîost thrust uipon us-by the terrible miscries poverty entaîls wvhere thc

heat of stummer and the intense cold of winter alike demand artificial nicans
Of Protection. The temiptatian peculiarly ours is, therefore, t() make everything
subservient ta this one great longing for success. Social intercourse 15 aî>t ta
be viewed only as a means ta this end. W~e choase aur friends or acquaint-
ances with a vicev ta it. We try ta be brilliant in sacîety that we may be
admired and couîrtcd by those further adv.anced in the race for riches thaiî we
aire. We sink personal likes and dislikes, because we Ilcannot afford thiem."

We want ta get an-as Politîcal aspirants. We join P'olitical Clubs,Debating Socicties, Young Men's Christian Associations, Cliurcb Literary
Unions, &c., and put forth aur best powers ta shine at these, ta sî)arkle witb
'lu awn light, ta draw attention ta ourselves, rather than quietly and unostenta-
tlotSlY ta permit the Divine Light of Truth ta find entrance and exit through us
that it nîay benefit others.

As Merchants or Traders we kecp) up appearances, aspire ta mnix on equal
ternis, in business and saciety, with those who have a solid basis ta work upon,t
Which is as yet ta us only a fondlycherished dreani, seeking through such inter-t
course ta campel attention and success by seemning ta have it. 'Ne make use
If any or every means ta this end. %Ve jo i the xnost influcutial clîurch, or,
lser Pcrhaps in aur day an'd generatian, a less canspicuotîs one, in which we

Can more readily take a foremost place, and shine more rapidly and emphiati-
calIy as lights of the religiaus world.

As Young men, afixiaus for succcss mn life we marry the wealthy Mr. -sdaughtcr, laving-not bier, but the position and prospects ta which she is the
Pathway. As young women, we marry tlîc sanie wcaltlîy gentleman's sont,feeling pcrbaps some inward qualnis of hidden cantemrpt for lîim, but nîuicl rirespect and affection for the bouse, equipage, and social position wlîichli e fi
cardes in the bollow of that hand of his we sa lovingly (?) clasp at the altar. 0

Nay, mor-in sa far as creA/t formis so large a part of the wealth we secaround us in this country, ive feel constrained, in the race for success, ta chooseF
Stlch social connections only as will help us ta acquire that Lamp of Aladdin.
We dare not show even a sligbit acquaintanceship with those wbo are tinsuc- le
cessfuî or obscure. We must cultivate thase who enjay credit, that we may ti
rank with tbem, and inflate ourselves and aur affairs with the sanie fiivouring th
breeze. Our sails once fairly spread and filled, we career along, caml)clled ta si
keep Our attention fixed on tbasc alangside or abiead of us, oblivious of aIl that ri
lag bchind. Wc must crawd an as much sail as the furemiost ta lie included in si
the race at aIl. Constantly and ever, in ail the relations of life, we must kcep ai
Our Place, ar-forfeit it. 1

If this is a truc picture, and speaks ta the experience of many among us, -1,t
is i any Wonder tîîat social intercaurse of aIl kinds is bollaw ande unsatisfactory le
-that real and enduring friendships are as fewv an(l far between as angels' cc
visits amang us? Is any real social feel ing possibile wberc cach one's wbole ce
thought is bent on bis own tbings land îot .on the things of others, except ta
his OWn use-when each is minding higb things, and feels that lie is conde-
scending vcry much wben hie bas anytbing at aIl ta do witlî men of low estate ? if
(VV m nake them feel that too.) te.

faYI this is a sure way ta risc in outr own esteeni, it is also a sure means ta th
falin thie estimation of others-nay, ta fall actually and com:nercially. For, an

though a rnan take care of bis bouse, bis firm, and bis affatirs with aIl] the forces
Of bis being, armed at ail points, yet the moment tiiere ariseth a stronger than tbh
he, equally well equipped for the battie of self, bie will sî>oil bis goods ani bring Co
to flaught bis wiliest plans. Whcrc are then ail his superficial friendsbîps ? th~
T'heY are gone. Thîîy exist no longer. These friends loved, not 1dmt but his.
"'bat love still reniains truc ta the 1hings tbat it laved thaugb transferred ta the in
bands of that other.

It is truly a dreadful pàss a nation lias came ta ivlien sucb a spirit bias anattained its perfect wvork, and men seck ta know tlîeir fellows sacially only ta be
the better able ta Il gulI " tien aîîd blin<l theni ta their sinister <lesignis by tbe sbh
semblance of personal affection. Vet, strangc ta sa>', sa (leclly raoted is the tiv
belief of lîuimanity in the tossibi/ity of disintercsted affection, tbat even those an
Who are uttenly incapable of it tîîcmselvcs are îrone ta believe it mnay exist in ani
Others. joucs does not believe that Blrown could love anybody else disinter- o0:
estedîy, yet Joncs is sure that Brown bas a sincere personal liking for him. de~
Rabinson hie knowvs is a sncak and a toady, and mare than that, a wily fcllow, îre
Wbho "plays it on you" before you know wvhcre yau arc, gets youi invalved in stil
his schemes, and generally contrives ta get out hiniseif, lcaving you ta faîl into thethe pit hie bas digged ; and yet, s0 persistent is tbis lîrinciple of human nature cmn
-this rernnant of gaodness and truth-tbat Joncs really believes Robinson bas taa 11sfleaking kindness"I for him-alone af aIl others-and would not, even if Anhe cOuld, take 1dm in. StilI, hie bas mare confidence in lus own ability ta sec hatthrough RObinson's '*littie games"I than bie bas in his affection, dili, by intelli- orgent1y tifliting these two forces of self-confideiice, Robinsan proves biiseif the or

stranger man by playing bath on his Iiking for bim and bis belief in his awn
extraordinary shrewdncss, lue "h as hl - bard and fast in the mire.

It scenus almost a pity tluat this innatc confidence in the possibility afdisinterested love-this feeble, yet neyer wbolly siain langing for same ane's
love in wbich ta trust fully-so persistently prevents selfislincss from îîassessing
bier perfect work in the life of sanie man, just that we migbt sec how utterly
abhorrent a monster it produces.

But thîs God-given instinct-this yearning for lovc-never in this worldwliolly dies out of any mati. Na nation could long bald together if the bonds
of friendslîip and mutuial disinterested goodwill existed nowlîere amang its
people. Love, friendship, kindlincss towards others is the anc life-link alongîw'lich communion with God is possible. Lave is aur vcry Life-the lave of
self-or, the lave of others. IHe îvha lases this life of self-us self hood-
nierging it in a life for others-shail fimîd a new life springing up) within lîim andreanimating bis whole bcing,-a life that is properly bis-life eternal. And thcyearnings of that life-that love-for answering lave and sympathy shali befully satisfied for ever. Evcn in this world and tlîe things of tluis xvanld it shahl
rest on, and be suistained by, God-- God manifcst in the flesh."

Cultivate friendsluip, then: seek social intercourse witb men of bigu orlaw degrce. There is sartie bond of union by which every man can reacb bis
fellow-man. 'l'lie dove of peace sent forth by us froni the ark iii which wc bave
fotind shelter may roamn for long o'er the troubled waters which foa tbe inner
nature, mental or spiritual, of a ni who bias brought this flood of evil on
hiniscîf, yet soaner or later sanie resting place may be fotind, and the olive
branch brougbit as a token, give us assurance of sanie sure ground an wlîich wc
can meet while the flood evaporates in the consunuing fire of a disinterested
love.

Social intercaurse is only thus rcndcrcd passible. Social hife only begins
wbcn eacb féeîs assured that each esteenis the other more than self, and strives
ta make bis neiglbour-not limsef-show ta advantage. Sucu a social circle
of truc fricnds is Heaven, whether in this world or the ncxt. Try, strive,strugglc ta bcgin it bere, secuire at least of God's fricndsl and all-powerful
aid ; and it may be that He will grant, impassible though it may seem, that the
Love Hc cuables you ta givc out ta others may rouse such love in sanie fellow-
mian as shahl make bim your fniend, who laves you better than self, bccause lie
lias found in you something of tluat Divinc-Humanity wbose "lLife was the
lie Liglut of men " shining tbroughi what you have been ta bum. It may be
buit the friend you thus gain is anc of the lcast of tliose whomn Hc, the Divine
Mdan, disdained not ta caîl is bretbrcn is friends, and therefore honours and
)]esses yau with His FiN.ll.

THE PHYSIOLOGY 0F HAND-SHAKING.

( Concluded.)
Anotlier hand-shaker whose method, is intolerable, and with whom it is

ext ta impassible ta renuain on fricndly ternis, is the one wbo offers you one
Inger instead of five, as mucu as ta say I ain cither tao pre-occupied in myself,
r think too littie of you, ta give you my whole hand. With such a man the
riterchange of any but the barest and scantiest courtesy is rcndered difficult.
'ricndship is wbolly out of the question.

To give the left band ta the man wbo affers you bis right, or ta present the
ft lîand for the purpose of a fricndly greeting is a piece of discourtcsy-some-
mes intentianal on the part of superiars in rank ta their infeniors, and an act
îat no truc gentleman will cammit. There is fia reasan wby it should be con-
dered more discourteaus, than it would be ta kiss the left cheek instead of the
ght; but daubtless the custom that makes the right hand imperative in ail
ncere salutation dates froi 'those early times when hand-shakinz first began ;
id the band that sbook or was shaken in frienship was of necessmty weaponless.
bie paon left hand, that one would think ought ta be of as mucu value and
rengtb as the rigbt, just as the left foot or lcg is as strong as the rigbt foot or-
g because they anc bath used equally, has fallen into disreputc as wcll as into,
iparative disuse, uintil it bas becomne an acceptcd phrase ta say of any pro-
cding tlîat is inauspiciaus, artful, sîy, or secretly maliciaus, that it is Ilsinister"
-that is, left banded.

To shake hands witbout removing9 the glove is an act of discourtesy, which,unintentional anud tbaugbtless, requines an apology for the burry or inadvcr-
ne wbich led ta it. Th'is idea wauild alsa seecm ta be an occult remnant of
e aId notion that the glove nuigbt conceal a weapon. Hence truc caurtesy
d fricndship) requircd that the hand shouîld be nakcd as a proof of gaod faith.'lo be " hand and glove " with any anc is a proverbial expression, of whicbe meaning is nat abvious, tbough possibly it may signify sucb a degnee ofnifidence, intimacy, and familianity bctween.the parties as ta make it certain
at the gîoved band is as free from an offensive weapon as the ungloved.

To refuse paintcdly ta shake bands with anc who offers you the opportunity
a fricndly manner amounts ta a declaration of hostility. And after a quarrelor act of Open hostility-tbc acceptance of the hand offered is alike the sign
d the ratification of peace.

The nations of continental Europe are scancely s0 mucb addicted ta band-
akiig as tlic English, wlîile the Englishi in this respect are far lcss demonstra-
e and apparcntly cordial than the Americans, wbo shake bands witb ancother fromn marning ta niglut, if even the sligbtest excuse or oppontunity
ses. "Since my arrivaI in the United States," wrote the late M r. Smith
Brien, 1I have been surraunded by crowds of well-wishers, whose greatest
sire seemcd ta be ta shake bands witu me. In Ireland this practice does nat
'vail, but bere it seenis ta be a universal customi." AIl travellers are equally
ick witu the undue prevalence of this custom, as they cannot fail ta be after
y bave been a few days in the country. The strangen, if a mati of any
ineice or renawn, is oftcn introduced ta forty or fifty people at a time, andomit ta shake Iiands with any on& of them would be an act of disrespect.
d even the Irish and German waiters at the great bote% expect you ta shake
îds with theni, on your second arrivaI, if they bappen ta remember your face
name, or bave received a gratuity at your bands for their previaus services
attendions. And you must shake bands with the dirty as well as with the
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