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B ESI])ES a fire Ioss of about $25,OOO,OOO per)annuin tliis country now carrnes the ex--ces-
sive cost of insurance, the vast sumis spent for
fire-figliting equipment and up-keep of fire (le-
partrnents in aIt our cities, the lost sustained in
case of fire, iu time, loss of prestige, loss of cus-
tomers, tlhe cost of renewing the inurance upoII
resuiption of business, and the deaci expense
w'hile the business is suspendeci. Besides this,
there is veny littie property îusured to its fuit
value, so, that even if some insurance is carriedl,
the owner will have to stand a good share of the
diirect loss. Taking aill these items into ýcon-
sicleration, the total loss to this country -amounts
to a really appalling figure.

But whiat are you going to do about iti? It is
n-ot within the scope of huinan possibility to en-
tirely prevent fines, but it is possible to reduce
the fine lazard to a miiu.At an expense
insignlifictint ýîs compared to the saving in pro-
perty and trouble, it is possible to so cquip
buildings as to nender a serions fine practical ly
imp)ossible.

Thiis cliscus3.sioln does not attcmpt to enter into
the mierits of different methods of :fireproofing
the structural. parts of a building, or the rela-
tive value of diff«rent mnaterials used for that
purpose. The necessity for provicling such. fic-
proofing is well. recognized by even the ]ayest
-of Inymen. It is proposed to take up licre the
question of interion fireproofing, ''the kind that
safeguards life and -contents,'' as the neeci for
propen equipment of buildings to 1)reve1nt in-
cipient fires fnomn spreading, and to safe.guard
the exits to prevent 108's of life, is not so well
understood or so th'onoughly realized.

The first attemnpt to provide exits lu case of
flue for the occupants of a building -was the ont-
side fire escape, which even up to this time dis-
figures so many buildings in our cities. While
thcy have nio doubt senved their purpose in somie
cases, they bave in numierous instances fai led,
sometimes on accouait of fiimsy construction,
and again on accouint of inadequate, upkeep, as
the metal work( las not been paiuted, but allow-
ed to rust andi become deteriorated, so that whcn
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