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Eabor  Yotes.

A bricklayers' strike for $2.50 per day is
impending at Londen, Oat.

The Belfast tailovs’ strike continues. The
masters offer $1d. per hour; the men de-
manded 6d.

The joiners of Kirkealdy, Scotland, have
succceded in obtaining the solicited rise of
a half-penny a honr.

Three hundred building society opera-
tives of Leamingion have struck against
altering hours and reducing wages in win-
ter.

Nearly 4000 men have been thrown out
of employment by the lock-out of the
tailors, which, néw has become general in
the prineipal towns of Scotland.

" The cutters in the Leicester boot and
shoe trade are agitating for an advance of
15 per cent., which is resisted by the manu-
facturers.

A strike has taken placc amongst the
Liverpool horseshoers,  They want an ad-
vance of 43. The masters refuse to give
them more than 2s. .

The Dundee slaters’ strike is practically
at an end, the cmploycrs; with*one ex-
ception, having conceded the:demands of
the men.  The men resumed work.

‘the journeyinen tailors at Leamington
have obtained an advance of one halfpenuny
. per hour. The former puyment was 4}d.
per hour, based on the old “ log* of 1866.
The pay is now &d.

On Wednesday the iron eaulkers employ-
ed a2t Palmer’s shipbuilding establishent,
Jarrow, struck work for increased wages.
The caulkers wanted 3s. extra per weck,
and the masters offered 1s. 6d. The men
held a meeting, and resolved to ask for 2s.,
and this, being conveyed to the employers,
was refused, whercupon the men came out
on strike.

¢ An Act to annul the criminal law re-
lating to violence, threats, and molesta-
tions,” had projccted by the Trades Union
Congress ; and at o conference of members
of Parliament and representatives of word-
ing men, Mr. Mundella express his willing-
ness to introduce such a bill, Mr. Andrew
Johnson and Mr. Enstace Smith at the
same time promising to snpport it.

The master builders of Stotkton having
taken no notice of an application from the
men, made some weeks ugo, for oran ad-
vance in their wages, the men have held a
meeting and” passed a resolution to strike
until the advance is conceded. . What they

~demand is 8s. per week on their prescent
.. rate of wages, and-some diminution in their
hours of labor.

The award of the arbitrator appointed to
. settle the clains of the masters and meu in
the Birmingham building trades was read
on Saturday aftcrnoon. The men claimed
an advance of wages from T}d. to 8}d. por
hour. The arbitrator awarded to the car-
pentess and bricklayers an advance of 3d.,
making their wages Tid. per hour. The
hours, of working and other regulations
stand as beforc. Thé award has given
satisfaction.

At a meeting of house coal colliers, held
at Pontypridd, the delegates reported that
at twenty-two colleries out of forty-two in
the Rhondda Valley, the masters had con-
ceded the demand of 3d. por ton advance.
It was also stated that the majority of the
masters, who had not yet increased the
rate of pay, were inclined to do so, and
and hopes were expressed that in a few
days all tho colliers would receive the same
amount.

There are people in the world who es-
“teem it B0 extremely vulgar to express
emotion, that if an earthquake were repor-
ted to have happenod in their neighbor-
hood, they would consider it 2 proof of
'theu' good breeding not to have been
“moved by it. .
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Book.s, Pamphlets; Posters, Handbills,
and Job Printing of every description, ex-
scuted at the ONTARIO WoRKMAN office

THE ENGLISH IRONMOLDERS’
SOCIETY.

From the 63rd annual report of the Eng-
lish ironmolders’ society just issued, we
take the following extracts :—

¢ In bringing before your notice the an-

third year, it gives us great pleasure to be
able to say that 1872 has been one of the
best years that have been gxperienced in
the history of our society. Our members
have been better employed, as well as bet-
ter enumerated, than at any other period
in our existence. And it has been well
it has been so; otherwise, what with the
high rates charged for all the common ne-
cessaries of life, our position as men with
familics would have been intolerable. That
we have to sonie extent been enabled to
obviate these difficulties is accounted for
by the fact that we huave n good, solid,
strong, and compact society ; and as we
have looked around us, and seen large
bodies of men without union having to put
up with whatever wages their employers
thought fit'to pay them, we have felt grate-
ful to the energy and perseverence of thosc
pioneers of our trade who, amidst good and
evil veport, stood firm to the principles of
union, and left behind them an organiza-
tion unsurpassed for usefulness and bene-
fit to its members by any other society of
the sort in the world.

““Let us glance over the past year's in-
come and expenditure.  In the first place,
let us take the amount paid for contribu-
tion during 1872, and we shall find it to Lo
£26,439 2s. 43d., as compared with last
year £28134 4s. 47d., or less by £1,695-
23. 0d. ; but it must be borne in mind
that there was an extra levy made for 42
weeks at 6d. per week, and 2d. per weck
for 10 weeks, during 1871, while during
1872 the 2d. levy was only made during
the month of January, and the remaining
eleven months of the ycar the contribution
was only the ordinary sum of 18. per weck,
exclusive of the accident levy ; but if we
add together the amount received for con-
tribution and accident during 1872, we
shall find it to be £30,875 19s. 4}d., whilst
in 1871 for both iters it was £28,816 11s.-
113d., or an increase in 1872 of £2,059 7s.-
5d. This, we think, speaks well for our
growing unity and increasing power of use-
fulness.  There has been paid for entrance
money, during the past year, £2,284 Gs.-
10d., as compared with £1,686 8s. Tid.
last year, or an increase in that item of
£697 18s 2)d.  Another important item in
our income is our annual and monthly re-
ports. It will be seen that we have received
for these items £325 Is. 94d., while their
cost was £344 0s. 0d., thus showing a cost
over income by expenditure of £19 4s. 21, ;
but although at first sight this may appear
a loss, yet we consider, in another sense, it
is a great gain, as we have been enabled by
it to givo a monthly of eight pages through-
out the year, instead of four, thereby post-
ing our members well up in the ('encr.\l
working of the society.

¢ Bank interest is the next item we come
to, which we shall find to be £331 14s. 2d.,
as auainst £39 1l1s. in 1871, which shows
us plainly that it takes some time of good,
steady trade before we are enabled to real-
ize much from the item of bank intcrest.

‘““ Let us now glance at the expenditure,
which will bear comparison with any year
in any period of owr history. The first
thing to draw our attention, and which is
the main feature in our organization, is
‘that of blank cards and donation, which is
set down for the year as £2,887 bs. 8d., as
compared with £5,447 0 5d. for 1871, a
decrenso of £2,559 16s. 1d., or an average
cost of 14d. per week per member for the
whole of the year. . Now, when we com-
pare this with the cost for 1863, which was
over 1s. 7d. per member per week ; or 1869,
which was 1s. 33d., wé can only say the
change is wonderful. It is something
glorious to be able to say that 1872 has cost
us less for unemployed labor than any year
sinco 1848, a period of 25. Take the next
.best year in that period, which was 1853,

nual report of our proceedings for the sixty- |-

‘ful for it.

and we shall find that, with an average of
only 4,984 members, it cost us for donation
£2,028 12s. 53d. ; while in 1872, with an
average of 10,634, cost us, for the same
benefit, only £2,887 5s. 8d. It has indeed
been a good year, and we hope 1873 may
be something like it.

““ The next item is that of sickness, and
here we have uot exactly the same cauge
for rejoicing.  The amount paid was £5,-
153 1s. 4d., or rather under 2} per mem-
ber per week, and £588 19s. 1d. more than
the previous year. We must, of course,
¢xpect, as our numbers increase so also will
our liabilities, so there is not much cause
to complain.  If wo turn from the superan-
nmnation benetit, we shall alss tind 'there a
slight increase.  There has been paid in
1872, £2,236 11s. 10d., as compared with
£1,702 ¢, 7Q. for 1871, or an increase of
£444 2s. 3d., at a cost per mewmber of
rather under 1d. per week.

“‘For funcrals we have paid, during the
year, £1,345, as compared with £1,320 for
the previous year, or slightly under }d.
per member per week.

“Our expenditure for accidents has
been, during the year, £914 9s. 5d. This
has been fully met, and the old debt paid
oft Ly the levies during the year, as will be
fully shown in the account of the accident
fund.

‘““The working expenscs, for printing,
stationery, officers’ salaries, postage and
parcels, rent of rooms, bank expenses, dele-
gations, and various other incidentals,
amount in the gross to about £2,198, or
about 6 per cent. on the nett income of
the-year ; but if we take the set-off, in the
shape of cash returned for reports, cases,
postage, bank interest, &ec., we shall then
reduce the working expenses to something
like £1,440, or under id. per week per
member ; and we are bold e¢nough to aflirm
that there is mno institution of the same
magnitude as our own worked for a less
expenditure, or on more economical prinei-
ples.

¢ The number of members as returned
by the various branches, has been 1,734
during 1872, as compared with 1,523 dlu-
ing 1871, It will also be secn that the in-
creuse in number during the year has been
1,231, while the number excluded has been
378, as ¢compared with 373 in 1871; these
things speak very well as to the state and
condition of the society, 115 members
and 65 members’ wives have died during
the year : this is about the av. erage of the
past few years, or about three hore in both
sexes than last year.

Having referred to other subjects, the
Report concludes thus:— ‘“*And now,
brother members, having laid before you
our report for 1872, as concise and correct
as we possibly can, allow us to repeat a
wish before expressed—that 1873, and all
future years, may bo as good as the past ;
but this is almost more than we can expect,
more especially if our past experience is to
bo any guide for the future. The great ad-
vance which has taken place in the price
of most materials used in our trade must
have an cvil influence before long; 1t us
then venture a word of advice und caution :
Make use of the golden moments as they
fly ; throw no chance away; keep steady
in the harness; give no one the opportunity
to reproach us f01 negleet orimprovidence ;
be frugal, indnstrious, and persevering ;
and, above all, let us never allow our ar-
rcars to run us into suspension from bene-
fit. DBanded together in society as one
man, and come weal or come woe, we shall
be all the better provided for it.  Unity
will then indeed be strength ; and when
we have to throw off the shackles of mor-
tality, we shall leave the good old Union
bettor than we found it.”

THE BOILERMAKERS AND IRON
SHIP BUILDERS.

The annual report of thissocioty for 1872
has just been issued, from which we take
the following extracts : -

The past year hasbeen a very prosperous
one, and wo have much reason to be thank-
The progress mado has been

very great in every particular.,  During no
previous year has the society made such
rapid strides, and been so thoroughly suc-
cessful and uscful in all its workings. This
must be born in inind, and still further
exertions made to improve our already good
position, knowing not how soon a time may
comne when the good we have been, and now
are doing, will hear fruit to our henefit and
show us that our cxerions have been wise
and jndicious,

The principles and np(mtlons of our so-
ciety are becoming hetter known and wider
spread year by year, and T am sure it will
be very gratifying to you to know that, in
lodges alone, the increase last year was
seventeen, being four ore ghan in the
previous one.  They now number one hon-
dred and twenty-five,

The rugmentation in the number of meti-
bers is very gratifying indeed. Great as
was the increase during the preceding year,
that of last year is just 50 per cent. above
it. The increase is 2,540, and the nuinber
of members at present 11,523, This is the
right sort of thing. Our incrcase in ac-
cumulated eapital gives us still further
reason to rejoice—certainly no previous
year comes anything near it—Dbeing over
79 per cent. more than that of 1871, which
was anamparalleled one.  The balance in
hand on the last meeting night, in Decem-
her, reached the splendid sum of £25,128
16s. 11d., showing an increase of £11,154
14s. 73d. During the year we have re-
ceived in contributions £23,486, 19s. 94.,
showing an increase in this item of £5,236
9, 2}d., which all will admit, I think, isa
very substantial sum.  The sums received
for entrance amounted to £1.500 7s. 3d.,
being an increasc on the previous year of
£495 6s. 9d., or nearly 50 per cent.  As
interest on our capital the mmount reeeived
shows an increase of £46 7s. 7d. on the
preceding year, which is a good sign that
attention is being paid to this important
matter. For the year the total income
amounts to £25,736 17s. 8d., which, with
the balance of £13,974 1s. 53d. from the
preceding year, brings the grand total to
£39,710 19s. 13d. .

The sum of £4,184 11s. 3d. has bheen
paid for sick benetit. which is a decrease of
£28 1s. bd. Thisis doubtless to the alter-
ation in the rules as to payment of sick
visitors, and the increased attentiveness on
their part.  The amount paid dwring the
year for superannuated is £1,192 2s. 4d.,
being @ decrease of £185 15s. 11d. on the
previous year. Relative to this matter a
review of the four years pecceding the
alteration of the rulesin 1871 has shown
me that the claims on this fund has increas-
ed from £506 17s. 10d.—or 1Is. 4ld, per
member per annum—to £1,145 18s. 3d.—
or Js. 43d. per'member per annum—ivithin
that time.

- The amouwnt which has been paid out for
the principal benetits during the past year
is £9,304 18s. 6d. In o table accompany-
ing the report I have presented you with
an account of the various benefits paid out
during the past six years, and the average
amount per member for that period ; also
the amount of each item paid, the amount
per member, and the balance at the end of
each of these years. The total paid for
benevolent purposes during the six years
is £65,7G4, or about £8 14s. 7d. per mem-
ber. Asaset-off to this you may notice
the small amount paid on account of dis-
putes duving the same period, being £3,203,
or 8s. 6d. per member. Certainly we all
should hope that this will never increase,
Dut that each succecding year may find it
growing perceptibly less,

As o matter of extreme importance to us,
I would suggest that at the next election
our members appoint deputations to wait
upon all tandidates, to know whether they
will vote for the repealing, or alteration, of
such laws as now affect us injuriously, such
as the Master and Servants Act, the Crim-
inal Law Amendment Act, and the law of
conspiracy as applied to trade unions, We

wish to be placed as trade unionists on an’

equal fodting in, the eyes of the law as all
other classes, and do not wieh to be granted

any special favors, We wish to obtain jus-

come .md expendxture we have. nothmg to
clouk or hide from public vieg. Let us,
therefore, give our votes to such as will do
for us all in their power in the direction in
which we are aiming, and then we may
confidently hope that in the end we shall
ohtain that which we seek.
R. Kxtwinr, C. Sec.

THE PROPOSED DEMONSTRATION

OF THE LONDON TRADES.
\
[}

A meeting of the delegates representing
lhe London Trades Societies was held on
Wednesday at the Bell, Old Bailey, for
the purpose of considering the propriety
of adopting a resolution unanimously
passed at a eeting of the London Trades
Council, for .holding & demonstration of
the trades of London, in support of the

total repeal of the Cummal Law Amend-
ment Act, and to protest agrinst all special
legislation for all Trades Unionists, and the
application of the law of conspiracy as laid
down by Judge Brett in the recent trial of
the uas strokers. Mr. Whetstone, Presi-
dent of the Amalgamated. Engineers, occu-
pied the chair.

The Chairman, in opening the proceed-
ings, said the question they had to meet to
consider was one deserving of the serious
attention not only of the members of the
trades unions, but of the working classes
generally, He Dbelieved the opinion to be
general that the time had now arrived
when, by a great demonstration, they must
Iet the Government and the Parliament
know what the feelings of the working
classes were in velation to the special and
penal legislation directed against them ;
and the main question for the considera-
tion of the delegates was the form the
demonstration should take, whether by a
procession and great mecting in the open
air, or a mecting in one of the large halls,
His own opinion was in favor of the latter
course,

Mr. Odger contended that a meeting in
a hall, however largely attended, would fail
in commuending that attention from either
the Government or the Parliament which
would be paid to an out-dvor demonstra-
tivn well organized and judiciously con-
ducted. An in-doer meeting would be
treated only as a sectional meeting, but
what the delegates generally desired was to
show the power, strength, and determina-
tion of the whole bLody of the London
trades, and this could only be done in an
vut-door demonstration such as that held
prior to the pussing of the late Reform Bill,
He moved—

Thut thismeeting'of delegates, represents
ing most of the principal trades of the me-
tropolis, cordially approve the resolutions
adopted by the London Trades Council to
hold a monster demonstration of the Lon-
don trades, to which deputations from the
provinces should be invited, in favor of the
repeal of the Criminal Law Amendment
Act, the amendment of the Masters and
Servants Act, and an alteration in the Law
of Conspiracy reluting thereto.

Mr. Richardson (bookbinder), seconded
the vesolution, which was adopted.

Mr. Pratt (saddler) then moved—

That the demonstration be held on a
weck-day, in Hyde-park, or some other
suitable place, on the earliest convenient
date.

Mr. Latter (zinc worker) seconded the
resolution.

In the short discussion which followed it
was suggested that the trades should as-
semble on the day fixed on the Thames
Embankment, and proceed in procession,
eithor to Hyde-park or to the Agricnltural
Hall, if the latter could be obtained. Tt
was agrecd however, that the fixing of the
day should be left to the Trades Council,
who will act as the cxecutive committee
for the demonstration,

The resolution was then adopted, and the-
delegates present then forined themselves
into a general committee to ca.rry out the

demonstratlon



