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SEEDING COMMENCED IN MANITOBA

k la Promising la Brandon District-Dermand for Farm
Lands-Wholesale Trade Conditions

(Staff Correspondence.)

Brandon, April 1t19.

spring sesson is opening up favorably in Western
nada, and by the end of the week seeding operationa

i full swing. The. Brandon district, one of tie inost
roua in the west, is out for big things thia year. The
B seeded will be apptoxixnately about the sanie as last
.nd weather conditions at the present time are ideal.
ndon City ail bines of business, with the. exception of
g, le good and tie prospects are that quite a lot of
g in the way of public worka will b. done this year;
ital, building for mounted police, and new post office
tient There is a shortage of houses to rent, and

ouses are at a preminni.
r, Willard Hughes, a business mni wltii large interests
idon, lnterviewed by The. Monetary Timue, sald:

[on's enlistment in men and contributions to ail the.
;war funds bas been. leavy, standing higiier on the

pita basis tisa ptobably any other city la the. Do-
. During the last two yeara of the. war there waa
tint of n restriction in business conditions, but a few
; followixig the armistice fanda a marked lrnprovement
litions generally. Citizen. are looklrag forward con-
j to a resumptlon of the. steady, substantial growti so
beristic of this eonsorvatlvely managed city. On. of
3t evidences of Brandon'a soldarity la the' high credit

ina durlng the.
nand for lieue-
les iieretofore

to somnewhere in the vicinity- of 28 railla. The taxes on out-
aide properties are flot being collected, which is the case lin
rnany of the western cities. The present overdraft at the
bank is roughly $400,000. The percentage of 1918 taxes
collected, with business tax, reached 68.7; without business
tax, 67.5; the percentages of total taxes paid during the
year to 1918 levy, with business tax was 95.4; without 'busi-
ness tax, 94.8.

The Brandon Street Railway, operated by the citY,
showed a deflcit ast year of $2,000, mainly caused, said
Mayor McDiarniid, by the "flu" epidenile, and lie loola this
year for it to show something to the good.

Demand for FParia Lands

There is an active demand for f atm lands in Manitoba,
said Mr. Geo. Willamson, of IBrandon, to TJw, Mrnetary' Tiimes.
4tFarmi lands and ranches are in stronger demand than in nxy
15 years past experience, 'with prices ranging fromn $20 an
acte for scrub land to $150 an acre for improved faruis.
There is a reason," said Mr. Williamson; "ceteals of al
kinds are worth about double what they used to be; a farier
can realize over $3,000 for a car of cattie. This makes the
deninnd. Neyer in the past have cattie sales brouglit as~
mucli money, one sale just tecently brlnglng over $90,000 in an
afternoon, averaging a minute and a haif to each sale for
cash."

Mr. Williamson stated that 90 per cent. of liii enquirers
for land want to go nortli in Manitoba, and lie saya there la
a reason here also, the rain-faîl being 36 ladies in lbat 30
yeara. Mr. Willianison says his last sales have been li the.
vicinity of Fork River, near Lake Winnipegosis; lie lias Juat
aold a 15,000-acre ranch ini that district, atocked complete.

One man whomi Mr. Wiiliamson mentioned sold oeor
$7,000 worth of grain near Gilbert Plains from 160 acres,
thon he aold the land for $6,000, niaking a total reve nue'o
$13,000 lin about 12 menthe. Mr. Willamson eayB lie la
aspiring to do one thing, or be the first mani to do it; he
intends te ride in an seroplane from. Dauphin to Brandoni
dropping his literature on the way.
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