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thirteen being successful-a record which xvas not beaten until
the advent of antiseptie surgery.

McDowell is described as a tali, strikingly hancisonie man,
wvith an ereet and cornmanding figure and lustraus blackc eyes,
which serned to penetrate the very thouglhts of those who louked
inta thern. I-is refinement and intellectual powers were of the
highest type. Many stories are told illustrative of his abilities
of inid: his unflinching adh erence to cluty iii the face of adver-
sity and difficulties secms ta have been ane of his strongcst points.
Stories are told of his adventurous rides through-l the woods, of
fording rushing torrents filled %vith ice and driftxvood, and ather
anecdotes which illustrate the nobility and force of the man's
character. He miglit Nvell have stuod for the original of Mac-
Lure, Ian MacLaren's justly famous hero.

iM-cDowell xvas a man of strong religlous convictions, and wc
have left ta us a very forcible petition offcred by him to Alighty
Gad, a f ew hours before the appointcd time to mak-e the first
ovariotomy. WVho ývil1 say that it wvas not in answer ta this
prayer that his hand wvas guided ta bring ta a successful termina-
tian his rnarnntaus and trying experiment, fraug'ht ý% ith intei-est,
nat only ta the aperator, but ta humianity? It wvas certainly a
trying haur ta hîm, and we can wvel1 undcrstand that lie should
have aslced for strength and guidance, wrhere hie thoug-ht lie could
bcst obtain them. His biographier says: ' I-lis abiding faith in
the efficacy of prayer wvas beautiful, and no doubt his remiarkable
success in the field of surgery can be largely attributcd ta his
strang convictions ai-d unwavcring faith in the Great Jelhovah."

After McDaw'cll no operatians of this kinci w'cre donc until
1821, w'hen Dr. NMathan Smnith, Professor of Surgery in Yale
Callege, performed a successful ovariotomy. H-e xvas j ust as
mucli entitled ta the hanors af a discoverer as wvas McDawell,
for hie hiad neyer heard of the Kentucky surgeon or of his opera-
tian. I-is mnethods were different, but the resit wvas just as
gaad.

The third successful ovariotamist wvas Dr. Aiban C. Smith,
of Danville, who had been a partner of McDoweII's. H-e aper-
ated in 182-. A few scattering operatians were donc after that,
-but it wvas nat until 1843-441 that a nexv impulse \vas gwven by the
success of Dr. John L. Atice, which wvas stili furthier aided bY his
brother, Dr. Washington L. Atlee, of Pennsylvania. After this,
cases becamne mare camman, ai-d, taking the country at large,
several were reparted every year, until in i855 there were tw\enty-
anc cases, wý.ith six successes and fiftecn deaths. This hlea-iy
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