
D)OMINION MEI)ICAIL MýON'I'HLY

Sir jJ\AML.s GRANT (OttaVa) stated that whcen this society wvas
or-gaiz7cd thirty-two years ago, this subject wvas not evcnl i its
infancy. Silice thenl grcat advancos have boonl made, and thc
observation wvhich has failen [romn this gentleman upon its
treatrnent, is otie of vaist importance, and such is the efflcacy of
the injection iii curtailing or destroying the poisonous condition
of the system, that produced the erysipelas, that it %vas alrnost
positive iii its character. Hel trustcd that Dr. de Martigny wvoulcl
continue bis observations and tliiov imore liglit tipon the
subject. Ho hioped hio void bc e.,cused for mnaking a pcrSonal
observation licrc this morning. Ii i86o lie treccived a very severc
blood poisoning, and %vas iii a vcry fecbl-, state of systemi and necar
thc point of death. In 1863 hoe was induced to try the influence
of the serumn of ordinary vaccinc, macle into solution and injecteci
into the systerr,ý\I, wich, at that time, wvas being usecd for the trcat-
ment of cases of skiti disease, particularly sevcre forins of psoriasis,
with good effect. J-e publishied this as far back as 1863. This
wvas the initiatory stage, so far as hie %vas concerned, ii %vhich scruçni-
therapy hiad been employed for the cure c f any disease. Ho %vas
gladi to kuowv that this subject %vas taken uip to such an cxtent.

Dr. 1111wWN (Wleston, Ont.) believeci iii serum-therapy, but it
iii flot cure ail cases. Ho instaniced a case of scarlet fever lie

liad hiad recently under biis care, i which the serum, employed for.
that disease liad been used, an injection of io c.c. Aftcr two
weeks the child developed erysipelas, anci ii tvcnty-four hours it
wvas iii a very bad stage. Tt-en i0 c.c. of the antistreptococcic
serum wvas injected on the secjr.-d day, but %vithout any result, and
the child died.

Dî. de MARTIGNY, in reply, saici you can use 10 or 20 C.C.; but ive
must ktowv that the streptococci are tiot ail of the samoe kind. There
are different: families of the strecptococcus. It acts on a special
family rery powerfully. If of the same nature, we can use vory
smail doses %% ithi good resu Its; but the serumn is prepared froin one
famnily, and thus ive must use large closes to have any good effects.
Besides that, %ve must be sure, wvhen ive employ seruim, that ive use
a very powerful one. If ive find the streptococcus in. the begin-
ning, wve find the enemy itself. If wve wvait too long, thon we come
in toc> late, and thon if ive kili the microbe, ive have no reason to
hope to hia*ve.any effect upon the toxine itself, only that it m«ust be
eliminated by the natural wvays, the kidneys, skin, etc. He wvould
like for one to try the serum, the best and most poiverful and fresh;
and next year, after fifty or sixty or one hundrcd of us have tried
the serum, and come back a year hence, and relate our experiences,
then ive wvill be able to establishi a good opinion of the treatment.
We will thon have somethingr certain about it. It is being dis:-
cussed about in Europe; and doctors in France preteîîd that it has


