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pital, but with such disappointing resuits that we soon abandoncd

its use in favor of our old friends cod liver oil, maltine and stecl

wine.
If, at that time, I had known what I learned a fcw years later,

namely, that Dr. N. A. Ilandolph,* of Philadeiphia, had conclusivcly

proved in the ycar 1884 that ail parafflul whdn swallowed by the

mouth passed through the alimentary tract in an unabsorbcd and

unchanged condition, I should probably have spared myscîf thc

trouble of making clinical experiments to provc its vir-tues as a food.

When I cntcrcd into private practice a fcw ycars later I was sur-

prised to observe that the psychological influence of persistent ad-

vertisemcnt had alrcady won for this pctroleimn cinflision a strong

position in thc affection of thc medical professioni as wcll as of the

lay pub)lie as a cure for bronchitis and othcr pulrnonary complaints.

Knowing then that petroleum acted incre]y as an încrt substance in

the alimentary tract, and that noue of it was absorbed into thc sys-

tem, I came to the conclusion that its reputation depended cither on

the samne properties as those whieh bclong to bread pis, or on the

considerable doses of hypophosphites which wcre added, vcry

wisely, on the principie that if thc petroieuin faiied the added drugs

might succecd.
In the year 1906 I began to alter iny views with respect to the

value of petroleum, fo~r 1 came, to the conclusion that it must possess

therapeutie properties of a very rationai character in the treatinent

of constipation, anid that as a remedial agent in this condition it

mustbe indirectly valuable in niany other morbid conditions.

My cnlîgliteinent came iii this way. I was at the time in great

difficulties in respect to the treatment of constipation in infants, for

I found that if the rational treatment of this condition by olive oul,

a line of treatunent which I greatly preferred to the irrational use

of drugs, cncînas, or glyceriine suppositories-WaS pursued to its

logical conclusion it led one to a inost unfortunate impasse. An oc-

casional teaspoonful of olive oil is an excellent corrective to consti-

pation in infants when this condition is due to a defleiency of fat,

but in those cases in which constipation supervenes in spite of the

fact that fat is already supplied iii adequate amount, the additionS.l

administration of olive oul only aggravates the symptoin. In trying

to discover soine lubricant which couid effeet the required objeet

without causing so-called '"fat injuries," I called to mind certain

observations which had been made some years previously by Dr.

iRobert Hutchisont in whieh lie pointed out that, aithougli the
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