
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTHLY

ail the dogmatism of mature ignorance, declare that "vivisection

only 'panders to curiosity, without doing anything for science";

"that it is a detestable practice not attended witli scientific

results. " I would ask the reader to picture to himseif a plat-

form on which Virchow, Pasteur, Humphrey, Foster, Simon, I-lux-

ley, and Fraser unite in the statement that the remarkabie advance

in medical science and art during the past 'twenty years is due

to experiments upon the iower animais, and immediately after-

wards a sincere rural dean and a conscienitious auctioneer unit iig

in .stating "týhat experiments on animiaisled to nouseful resuits.",
In the United States resolutions affirming the value of experi-

ments upon animais, and deprecating legisiative interference, were

adopted by seven medical sehools, by the New York Medicai

Society, and by sixteen organizations in varlous localities. Three

of the leading American universities have been quoted in support

of the practice. and to the number is to be add 'ed Harvard Medical

School, a believer in the experimental metbod.
But, after ail, there are a number *of experîments, a srnall

number, which. necessarily involve pain to animais, and in their

defence it is oniy necessary to fail b-ack upon the original position

that the pain is justifiable for the sake of the good that is accom-

plished. These are the ýones neeessary to demonstrate the effeets

of drugs, of poisons like that. of choiera, and sucli as were per-

formed by Chossat, in which the animal must be deprived of food,

but the experiments which cause pain become fewer and fewer -s

physiology -advances, until ail that remains to bie studied is pain

itseif, and the physimologist can studythat best upon his own body.
Some hasty opponent has recommended vivisectors to practice

among themseives. And so they have. The namnes of Toynbee,
found dead in his i'aboratory; Cliristison, Hunter, Heinrich,
Dvorak, and Sehiff need but be mentioned in this connection.

It is no't a picasant occupation spending one 's days and nights

in nauseous dissecting moins, surrounded 'by dead and dying

animais. Physioiogists have found themseives ostracised and

vilified, and their practice ruined; but the misrepresentation which

they have suffered lias not stayed their hanýd fromn working for

science and humanity. They subjugate emotion and feeling to

judgment.
The provision ithat vivisection shoiiid not be praeticed uniess

there is a probability of beneficent resuits must not be pushed

too closeiy, for science must be untrammelied. The science of

to-day brings us niearer to the science of the future, and one truth

may in Ian unseen way be the germn of others. Science lias only

to do with the seeking of trnth: utiiity will follow in its train.


