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THE PREMIER DEAD.

" [Continued from Arst'Dage.]

“ Nothing ocould have exceeded the
enthusinsm aroused upon the arrival of
our fellow-colonists, and the Earl of
Jersey as representing Her Masjesty’s
Government. It was felt by our people
that in Australia, New Zealand and in
Cape Colony, millions of our fellow colo-
nists were a8 interested a8 we wera in
the development of the enipire and the
mutual trade of the colonies with each
other which development hes been all
these years without the slightest touch
of our approach to kinship. One of the
great objects ot the conference, apart
from the question of trade and trade ar-
rangements was to avail ourselves of the
opportunities presented by rapid com-
munication, and to lessen the distance
aud time separating us from each other.
Already, as you know, tenders have been
called for by the Canadian Government
for laying the Pacific cable, and it is a
gratifying fact that these tenders place
the cost of the work within a million
dollare less than the estimate previously
formed. We can judge by that fact of
the prssibilities of good results attend-
ing the conference. The carrying out cf
the undertaking must in a great part
depend upon the action of Her Majesty’s
Government, as the project is too great
for any one colony to materially aid it.
But, when I mention the fact that
Canada stands ready tosupportitby a
liberal subsidy, and that, I believe, the
Australian colonies stand in the same
poeition, and seeing, also thrt the cost
has been already lessened by & million
dollars you will reslize how completely
within our grasp that undertaking is at
the present time., (Cheers).

“ Another undertaking was the estab-
lishment of 2 British line of steam com-
munication between North America and
Great Britain. Within a few weeks
after the conference a vote was carried
in the Canadian Parliament by which
£150,000 & year were pledged for the ser-
vices and the feeling of the Canadian
people has been so thoroughly aroused
from one end of the Dominion to the
ather that slthough in parts il needs
the assisting hand of Her Msjesty’s
Givernment, the accomplishment of
that object is ae certain as any on the
programme that bas been laid down,
and it is also completely within our
grasp. The establishment of that ser-
vice is a thiog assured, and & thing
assured within & very short time.
(Cheers.) These are the results which
have followed the assembling of the
Conference so far.

The possibilities with regard to trade |

with ail these colonies, at the Cape of
Good Hope and in Auvstralia and New
Zealand are very great. I have not the
opportunity or atrength to deal fully
with them this evening, but in common
with Lord Brassey, I venture to hope
that the infuence of this meeting and
the influence of all who sympathize
with our projects will be liberally ex-
tended to us and that the feeling may
be increased here as it exists in the most
distant portions of the empire, that the
day may come not enly when the
colonies should be united more closely
together, but when they should have a
more practically useful connection with
the heart of the Empire itself.” (Loud
cheers.)

When the representative of the Asso-
ciated Press saw Sir John after the meet-
ing he looked very unwell and appeared
to be experiencing difficulty in breath-
in%. But in & kindly manner, he said :
“ I wish 1 conld oblige you with my
views upoun the copyright question, the
importation of Canpadian cattle into
England and other subjects affecting my
country. But, until the conference with
the Marquis of Ripon, (the Colonial
Becretary) is cloged you will understand
that my lips are sealed. Come and see
me on Thursday and [ may then be able

to talk.”
HIS LIFE,

A Sketch of His Life—A. Very Successful
Career..

No other man out of all that bave set
their names high in the roll of Canadian
public men ever msde his way to the
front in a0 few years after his entry into
the field of Dominion politics as Bir John
Thompson. .

When he was called to Ottawa by Sir
John Maicdonald, towards the end of the
year 1885, and made Minister of Justice
and Attorney-General for the Dominion,
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he was all but nnknown outeide of bis
own Province. Whatever reputation be
bad won did not go far beyond the
bounds of Nova Scotis. .. *

_The ordeal he had to face in making
his first notable speech in the House of
Commons might well have dismayed a
less courageons man. It was during the
memorable debste on the resnlution in-
troduced by Mr. Landry of Montmsgny,
declaring the deep regret of Parliament
that the sentence of death paesed upon
Louis Riel, the leader of the revolt in
the Northwest, who bad been convicted
of high treason, was allowed to be car-
riediinto execution. The debate had
lasted more than a week, and the mover
of the resolution had been followed by
8ir Heotor Langevin, Lient.-Col. Amyot,
Mr. Royal, Mr. Gigault, Me. Clarke Wal-
lace, Mr. Cameron of Huron, Mr.J.J.
Cuarran, Mr. Coursol, Mr. Wood of
Brockville, Mr. Charlas Langelier of
Montmorency, Mr. Rykert, Mr. Bechard,
Mr. Laurier, Sir Adolphe Caron, Mr.
Desjardins o° Hochelaga, Mr. Landry of
Keunt, New Brunawick, Mr. Gaay, Mr.
MacIntoah and Mr. Edward Blake, the
last of whom had spoken during the
afternoon and evening of Friday, March
19:h, 1886, It was past midnight when
the leader of the Qppositirm brought his
powerful and eloquent denunciation of
the Government to a close, and the new
Minister of Justice moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate. On the afternoon
of the following Monday the galleries
around the chamber of the Honse of
Commons were crowded, and the most
intent expectation awaited the taking
up of the debate. When the new Minis.
ter of Justice arose, he had befors him
the task of justifying the Government in
having allowed the execution of Riel
In the debate on the Speech from the
Throne not many days befcrs Mr. Blake
bhad remarked that My, Thompson—he
had not yet received the honor of bis
present title—had ‘“‘entered Federal
politics, as tha ¥reach wuuli ssy, by
the great Gate,” and that *fcr him
there -had been no apprenticeship in
Parliament.” In what manoer the Min-
ieter of Justice acquitted himsef on
that day needs not to be reconnted here.

When he made bis speech in the great
Riel debate Sir John Thom:pson was in
his forty second year. He was born in
Halifsx, November 10th, 1844. His
father, John Sparrow Thompsoun. who
bad come to Nova Scotia from Water-
furd, Ireland, his native place, and was
for & time @ 1een’s Printer and efierwards
Suaperintenaent of the Money Order sys-
tem of the Province, had him educated
in the public schools of Halifax and the
Free Church Academy.

Of his skill in debate the young man
gave early ind:cations in the debating
clubs of Halifax, where he gained a re-
putation as one before whom ereater tri-
umphs lay when he should seek distinc-
tion in wider fields. In 1859 he was
articled as a student-at-law in the cflice
of Mr. Henry Prior, who was afterwarda
stipendiary magistrate in Halifax. He
had already made bimself a skilled sten-
ographer, and he now turned his skill to
account in reporting the debates in the
Nova Scotia House of Aesembly, In the
official reportsof the debates of that Leg-
islature for the year 1866, Mr. John
George Bourinot, now the learned Clerk
of the House of Commons, who was the
official reporter, makes acknowledgment
in his preface of the assistance of Mr.
John B. D. Thowpson. In the foliowing
year the preface to the official debates
has the signature of Mr. Thompeon, who
bad succeeded to the place of reporter-
in-chief. During the four following ses-
sions he continued to report the debates.
Thess years of service on the floor of the
Legislative Chamber of his native Pro-
vince were of advantage to him in giving
him & thorough and ready knowledge ot
tbe procedure of Parliament and a com-
plete acquaintance with the politics and
political leaders of the time, which stood
bim in excellent stead when he himself
became & member of the Houss of As-
sembly.

He was called to the Bar in July, 1865,
in his twenty-firat year. Five years later
be married Mss Apnie Afll'ek, the
daughter of Captain Afil.ck, of Halifax.
A year later he became a convert to the
Roman Catholic Church. In the prac-
tice of hia profession he was notably suc-
cessful from the beginning, and before
many years he held the place of ac-
knowledged leader of the Halifax Bar.

-In December, 1877, after having served
as an alderman and as chairman of the
Board cf School Commies'oers in Hali-
tax during several previous years, he was

elected at a bye-election to xepresent An-
tigonish in the Provinoial House of As-
sembly., Hebrought a great socession of
debating strengtn to the Opposition, and
when the Liberal Government was over-
thrown in the general election of the
following year—in which he stocd agaln

for Antigonish, and was re-elected by ac-

clamation,—the portfolio of Attorney-
General went to bhim as a matter of
conrae in the new Government of which’
Mr, Simon H. Holmes was leader. It was

known as the Holmes-Thompson Govern-

ment. On the eve of the next Provingjal
election he was left at its head by the
retirement of Mr. Holmes, who had held

tbe nortfolio of Provincial Secretary.’|
The Government went before the people

to stand or fall by the judgment to be

passed by the Province upon Mr. Thomp-

son’s Manicipal Corporations Act, which

incorporated each county in the Province

and provided for local municipal self-

government, instead of the old system

of government by sessions of the Peace

and by the grand jury, vesting the power

of expenditure of the rord and bridge

moneys in the municipal councils, and

making extensive reforms in the method

of disbnraing such public grants.

After a hotly contested campaign the
Gnvernment was deferted at the polls in
July, 1881, by a majority of five mem:
bers, Mer. Thompson was himself again
returned for Auntigonish, A Liberal
Government came in, and a month or
two later he was, to the great acceptance
of the Bar of the Province, appointed a
judge of the Supreme Court of Nova
Scotin. When he went out of the House
of Aesembly he was in his thirty eighth
yesar.

His father was a friend and associate
of Joseph Howe, and thus, though his
strongest predilections have always been
for the stundy and administrature of law,
thera is something to be said on the
score of hereditv for his having become
a politician. When he accepted, how-
ever, the oflice of Judge of the SBupreme
C .urt of Nova Seotia. in the summer of
1882, it was said of him that he fulfilled
then what has been his chief ambition
since he wes & young man. More than
that, he restored strength to a tribunal
which had been losing somewhat of its
old prestige. It is said by e friend of
Sir John Thompson, that when he was
made & judge of the Supreme Court, he
formed a resolution to which be adhered
faithfully while he was on the Bench,
not to allow any day to pass without at
least five hours’ study of law. These
three years of quiet, continuous thought
and study we may well believe were
more to his desire than the preceding
veara which had been filled wita the
noise of politics. Among the permanent
rerults of his work while he was on the
bench is the Judicature Act, which be-
came law in 1884. It was drafted by
bim, and it simplitied greatly the prac-
tice of the courts. He also found time
to deliver a_course of lectures on “ Evi-
dence” in the Law School at Dalhousts,

The Minister of Justice owed his
knighthood to the services which he ren-
dered during the nepotiation of the
Chomberlain-Bayard Fishery Treaty,
1887. He, in company with Sir Charles
Tapper, went to Washington as the legal
adviser of the British Plenipotentiaries,
and prepared for them their briefs, The
voluminoue reports he had previously
prepared upon the various questions
of an internationszl character which
had arisen in connection with the Atlan-
tic fisberies bad already received high
cemmendation from Her Majesty’s Gov-
eroment. In recognition of his valuable
gg-istance on this occasion, Her Majeaty
conferred on him the Cross of the Order
of 8t. Michael and 8t. Gzorge, in August,
1888. It should be said also that he was
appointed Queen’s Cruneal in May. 1879,
and that he was called to the Bar of
Ontario in 1890, .

It is not needed that mention gshould
"be made in this place of the many stat-
u'es prepared by 8ir John Thompson,
which have become law nder bis super-
vigion, to the great benefit of public and
private interests. Every seesion as Min
ister of Justice be brought before Parlia-
ment a large volume of new legislation.
His amendments to the bankiog law, and
his constant revision of the criminal Jaw,
may be specially noted am a great public
advantage. )

When the Dominion Government
needed him at Q.tawa he loyally allowed
his own inclinations to weigh less with
him than necessities of former politioal
friends., He resigned from the bench of
the Bapreme Court of Nova 8cotia on
September 25, 1885, and was immediate-

ly afterwards appointed Minister of Jus-
tice of the Dominjon. In aleading article
in the Mail at the time of his appoint.
ment, when all Western Canada was
curioua abcut the new minister from the
East, appeared the following passage re-
garding him : “Starting like nearly all
young men of his timg, as g follower of
Hiwe ip the anti-Confederation period,
more from personal fondness perhaps
than from & profourd conviction, he glad-
Iv acquiecced in the acceptance by
Howe, in 1867, of the ‘better terms’
which by the wise determination of Sr
John Macdonsld were made the sign and
saal of Imnerial as well as of Canadian
politics. Since 1869 he his been a most
faitbful, bigh minded, unsslfish ard re-
spected advocite of the pclicy of the
great chief of the Libersl-Conservatiye
party of Canada. Asa lawyer his success -
bas been remarkable. He has the frculty
of initiative, and is really ‘learned in the
law.’ As un orator his style is usually
subdued but eff-ctive, and in due season
on proper prov "cation he oan exercise a
power of declamation remarkable in ore
who is not effusive in mapner. His gift
of accomplished sarcasm has been the
secret terror of a good many bumptious
geotlemen, Every success he has won;
and nll the popularity he has preserved,
and all the authority he has attained,
are due in part to the fact that bis high
and unstained personal cbaracter has
obtained for him a position which no one
has ever attempted with any hope of
snccess to aseril.”?

Ho did not come to Ottawa withrut

the experience which should qualify a
man for high office. He had borne the
heat and the burden of the vigorous
labors of the yress, of the Law Courts, of
the political arsna, of the Legislature
and of the Bench., The story goes that
when Sir Jobhn Mac”onald entrusted his
present portiolio ta him, several Miniater-
alist members ot Parliament wen: dowa
to Earnsclifie to deciare their dissatisfac-
tion, The Premier, after listeni~g to
their complaints, made answer, with that
oracular waggling of his head which
those who know it will never forget:
" Gentlemen, wait until six monthe have
passed befora you form your judzment of
the new Minister of Justica. Come to
me thep, if you will, and lell me that 1
have made a mistake.” When the six
months were passed no voice was raised
from the Ministerialist ranks against the
new Minister’s ascendancy.
At the last general electionas on Mirch
5th, 1891, he was again returned to repre-
gent Antigonish in the Honse of Com-
mons. The election campaign, which
was destined to be the lagt of the many
through which Bir John Macdonald led
his forces toface the foriunes of political
warfare at the polis, was contested stub-
boroly in all parts of the Dominion, and
8ir John Thompson, who bad come to be
regarded as among the strongest in strat-
egy of the old Field Marshal’s generals,
bore a distinguished ehare of its hard-
ships and labors.

In 1891, upon Sir John Macdonald’s
death, he was chosen a=jeader of the
House of Commons, and in the fall of
1892 he succeeded Sir John Abbott as
Premier of Canada. He was sworn of
the Imperial Privy Counocil immediately
before his death. .

The above sketch of Sir John's life isa
liberal adaptation of the biography in
Tache’s Men of the day, by W. J. Healy.

Lsst Words in Parliament.

Bir John Thompson’s last words in the
House of Commons were delivered on the
21st of July. Immediately before an-
nouncing that the business of the session
had been,concluded, he rose and, secand-
el by Mr. Laurier, moved that *the
House do concur in the address from the
Senate to Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen to tender to Her Majesty their
eordial congratulations up n the birth of
& son to His Royal Highness the Duke
of York and Her Royal Highness the
Duchess of York.,” .

Last Address In Canada.

Sir John Thompson's last public ad-
dress was made in Foronto on the 13th
October last, the occasion being the un-
veiling of the monument to hia prede-
ceesor in the premiership, 8ir John Mac
donald.. After referring to the loyalty
and patriotism of the man whose mem-
ory they were met to honor, he closed in
a peroration that may well apply to his
own case. Referring to the monument
he said: “May it speak of one who was

‘great because he loved Canads muoh,



