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"Nothing could have exceeded the
enthusiani aroused upon the arrival of
our fellow-coloiste, sud the Earl of
Jersey as representing Her Majesty's

-Government. It was .felt by our people
that lu Australia, New Zealand and lu
Cape Colony, millions of our fellow colo-
mst were as interestéd as we were in
the development of the enipire and the
mutual trade of the colonies with each
other which development bas been all
these years without the slightest touch
of our approach ta kinship. One of the
great objecte of the conference, apart
from the question of trade and trade ar-
rangements was to avail ourselves of the
opportunities presented by rapid com-
munication, and to lessen the distance
and time separating us from each other.
Alrèady, as you know, tenders have been
called for by the Canadian Government
for laying the Pacifie cable, and it is a
gratifyiug fact that these tenders place
the cost of the work within a million
dollars lees than the estimate previously
forned. We can judge by that act of
the prssibilities of gond resulte attend-
ing the conference. The carrying out cf
thé uudrtakiug inuit in a great part
depend upon th eaction aifHer Majestya
Gavernment, as the project in to great
for any one colony ta materially aid i.But, wFheu I mention thé iset that
Canada stands ready to support it by a
liberal subsidy, and that, I believe, the
Australian colonies stand in the saine
position, and seeing, alseo thr.t the cost
bas been already lessened by a million
dollars you will realize how completely
within our grasp that undertaking is at
the present time. (Cheers).

" Another undertsking was the estab.
lishment of a British line of steam cnom.
munication between North America and
Great Britain. Within a few weeks
after the conference a vote was carried
in the Canadian Parliament hy wbieht
£150000 a year were pledged for the ser-
vices and the feeling of the Canadian
people has been so tboroughly aroused t
from one end of the Dominion to the
other that although in parts it needas1
the ssisting band of Her Majesty's
G averument, the accomplishment of
that object is as certain as any on the
pr gramme that bas been laid down,
snd it ie also completely within our
grasp. The establishment of that ser-
vice is a tbing asseured, and a tbing
assured within a very short time.
(Cheers.) These are the results which
have followed the assembling of the
Conference so far.

The possibilities with regard to trade
with aIl these colonies, at the Cape of
Good Hope and la Australia and New
Zsaland are very great. 1 have not the
opportunity or etrength to deal fully
with thein this eveing, but in common
with Lord Brassey, I venture to hope
that tb inuence o this meeting aud
thé influence a! ail wha sympathizé
with our projecte will be liberally ex.
tended to us and that the feeling may
hé increased hère as iL existe in the most
distant portions of the empire, that the
day may come not enly when the
colonies ahould be united more closely
together, but when they should have a
more practically useful connection with4
the heart of the Empire itself." (Loud
cheers.)

When the representative of the Asso-
cisted Press saw Sir John after the meet-
ing hé looked very unwell and appeared
to hé experiencei difficulty in breath-
ig. But in a kindly manner, hé said:
"I wish i could oblige you with my
viewe upon the copyright question, the
importation of Canadian cattle into
Eugiand adothér subject affécting my
country. But, until the conference with
the Marquis of Ripon, (the Colonial
Secretaryl is closed you Wiil understand
that my lips are sealed. Come and see
me an Thursday end I may then be able
te alk."

HIS FLIE.

A Sketch of HiS Life-A Very Succesaful
Career.

No other man out cf all that have set
their naines high in the roll of Canadian
publie men éver made hie way to the
front lu no few yearesafter.his entry into
the field of Daminion politics as Sir John
Thompson. .

Wben hé vas called te Otawa by Sirt
John Mucdonald, towarda thé end ai theé
year 1885, sud muade Minuter of Justice
and Âttorney-General lot thé Dominion,
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hé was aIl but unknown outside of bis
own Province. Whatever retutation hé
bad won did not go far beyond the
bounde of Nova Scotia. ,

The ordeal he had to face in making
his first notable speech in the House of
Commons might well have dismayed a
lèse courageous man. It was during the
memorable debate on the resolution in-
troduced by Mr. Landry of 'Montmagny,
declaring the deep regret of Parliament
that the sentence of death pssed upon
Louis Riel, the leader of the revolt in
the Nortbwest, who had been convicted
of highl Ireason, was allowed to be car-
riedlinto execution. The debate had
lasted more than a week, and the mover
of the resolution had been followed by
Sir Hector Langpvin, Lipnt.-Col. Anyot,
Mr. Royal, Mr. Gigault, Mr Clarke Wal-
lace ,Mr. Cameron of Hiuron. Mr. J. J.
Curran, Mr. Coursol, Mr. Wood of
Brockville, Mr. Charles Langelier of
Montmorency, Mrt. Rykert, Mr. Bechard,
Mr. Laurier, Sir Adolphe Caron, Mr.
Desjardins o Hochelaga, Mr. Landry of
Kent, New Brunnwick, Mr. Gay, Mr.
Macintoah and Mr. Edward Blake, the
lst of whom had epoken during the.
afternoon and evening of Friday. March
19th, 1886. It was past midnight when
the leader of theOpposition brought hie
powerful and eloquent denunciation of
the Government to a close, and the new
Minister of Justice moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate. On the afternoon
of the following Monday th( gatleries
around the chamber of the Honse of
Commons were crowded, and the moet
intent expectation awaited the tnking
up of the debate. When the new Miis
ter cf Justice arose, he had before him
the tssk of justifying the Government in
having allowed the execution o Riel.
In the debate on the Speech from the
Throne not many days befrict Mr. Blqke
had remarked that Mr. Thompson-he
had not yet received the honor of bis
present ttile-had " entered Federal
politice, as the French Would say, by
the great Gate," and that "fer him,
there -bad hepn no apprentieship in
Parliament." lu what manner the Min-
ieter of Justice acquited bimse f on
that day needs not to be recounted here.

When he made bis speech lu the great
Riel debate Sir John Thonpson was in
his forty second year. He was born in
Elalifax, November 10th, 1844. Hie
father, John Sparrow Thompson, who
bad come to Nova Scotia from Water-
ford, Ireland, hie nstive place, and was
for a time Q aeen's Printer and Pferwards
Stiperintencent of the Money Order sys-
tem of the Province, bad him educated
in the publiceschools of Halfax and the
Free Church Academy.

O! hie skill in debate the young man
gave early indications in the dehating
clubs of Halifax, where he gained a re-
putation as one before whom ereater tri-
umphe lay when hoe shouId seek distinc-
tion in wider fielde. In 1859 he was
articled as a student-at-law in the cilice
of Mr. Henry Prier, who was afterwards
stipendiary magistrats in Halifax. He
had already made himself a skilled sten-
ographer, and he now turned hie skill te
account lu reporting the debates in the
Nova Scotia Honse of Assembly. In the
official reportsof the debates of that Leg-
islature for the year 1866, Mr. :Jobn
George Bourinot, now the learned Clerk
of the House of Commons, who was the
official reporter, makes acknowledgment
lu his preface of the assistance of Mr.
John S. D. Thompson. In the following
year the preface to the official debates
bas the signature of Mr. Thom peon, who
bad succeeded to the place of reporter-
in-chief. During the four following ses-
sions he continued to report the debates.
These years of service on the floor of the
Legislative Chamber of his native Pro-
vincewere of advantage to bim in giviug
him a thorough and ready knowledge of
tbe procedure of Parliament and a com-
plete acquaintance with the poliices and
political leaders of the time, which stood
him in excellent etead when he birmself
became a member of the House of A,.
sembly.

He was called to the Bar in July, 1865,
in hie twenty-first year. Five yeers later
he married M ss Annie A ffl k, the
daughter of Captain AfllLck, of Halifax.
A year later hé became a convert ta the
Roman Catholic Church. In the prac-
tice of bis profession he was notably suc-
cessful from the beginning, and before
many years he lield the place of c-
knowledged leader of the Halifax Bar.

-n Decemiher, 1877, after having served
s su aldermen and us chairman cf theé

Board cf School Commie-o tors lu Hai.
jas dnring several proviens years, ho vas

elected at a bye-election te represent Au-
tigonish in the Provincial Houes of A-
sembly. He brought a great accession of
debating strengtn te the Opposition, and
when the Liberal Government was over-
thrown in the general election of the
following year-in which hé stood agalu
for Antigonish, and was re-elected by ac-
clamation,-the portfolio of Attorney-
General went to him as a matter of
conre in the new Government of wbieh
Mr. Simon H. Holmes was leader. It was
known as the Holmes-Thompson Govern-
ment. On the eve of the next Provinejal
election ho was left atits head by the
retirement of Mr. Holmes,whohad héùd
the nortfolio of Provincial Secretary.
The Gavernment went before the people
ta stand or fall by the judgment ta e
passed by the Province upon Mr. Thomp-
son's Manicipal Corporations Act, wbich
incorporated each county in the Province
and provided for local municipal self-
government, instead of the old system
of government by sessions of the Peace
and hy the grand jury, vesting the power
of expenditure of the road and bridge
moneys in the municipal councils, and
niking extensive reforms in the method
of disbursing sncb public grants.

After a hotly contested campaigu the
GvEromént vas defi-ted at the8pils in
Juin w1881,asy a msjority af five mem.-
h'rs. Mr. Thompeon vas himself again
returued fut Autigonish. A Liberal
Govrenet came in, sud a month or
twe later hé was, to the great acceptance
nf the Bar of the Province, appointed a
judge of the Supreme Court of Nova
Scotia. Wben he went out ai the House
of Assenbly he was in his thirtyeighth
year.
His father was a friend and associate

of Joseph Howe, and thus, though hie
strongest predilections have always been
for the study and administrature o iaw,
there is somsthing te ho said on the
score of hereditv for his having become
a politician. When hé accepted, how-
over, the cflice of Judge of the Supreme
C ,urt o Nova Sentis. l the summer of
1882, it was said of him that he fulfilled
Ihen what bas been his chief ambition
since hé was a young man. More than
that, he restored strength te a tribunal
which had been losing somewhat of its
old prestige. It is said by a friend of
Sir John Thompaon, that when hé was
made a judge of the Supreme Court, hé
formed a resolution ta which he adhered
faithfully while hé was an the Bench,
net to allow any day ta pass without at
least five hours' study of law. Thèse
three years of quiet, continuos thought
and study we may well believe were
more ta his desire than the preceding
years which had been filled with the
noise of politics. Among the permanent
reults of his work while h was aon the
bench is the Judicature Act, which hé-
came law in 1884. It was drafted by
bim, and it simplified greatly the prac-
tice of the courts. He also found time
te deliver a course of lectures on "Evi-.
dence" in thé Law School at Dalhousie.

The Minister of Justice owed hie
kuighthood ta the services which he ren-
dered during the negotiation of the
CbOmberlain-Bayard Fishery Treaty,
1887. He, in company with Sir Charles
Tupper, went te Washington as tht legal
adviser of the British Pîeuipotentiaries,
and prepared for them their briefs. The
voluminous reports ho had previously
prepared upon the various questions
of an international character which
had erisen in connection with the Atlan-
tic fiaib*ries biad already received high
commendation from Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment. In recognition of hie valuahle
seistance on thie occasion, Her Mjesty

conferred on him the Cross of the Order
4)f St. Michael and St. George, in Auguat,
1888. It should be said also that hé was
appointed Queen's C urisel in May. 1879,
and that he was called ta the Br of
Ontario in 1890.

It is not needed that mention ahould
hbe made in this place of the many stat-
c'ea prepared by Sir John Thompson,
wbich have become law nder his super-
vision, te the great benefit of public and
private interests. Every session as Min
inter of Justice hé brought before Parlia-
ment a large volume of new legislation.
His amendments tothe banking law, and
bis constant revision of the criminal law,
may be specislly noted as a great publie
advantage.

When the Dominion Government
neEded him at Otawa he loyally allowed
bis own inclinations ta weigh lese with
him than necessities of former political
friende. Hé rraigned frein the bench ofi
thé Suprême Court of Nova Sctia on
September 25, 1885, snd vas Immédiate.-

Iy afterwards appointed Minister of Jus-
tice of the Dominion. In a leading article
in the Mail at the lime of his appoint.
ment, when aIl Western Canada was
curioua abcut the new minister from the
East, appeared-the following passage re-
garding him: "Starting like nearly all
young men of bis time, as a follower of
H we in the anti-Confederation period,
more from personal fondness perhRps
than from a profound conviction, he glad-
Iv acquieêced in the acceptance by
Howe, in 1867, of the 'better terme'
which hy the wise determination of S-r
John Macdoneld were made the sign and
sal of Imnerial as well as of Canidian
politics. Since 1869 be h is ber a most
faithful, high minded, uns'ilfih ard re-
spected advocate of the prlicy of the
great chief of the Liberal-ConservAtive
party of Canada. As a lawyer bis succeas
bas been remarkable. He bas the fnculty
of initiative, and is rle ay 'learned in the
law? As an orator bis style is usually
subdued but effective, and in due season
on proper prov ,cation he eau exercise a
power of declanation remarkable in one
who ie not effusive in manner. Hie gift
of acbomolished saroasm bas been the
secret terror or a good many bumptinue
gentlemen. Every success he has lyon;
and all the popnlarity he has preserved,
and al[ the auLhority he bas attainei,
are due in part to the fact that bis high
and unstained persona1 character has
obtainèd for him a position which no one
bas ever attempted with any hope of
success to assail."

He did not corme to Ottawa withrut
the experience which should qualify a
man for high office. He had borne the
heat and thée burden of the vigorous
labors of the bress, of the Law Courts, of
the political arena, of the Legislature
and of the Bench. The story goes that
when Sir John Maconald entrusted bis
present portfolio tohim, several Minister-
alist members o! Parliament went down
to Earnsclifle to deciare their dissatisfac-
tion. The Premier, after listeni-g to
their complainte, made answer, with that
oracular waggliug of bis head which
thaon who know it will never forget:
" Gentlomen, wait until six months have
passe betore .you form yonrjudgmnt of
the new Minister of Justice. Crne to
me then, if you will, and tell nie that I
have made a mistake.' When the six
months were passed no voice was raised
from the Ministerialist ranks against the
new Minister's scendancy.

At the lst general elections on Mirch
5th, 1891, he was again returned to repre-
sent Antigouish in the House of Com-
mons. The election campaigu, which
was destined taobe the lat of the many
through which Bir John Macdonald led
bis forces to face the fortunes of political
warfare at the polis, was contested stub-
bornly in all parts of the Dominion, and
Bir John Thompson, who had come to be
regarded as among the strongest in strat-
egy of the old Field Marebal's generale,
bore a distinguisbed hare of its bard-
shipes and labors.

In 1891, upon Sir John Macdonald's
death, he wae chosen a-leader of the
House of Commons,.and in the fail of
1892 he succeeded Sir John Abbott as
Premier of Canada. He wae sworn of
the Imperial Privy Couneil immediately
before his death.

The above sketch of Sir John's life is a
liberal adaptation of the biography in
Tache's Men of the day, by W. J. Healy.

Last Words in Parliament.
Bir John Thomison's*last words in the

House aofCommuns were delivéred on the
21et f July. Immediatvly before an-
nouneing that the business of the session
had beenconoluded, he rose and, second-
od by r. Laurier, maved Lbit "the
flouse do caunurie thésddreas from the
Senate to Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen to tender to Her &aesty their
cordial congratulations up n the Dbrhki
a son to Hie Royal Highnées the Puke
cf York su er Royal ghiese the
Duches aifYork."

Last Addrtse In Canada.
Sir John Thompson's last public ad-

dresé was made in Toronto on the 18th
October last, the occasion being the un-
veiling of the monument ta his prede-
ceesor in the premierehip, Sir John Mac.
donald. After referring to the loyalty
and patriotism of the man whoee mem-
ory they were met to honor, he closed in
a perdration that may well apply to bis
OWfl~case. Referring te the monumnent
he said: "M ay it speak cf ene who was
great because ho loved Canada much,


