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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR OON-
VENTION.

——

This week our city has been stirred in-
to abnormal festivity by the grand cele-
bration of the St. Jean Baptiste, next
week Montreal will be enlivened in a still
more unusual manner by the ceremonies
connected with the Christian Endeavor
Convention. For fully a year there has
been talk of this great event and com-
mitteea of earnest workers have been
busy making preparations for the recep-
tion, accommodation and entertainment
of the delegates. It is expected that
these Christian workers will flock here
to the number of twenty, or perhaps
twenty-five thonsand, The details of
their programme have been given in the
daily press and everything indicates the
thoroughly religious aspect of the con-
vention.

At first sight it might seem that we
Catholics are “outin the cold” and that we
have nothing to do with the movements
of these representatives of so many de-
norainations ; but on reflection it appears
to us that the meeting of the Christian
Endeavor in Montreal has very mnch to
do with us as we have two very good
parts to play in the serious drama that
will be here enacted. This is the most

" Catholic city upon the continent, it has
been called the Rome of America, and

to it ‘comes the largest and
most representative Protestant con-
vention of the age. In a few

days men and women, in thousands,
will fill our streets and they will repre-
gent the intellect, the spirit, the refine-
ment and the strength of Protestan-
tism, They come a8 the representatives
of divers sects and varied creeds—all
Christian, but each differing from the
others in some particular—and they
come to make giant efforts in the ceuse
"of union, harmony and trath. They
seek the union of all denominations,
they desire to see harmony reign in the
religious world, and they wish to find
the truth, that they may proclaim it to
the universe. With their divisions and
contradictions we have nothing to do;
but in their Christian Endeavor we have
a two-fold interest.

Our first duty, or part, is to learn ; our
gecond is to teach., We muat learn les-
sons in conrage, preseverance, zeal, and
fidelity to the object of life from the

.members of that convention. In them
we expect to see exemplified, not ™ fana-
ticiem nor bigotry, but honest, well-
meaning, untiring devotion to & cause
that they hold sacred,and in their exam-
“‘ple we should learn tobe s frevent in the
cause that we know to be that of union,
harmony and truth all combined. Our
second duty, or part,is to teach them by
‘our example what really a Catholic city
is, and what the Catholic home has al-
.ways been. ‘By simply keeping the even
_ tenor of our daily lives hundreds of these
1 yisitors will go away impréssed with what
‘they had never before understood.. The’
- union of all the sects upon the one: only
~question of opposition to -Catholicity. is'
"ot due to genersl hatred of our Church,
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ror & Vicious desire to erish Rome no’

matter whether she be right or wrong;
it is due to an absence of real knowledge
regarding the Church, the teaching of
our clergy and the inner lives of all true
and sincere Catholics. It is for us to in-
vite investigation as much us possible.
An eminent Protestant minister may
imagine that he knows something about
Cutholicity and Catholic life; but he
really knows less upon the subjact than
he does about the lives and tenets of the
Hindoos or Japrnese. How could he?
Granting him all the best will in the
world, he is unable to judge in the mat-
ter. He was rocked in his cradle and
wss brought up by Protestant parents;
he atiended Protestant schools and uni-
versities ; his text books were Protestant;
he studied a Protestant theology ; he as-
sociated with candidates for Protestant
orders; finally he took charge of a Pro-
testant congregation. He may have
read Catholic works; but he never lived a
Catholic ¥ife, therefore he cannot possibly
have the [aintest conception of our re-
ligion and of its effects. " For these rea-
sons we rejoice that the Christian En-
deavor convention comes to Montreal,
and we only hope and pray thatils mem-
bers will make it their business to find
out sll they can about Catholicity
and Catholicg, For us it is our duty,
whenever it may fall to our lot, to meet
and greet the delegates in a truly Chris-
tian spirit, to extend to them every
courtesy that is within our power, and
to pray that success may crown their
mission, that they may find union, har-
mony sand truth—to find these is to
find the Catholic Church, and the doors
of that sacred fold are ever and always
open to' receive all who come in sin-
cerity to drink at the true fountain of

grace.
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THE LONG VACATION,

The scholastic year has come to an
end, the long vacation has commenced.
The schools are closed, the class rooms
deserted, the books laid aside, the pupils
scattexed, the teachers gone to seek a
well-earned repose; the summer holi-
days are at hand. If it be necessary
that wvouth should be educated, that
long and weary hours should be spent in
preparing young minds for the seeds of
inetruction, that days should be passed
in close rooms pouring over pages {rom
which the maxims for future guidance
are to be gleaned, equally necessary is
it that the mental facuities should enjoy
a period of repose wherein to recuperate

‘for the greater exertionsof coming years

Not only for the pupils but for the hard-
worked teachers are these days of vaca-

‘tion requisite.

The great and fine machinery of the
mind wears out by constant efforts, by
unceasing pressure, and even a8 the
works of a clock, it requires to be periodi-
cally wound up. For the student there
is always a great joy in the dawn of ve-
cation: To be released from study for
two monthe is & boon nd one that is &

‘necessity. ‘But each vacation brings the’

pupil nearer to his final exit from school
and entry upon the ﬁd}(ﬁ‘of life. As ell:

.

things in this world eventually come to
an end g0 do the school-days of each boy
orgirl. To that great graduating day all
look forward and they feel as each fresh
term of school commences it is merely
to be a step nearer to the long-hoped for
emancipation.

Not 8o, however, with the teachers.
They look ahead to no final vacation.
As soon as the month of September
comes the same old treadmiil work re-
commences. Year in, year out, it is the
same story; the only change to bieak
the monotony consists in new faces at
the desks and the absence of familiar
features that have vanished. To the
cause of education has the teacher chain-
ed bimself, or berself, for life. The long
vgcation is but a short yearly breathing
space between two lengthy heats in the
race of life. Along that great desert of
years, where the sun flashes intolerable
day and the sands burn the weary tra-
veller's feet, where not 2 breath of plea-
sure comes to cool the fevered atmos-
phere of duty and sacrifice, the only
oaises, the only resting places are those
regular holidays that appear upon that
pathway. And scarcely has the teacher
time to rest beneath the palms of those
green spots, when the signal to march
comes to him;.the caravan of life is
ceaselessly moving, one generation goes
past and another follows and the guide
must bs up and doing. In plain Eng-
lish we consider that if the long vacation
is a benefit to the pupils, it iz an absolute
necessity for the teachers. Especinlly
those men and women, whose lives are
consecrated to God in a religious life,
have not even vacation enough, accord-
ing to our mind. A great portion of
those two short months is spent in re-
treat and in preparations for the coming
session, consequently these teachers
have really & short vacation.

For these and countless other reasons
we rejoice at the approach of the long
vacation, and we desire to wish the
pupils ot our different schools the best
and happiest of times during the coming
months and to express the hope that the
teachers will enjoy every imaginable
benefit from the relaxion of the holidays.
But before closing we have & word of
advice for the pupils who. have not
graduated and who return next yearto
school. Remember that all you have

learned during the past ten months
‘can be easily forgotten between this and
September, that 1t is not your prizes of
this year that will raise you a grade in
next year’s classes, it is what you shall
retain.of the knowledge acquired. So
to be wise and to be sure of success in
your classes of the coming year you
should devote balf an hour, or an hour
of each day, to a self-examination upon
the subjects that you have studied. By
go doing, very little effort will be neces-
sary to keep you upon & level with your
class and your will reap the benefit and
reward of your wisdom when .the next
commencement day comes around,
Having laid down this rule for yourself,
turn to the full enjoyment of your holi-
days, go in for all the recreation, mental
and physical, that. you can have, ‘and let
innocent pass-times.be as. numerous as
possible. In -this-way the pupils will
pass, what we wish them, 'a” happy, pro-

fitable and most ‘pleasant vacation.

DOMINION DAY,

On Saturdsy next, the First of July,
our Dominion will commence the second
year in the second quarter of our first
century of national existence. Since the
day of Confederation our young country
has advanced with giant strides along
the highway of progress. There are ups
and downs in the life of every individual,
80 in that of & nation are their trinmphs
and reverses ; butif the former are more
numerous and more eflective than the
latter we can honestly say that success
attends the country in its onward march.
The state has been often compared to a
ship at sea ; the ark of our Canadian na-
tionhood, that had been two centuries and
a half in building, was fairly launched on
the First day of July, 1867, and, with the
flag we all love 8o well, flying from her
mast-head, commenced her voyage upon
the ocean of time. The seas were not
always calm ; lempests strong and furious
lashed them into temporary excitement;
these squalls weresucceeded by lengthier
periods of fair weather. As often as the
good ship sank into the trough of the
waves as often did she buoyantly riee
upon the crest of the next billow ; but
ever and always keeping her course and
never slacking for » moment her progress
towards the port that awaits her. Strong-
or has the vessel become and her sea-men
have grown more experienced and better
calculated to guide her safely.

The fact is that nothing perfect exists
on earth, neither in individuals nor in
nations ; but some may possess more
human perfections than others, and some
may be blessed with successes. that fall
not to the Jot of their neighbors. Look-
ing thus at Canada, during the past
twenty-six years, we have every reason
to thank heaven for all the advantages
we have had and all the good that has
been the share of our young country.
Commercial cricises have been met with ;
they came like drift-shoals upon the
track of our vessel ; but the perfect con-
struction of our constitution and the skill
of our mariners guided the barque safely
over these sand-bars. Political parities
have arisen and have passed away ; Go-
vernments have come axd gone ; states-
men of eminence and Imperial fame
have appeared upon the scene and have
made their exils; policies have been
promulgated and abandoned ; party cries
have xe-echoed from ocean to coean and
have died away in echo ; hopes have been
realized and hopes have been shattered ;
great megaures have been consummated
and petty measures have been perpetra-
ted ; economists and spendthrifts have
held in turn the strings of the public
purse : & Macdonald—with success smi-
ling*upon his career—has bound the land
from Atlantic to Pacific with an iron .
band that makes her the  highway of the
Empire ; & MacKenzie—with adverse

guided the “ship of state” through the
most menscing commercial] hurricane
that crossed hercourse ; in one Province
financial .prosperity contrasted with the

Policy raiged’ dib paity into power in-the

circumatances staring him in the face— = .-

reverse in another Province ; a National




