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TORONTO, CANADA, SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 1842.

[Numser 49.

Poetry.

THE VISION OF A DREAM.
(From the Philadelphia Banner of the Cross.)

In silent watches of the night,

When sleep had lulled my weary frame,

1 dreamed a dream so beautiful,
Methought from heaven it came.

Before my eyes up-rose a Church,

Of weather-stained and mossy stone,

And sweet-toned bells chimed from its tower,
8o old and ivy-grown.

Its oaken doors were never closed

From balmy morn till dewy eve;

And rastic folk went out and in—
Nor ever asked for leave.

A white-robed priest, in meet array,

Within the hallowed chancel stood ;

And there he spake the word of life,
And dealt out angel’s food.

And one T saw—a lady fair—

Of sober mien, and nameless grace ;

And, like a heavenly Bride she seemed,
Of more than royal race.

With winning voice, and pensive smile,
She freely beckoned all to come;
Baut, though her blessing was for all,

It scemed in vain for some.

Behold !—an infant, child of sin,

To yon pure Font she gently leads;

‘While from a radiant Golden Book,
A prayer the Pastor reads.

Again, as there a youthful group

Around the lowly chancel bend,

A Bishop, from the Golden Book,
Prays strength unto the end.

From ont that Book, the word of hope

To wedded hearts is freely given:

There, too, are found those sweet old prayers
That waft the soul to heaven.

An ardent wish then o’er me stole

That such a precious Book were mine,

To guide my pilgrim footsteps up
‘Where endless day-beams shine,

With sudden start, my sleep was gone :—
No time-stained Church—no Bride was theve:
Baut, clasped in fondness to my heart,

I held Tue Book or Praverl

Lancaster, May 24th, 1842, J.C.P.

THE LORD BISHOP OF TORONTO'S PASTORAL
LETTER.

TO ALL FAITHFUL MEMBERS OF THE ESTABLISHED
_CHURCH IN WESTERN CANADA,
The Bishop of Toronto Greeting :
Dearly beloved in the Lord,—

The Clergy and many Lay members of the Church,
moved by a pious desire to promote the glory of God,
and the welfare of the flock of this Diocese, over which,

wever unworthy, He hath made me Overseer, have
Tepresented unto me that the Church is suffering from

¢ want of greater unity of action: that her future
Progress will be much impeded unless steps are speedily

en to provide for her growing strength and efficiency
as the population increases; and that even already great
difficulty is found in maintaining and extending the de-
cent administration of God’s Word and Sacraments, more-
€specially so far as the same depends upon multiplying
the number of the Clergy, providing for their support
and the due education of the Candidates for Holy Orders,
as well as the promotion among our people of a better
acquaintance with the Evangelical truths and Apostolie
order of the Church of England, the increase of a chari-
table attachment to her doctrines, her ritual, and her mi-

e

| the precious consolations of religion,

nistry, on the part of those professing to be her children,
and {he knitting together of pastors and people in closer
bonds of mutual affection and regard: and for remedy of
these evils have snggested that a Society be formed, to be
denominated “The Church Society of the Diocese of To-
ronto,” the great objects of which will be:—The Propa-
gation of the Gospel among the Indians and Destitute
Settle.rs by means of travelling and resident Missionaries;
the circulation of the Scriptures, the Book of Common
Prayer, and such other books and tracts as are caleulated
to promote a better acquaintance with the distinctive
principles of the Church, and the support of Sunday and
Parochial Schools,—moreover should the funds admit, to
succour the widows and orphans of Clergymen in cases
of destitution, and to assist deserving young men in pur-
suing their studies for the Ministry, where circumstances
May require it.

Another important object which has been powerfully
recommended, is to devise and pursue such measures as
shall seem best adapted for placing the maintenance of
the Church and her ministers upon a permanent and satis-
factory footing, and extending her usefulness by increa-
sing her resources.

Highly approving of these objects, and feeling the
warmest gratitude to those with whom the proposed
remedy originated, and above all, to God, who hath put
itinto their hearts to attempt the supply of wants, the
Teality and urgency of which we have long painfully ex-
Perienced, I recommended in my Charge to my Clergy,
in September last, the expediency of establishing a Church
Society commensurate with the Diocese, and that mea-
sures be taken for its speedy organization.

On that occasion a Committee was appointed to draw
up such rules and regulations as appeared necessary for
the Constitution and government of the proposed Institu-
tion. The Committee set about the work without delay,
:}nd the draft which they prepared was submitted to the

lergy throughout the Diocese, and to many of the laity,
:ind having l?een greatly improved h{‘their useful sugges-
A°“§. a public meeting was held on Thursday the 28th of

pril, to take the same into consideration.
) To this assemblage, which was numerous and highly
s?.l}ecmble,. the plan for organizing and conducting the
an;uaty, which had been drawn up with somuch diligence
i care, was submitted, and, after due consideration,
re;ﬁllgously adopted. Before the meeting separated a
lette::‘::hwu passed, requesting me to address a pastoral
* to the members of the Church throughout the Dio-
cese, inviti o

S, Inviting them earnestly and affectionately toa zealous
co-operation with A0 : Y ich i
50 eminently e;l the designs of an Institution wlnch_ is
tained, to pro dugslafed, if vigorously and efficiently main-

o comply with € most heneficial results.
Pleasing duty, and T grocdicet 80 reasonable 1s 10 #1010
able disposition the fon 0. Y11 weigh Wb s COR,
containing little of ollowing observations, which, i
perhaps done so(z novelty, call for what they have never
apnlitation. earnestly before,—actual and immediate

the sy ke feneral view thus given, it would appear that
The frat aiss e bocxe_ty may be divided into two classes.
and the spivit esl to the immediate extension of the Church
. molr)‘e 1d\_1a instraction of our people, and seems to
el T, irectly lp its primary movement un.der th.e
Tespectiv:n of the Clergy anq Chu.rchymrdcns in tl_xeu'
o bt parishes, wb(?se bu.smess it w_lll more particu-
< 0 pu't the machmcry ‘}"t" operatlon in their sgve-
e él;re_gat}ons, as set forth in the rules and regulations
the vl i)Clet}. The Parochial association 1s the basis of
ks w‘ﬁ e, and the gatherings from each individual mem-
t 1l compose the funds out of which the Institution is
0 accomplish its benevolent designs.
. The return to such parish or congregation will be the
Immediate supply of Bibles and prayer-books,—tracts
for Sunday and day-schools,—and towards their support
and in time lending libraries of religious and useful books,
—and to each individual that of enjoying the pleasing
reflexion of contributing in some degree, however small
it may be, towards the spread of Christ’s kingdom.
_Every parish will in this manner become a distinct
stsionary Society, and its Pastor and Churchwardens
and more zealons members the natural agents of the Ge-
neral and District Associations; and it will be their duty,
and doubtless a duty after their own hearts, to exert all
their influence to induce every baptised person within
their bounds to join the Society,and to become active and
efficient in its service. Nor will any faithful Clergyman
thus supported find it a difficult task to draw into the as-
sociation all those of his congregation who have reached

the years of discretion, and who can be _made ;o f:eel trh? '
great obligation which every Christian lies ““l e:vil? t?hg |
€ ote the progress of the Gospel. ARdnOSORY L " y
take an interest in the success of an Ins‘ntum.)n‘ W 3(; rag.
this for its primary object, but they Wil BHREC L AR
senting their offerings, th;t they may be trans
the treasury of the Church. Lk
The Sociyety S on this way embrace within its bosom
every grown-up son and daughter of the Church through-
out the whole Diocese, and give utterance to her voice on
all necessary occasions. Its ‘members will henceforth feel
that they belong not merely t0 asmall, remote, and %erhaps
insulated congregation, but that they are intimately dL‘OD-
nected with all the congregations of the D‘°ces§! a}? not
of this Diocese alone, but of all the Dlocescle]s w xcl : .com-
prise the Church of England throughout tcf WO; = ll:O\‘
in this way only will they be united to the Chure h atho-
lic of our fathers, but in joining this Institution they be-
gomne aseociated WitHhe AEEICH Missionary Societies
which are the handmaids of the Church of England, to
extend her blessings to every land, under whgsc banner
our Clergy are now Jabouring, and, supported, and fur-
nished for their sacred work,—Societies which may be
truly pronounced the noblest Missionary institutions in
Christendom, and in whose sympathy and love we are all
partakers,—Societies which for nearly a century and a
half have been actively egxp}oyed in disseminating true
religion by establishing missions, appomnting faithful and
zealous pastors, founding schools, building churches, sup-
plying the Seriptures, prayer-books, and tracts in vast
abundance through all the Coloplal possessions of the
British empire, and more especially .tl}roug_h th(?se of
North America. They felt that their Dretaren in the
Colonies had been accustomed from childhoof. to worship
God in the bosom of the Chutch of England, and that
they could perform no greater act of charity than that of
supplying their spiritual wants. And, my brethren, what
would have been the consequence to this Diocese, had not
these noble Institutions put forth their affectionate exer-
tions to relieve our spiritnal necessities ? §
Dreadful indeed would have been the moral and reli-
gious destitution of thousands in our settlements,'but for
their untiring labours. It is appalling even to 1magine
the situation in which they would have been placed.—
Unable to look forward to passing the Sabbath in the
service of God, they must have either sunk into indiffe-
rence and unbelief, or become the prey of destructive
error. There would have been no Clergyman to consult
in the hour of difficulty—no blessed sacrament of baptism
to their children—no holy ordinance of confirmation, or
of matrimony to their sons and daughters—no opportunity
afforded them of receiving, as the close of life approached,
i or of averting the
distracting certainty of prayerless interment. All these
evils have been, to & great extent, prevented by these
great Missionary Societies, which sent Clergymen at the
very first opening of the Province, and have continued
to multiply their number to the present time. And )vell
have these servants of God fulfilled the glorious objects
of their divine mission, by proofs, daily given, of such
piety, zeal and labour, mental and bodily, of hardship
patiently endured, and fortitude displayed, as render them
not unworthy of the primitive ages of the Church.—
Inestimable, therefore, is the debt of gratitude which all
who live in this diocese owe to the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and the
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.

Yet our increase of population is 80 rapid,—our wants
so many, and hourly multiplying,—that it is no longer
possible for these holy and generous institutions effectually
to meet them. Nor is it reasonable to expect that our
spiritual necessities should always continue to be supplied
by the charity of our brethren of the mother country;
nor is it desirable, if it were. The time has arrived when
we ought to do something for ourselves. Our fellow-
subjects at home are still willing to encourage us—still
ready to give us an ample share of their benevolence, but
they begin to look for the fruits of what they have already
done, and, as they have assisted us so long, they think
that we ought now to begin to assist one another. And
it is to induce you to meet their just expectations that I
now address you; for with willing hearts you can do
much towards supplying our spiritual destitution. Here
we have yet no native Ministry—no students trained to
Holy Orders, except the few who are encouraged by the
benoficent Societies of which we Lave been speaking,—
We have no benefices—no sufficient motives to induce
parents to dedicate their children to the sacred profession
T o means of assisting aged ministers, or their widows
and children, when deprived of their protection. Now it
is for such purposes, and to aid in supplying all our wants
of a spiritual nature, that we have'estahhshed this Church
Society, of which, I trust, you will all become members,
so that, under God, it may be made the honoured instru-
ment of promoting his glory. And if you come forward,
with willing hearts and earnest prayer, for the divine
blessing to descend on all who join in so good 2 work,
we need not despond. Every ‘member of the Church
should be aware that, in furthering the cause of religion,
we are bound to take an interest in it beyond our parish
or immediate neighbourhood. In this diocese, there are
many districts, with a scattered population of such com-
parative poverty as to admit of little probability of their
being furnished, for a very long time, with the'ﬂdmlmb-
tration of the sacred ordinances, and the preaching of the
Word of God, unless assisted by those who possess more
favourable opportunities, and & greater sufficiency of
means. In such cases, the observation of St. Paul is
applicable, that the members of the body should have the
same care one for another, and that, l_f one member suffer,
all the members should suffer with it In many of our
townships, generations are rising without any visible
means of instruction in the most in.xportant truths of re-
ligion, or in the practice of its duties; and we are war-
ranted, by every day’s experience, 1 aﬂ'x!'mmg, that the
result of such a state of things is progressive degeneracy,
and a disregard to the common decencies of life. To
meet this growing evil is one of the objects of the Society,
—it will enable the Church to take them under her pro-
tection. I therefore would press upon your consciences
the duty of furnishing contributions in a measure suited
to the means which a gracious Providence has bestowed
upon you. We live at a period when prodigious efforts
are making for evangelising the world, and it would be
a most criminal oversight in us to stand aloof and not to
%articipnte in so good a work. Nor have we far to go.

istricts requiring spiritual assistance are every where
around us. And to such efforts we are encouraged by
the present aspect of the Christian world, for it is on all
sides pregnant with future promise, and presents to the
reflecting mind the anticipation of the most delightful
events now struggling in the womb of time: and not only
does it indicate the rapid spread of the blessings of Chris-
tianity, but warrants us in believing that the crowning
result is not far distant, when all the kingdoms of the
world shall have become the kingdoms of our Lord and
his Christ. To some, the process may appear slow, be-
cause the divine Head of the Church continues to use, as
he has always done, men a8 instruments; but it should
be remembered that with the Lord one day is as a thou-
sand years, and a thousand years as one day.

The second class of objects look to the permanent foun-
dation of the Church throughout the whole Diocese, and
will, it is believed, be more effectually promlgted by the
lay members of our communion, prov}ded that no steps
be taken without the sanctien of the Bishop. 1

These objects are also clearly set forth in the Constitu-
tion of the Society, and relate to the support of the Bishop
and endowment of the Cathedral,—the maintenance of a
sufficient number of ‘Archdeacons,—providing adequate
incomes for the Clergy now employed or to be employed,
—the building of churches and parsonage-houses of solid
materials, and the insurance of the same. 3

This class of objects, my brethren, seem, on a slight
view, so vast and. expansive as to be apparently beyond
our reach: but, as was well observed by an aged member
of the Church at Hamilton, it is God's work, and nothing
is impossible with God. And indeed, on 2 MOre near and
thorough inspection, much of the supposed difficulty va-
nishes, and their ultimate attainment is all \_)ut certain, even
ina cr)mpm'atively short period of time, if our hearts are
in the right place, and our faith such as becomes the dis-
ciples of Christ. ! ;

The Diocese of Toronto will very soon contain four
hundred Townships, each of which may average one
hundred square miles,—an extent equal t0 nearly twenty
ordinary parishes in England. But such a minute divi-
sion it would be in vain to aftemapt; nor _wx'll.lt, for many
ages, be requ'n‘ed_t_)y the popu]ation, lelllﬂg t]‘]en ()|:“-
contemplated division, for the present, to WO parishes in

each township, the difficulty of endowing them does not

seem particularly arduous. A Township contains about
sixty-six thousand acres, OF three hundred and thirty lots,
or farms, of two hundred acres each. Now for the en-
dowment of two parishes, six lots, or 1200 acres, will be
required, allowing each three lots, or 600 acres. =
This land, at presént of little value, would in time in-
sure two Churches, being supplied with Clergymen for
the benefit of the Township, though it would not for a
long period, and in many cases never, yield them a suffi-
cient income.

‘A considerable portion of each lot or farm must be re-
served to farnish the tenants with fuel, and one of the
three lots or farms which form the endowment would be
required for a glebe and the residence of the Clergyman,
—affording him firewood, hay, pasture, and perhaps grain
for his family 3 while the rent he would receive for the
two other lots, added to the advantage of the glebe and
such aid as might be derived from other sources, would
in general insure the Church being served. :
And is it not probable that, in almost every Township,
six or eight lots or farms, which is scarcely a fiftieth part

and helping him in his sacred work: all are brought into
harmonious contact with the Church of which they are
members, through Christ Jesus, and joint heirs of the
salvation which he has purchased with his blood.

In formet times, people built and endowed Churches,
when their labours were more than commonly prosperous,
and they enlarged their gifts as God blessed them in their
temporal affairs. But in the present times a great altera-
tion has come over the minds of many, and the portion te
the Lord is too often withheld or given most grudgingly.
In former times, on occasions of signal deliverance, me-
morials of gratitude to Almighty God were multiplied in
all Christian nations; but though we have, in this diocese,
been twice rescued by the mercy of God from the dreadful
ravages of the cholera, where are the lasting indications
of that sincere repentance which we manifested during
its continuance? What additional Churches have we
built,—what schools, for religious instruction, erected to
commemorate our gratitude to God for saving us from
such terrible visitations? Would it not be a pleasing
reference to us as a people, were we able, at this day, to

of the whole, will be granted by pious individuals for a
purpose so blessed ? In many Townships qmch more will
doubtless be given, and this will make up for deficiencies
in others where less liberality prevails, or perhaps where
we have fewer people. d ;

Thus it would appear that if we havé SIX generous

members in any one Township, or two thousand four
hundred in the whole Province disposec to dedicate a
small portion of land to the servic. of God an endowment
for two Churches would be made in each, and thus a re-
ligious establishment formed in some megsure adequate to
the wants of the Diocese, or at ali events Gll the popula-
tion had greatly increased. -
Were each member of the Church who can do so with-
out inconvenience, to spare 100 acres, towards her per-
manent support in her efforts for the spiritual instruction
of our people, a reasonable endowmen: would be very soon
accumulated, and thus, freed from all embarrassment and
anxiety, she would flourish to the listing benefit of the
country.
Nay—were each communicant ewn to devote a few
acres of land, either by gift or purclase, to spiritual pur-
poses, the independence of the Chuch would in time be
secured. Nor would such assistaice be long wanting,
were the Clergy and Laity wholly mbued with the prin-
ciples of the Gospel; for in that «@se a portion for the
Lord would be first set apart, and i would be made per-
manent, and not permitted to fluctiate according to the
varying tempers and dispositions of the contributors.

Such endowments require to be carried out, that the
Church Establishment may be mate commensurate with
the exigencies of the Diocese. Ewvry parish should have
its resident minister, and every sucl minister should have
the necessary facilities to enable him to discharge without
anxiety his sacred duties. !

We may consider ourselvesin tle primitive times, when
the Bishop sent out his Missionates from the Cathedral
or principal Church, and left it o the various Districts
or settlements to say whether ther were disposed to have
a resident pastor or not. If the nhabitants of any such
District or settlement said,—* Hae is ahouse to live in,—
a glebe to furnish provisions,——ald an endowment to rent
for the supply of other necessares,—abide with us, and
be faithful not only to us but to your Bishop, and to his
Master and your Master,”—a Frish became established.
In this way arose the parochial system in Great Britain
and over the whole continent o’ Europe, and thus must it
arise in this Diocese.

From the history of endowments we learn that they
were not the gift of Kings orof States, but the fruits of
voluntary contributions,—the donations of individuals:
and to individuals we must stil apply. At first the Bishop
lived with his Clergy in the shief city of his Diocese, and
from time to time he sent them out to diffuse the light of
the Gospel through the surrounding country on which the
Sun of righteousness had not yet shone. 'The people be-
came dissatisfied with these occasional Visits of the clergy,
and desired their continual residence for spiritual advice
and consolation, and the regular ministration of the sacred
ordinances and offices of the Church. This produced an
arrangement between them and the Bishop. The pro-
prietors of the soil engaged to build 8 Church,—to endow
it either with tithes or with land, on condiuon of being
allowed a resident Clergyman. Hence the origin of en-
dowments, which became universal throagh all Christen-
dom. And with willing heartsnothing &\ be easier than
for us to pursue a similar process in ths new country.
Let the members of the Church, in eery Township,
unite in providing endowments for one ormore Churches,
and, so soon as productive, they w1ll.be mtl_tlgd to a resi-
dent clergyman, and have the c0n§c10usfellCIty of walk-
ing in the footsteps of those who, in themore early ages,
endowed the Church. 1

Should our people in any oneé townsip be unable to
complete the endowment, assistance will be given by the
Lay Committee to make up the deficiercy- Now great
as the call was, my brethren, on the irst converts to
Christianity to do all in their power with their substance,
and with their talents, both of body and nind, to convert
the Gentiles to the faith, the call upon usis in one respect
greater, For we ar¢ not merely urged to convert the
heathen, but to prevent those who haw once seen the
light from falling back into darkness, or|o1ning the ranks

8 hism. * :

" Rtlf %s’yy%l;dnic,st feel the spiritual destintion which pre-
vails around yot and that effectual measures ought to
be taken for its removal And who cm do so but the
more affluent portion of the community ? ‘It is a duty laid
upon them of which no doubg can exis' in the mmds.of
those who bear the name of Christ, and’profess to derive
from the Gospel the rules of their practre. Nor are we
without encouragement from past experence. Many are
the townships which 2 few. years ago, passessed no provi-
sion for spiritual ministrations, in whicha Lhur.c}} is now
built, and set apart for public .Wol'shlp-‘a minister in
charge,—the children collected in Sundry Schools,—and
the peéple instructed in the truths of the Gospel.

The effect of the exertions already made, faint as I
trust they will be found to be when conirasted w1t‘h those
to come, has been a groving attachment to the Church,
an ackr’;owledgment of her excellence, and a practical
conviction of the value of her services. The attendance
on public worship, the, number of 9omrpunlcants and
candidates for confirmation have rapidly increased, and
the Clergy are reaping the reward of their labour,
ansieties and personal s'acnﬁces. in beholding the pro-
gress of religious princlples- Moreover, abundance of
evidence every where appears that opposition or indiffe-
rence towards the Chureh, Or even separation, does not,
in general, arise from any distrust of her discipline or
doctrine, but from the difficulty, or practical impossibility,
of obtaining instruction within her pale. e

But, without entering farther into matters of detail, it
may be sufficient to remark that endowments from. our
own people, added to what has been left to the Church of
the Clergy Reserves, will, it 18 hoped, under the manage-
ment and care of the Lay Committee, in time, complete
the full establishment of the Church throughout the
diocese. To make such endo_wment. productive, will, it
is true, require a longer Pe"“’d;' but we are not only
working for the present generation, but for posterity;
and we have this encouragement that this new country,
destitute as it is in spiritual things; offers facilities for a
sound religious establishment W}“‘fh older countries do
not possess, where such an establishment does not already
exist. Nor can I suppose that Yo, my brethren, will
turn a deaf ear to the solicitations that will be made to
you. I trust that proofs, ten tll‘“‘s'fmd fold, will be given
in my diocese towards the permanent support of the
Church, and the other noble objects of the Society. Nor
are such proofs even DOW al.mgeth?; wanting. . One dis-
tingnished member has built a Church and parsonage-
house, and endowed the sameé with six hu.ndr'ed acres of
excellent land. Nor is this all: the same individual pro-
mises to endow other two panshes OT rectories in the
same munificent manner. Many have given parcels of
land, some two, some one hundred acres, or other smaller
portions. One young lady, out of a limited patrimony,
has devoted to the service of God one hun_dred acres of
her best land, and looks in return for a blessu!g 'gn heaven.
And numbers, I doubt not, SPa“d r((?:ady to imitate such
generous examples. To build 2 hurch and plant a
minister in any of our destitute townships, is a signal
manifestation of Christian charity, and becomes the hest
security for supplying the mmpo‘rral as well as the spiritual
comforts of the population When such a locality is
presided over by an efficient and zealous Clergyman,
proper attention is bestowed 01 the wants of the poor:

the wealthy are roused from their lethargy, and induced
to join in strengthening the hands of their Clergyman,

point to the religious monuments which we had raised
in thankful acknowledgment for our repeated deliverances,
and to feel assured that, in thus consecrating 2 conside-
rable portion of our substance to God, we have obtained
a blessing on what remains? To commemorate so great
deliverances, by acts of piety and mercy, 18 natural to
man. History, both sacred and profane, is full of ex-
amples of this, and in what way can such gratitude be
shewn among Christians more effectually than in ex-
tending the benefits of the Gospel among their poorer
neighbours?

By divine appointment, the rick and poor are placed
in mutual dependence on each other. The former derive
all their means of enjoyment from the latter, and there-
fore are the wealthy bound to minister to the spiritual
and temporal wants of the poor. This obligation can
never be separated from the possession of riches, and it
is not the less real because it cannot be regulated by hu-
man law. It is enforced by a much higher sanction than
man can give, and involves a serious responsibility, for
which we are accountable to God. Now, my brethren,
you who are affluent, and can, if inclined, spare something
to promote the glory of God, to whom all you have be-
longs, ask your own hearts how you have discharged this
solemn obligation! Have you given, according to your
ability, to provide for the religious instruction of your
less affluent neighbours? Have you provided accommo-
dation for the due celebration of divine worship? Can
we look around us without humiliation and self-reproach
at the little we have done in comparison of what we
might have easily accomplished? How shall we excuse
this apathy and lukewarmness towards the most glorious
of all causes, the extension of our Redeemer’s kingdom ?

Not only is our responsibility great, but our danger
imminent before God, if we continue to neglect the diffu-
sion of religious knowledge,—a danger not merely future
but immediate, even at our doors. What are we to ex-
pect, if we permit a population to grow up without the
fear of God, and insensible to the prospects of eternity,—
a population without conscience or moral restraint,—
blasphemous and impious from hardened ignorance and
despising the laws of God and man, because they have
never been made sensible of the guilt of breaking them?
Where will be our safety for life and property, amidst
a rapidly-increasing population, destitute of all moral and
religious culture? Even in a worldly point of view,
godliness is great gain, and a more sure protector of civil
rights thaun bolts or bars, constables Or armies. The rich
ought to know and feel that they ave the weaker party,
and that nothing protects their lives and properties but
the restraints of religion. They should consider them-
selves, as they really are, God’s stewards, responsible to
him for the talents entrusted to them, and of which they
must one day give a strict account. # !

Bat there};s{; I hope, yet time,—God is 19ng-suﬂe}'mg
and kind, Let such a melancholy state of things continue
no longer, but let us all unite in the support of this insti-
tution, that it may be enabled to send forth ministers, in
sufficient numbers, to instruct our peqple in their religious
duties,—to set before them the promises and threatenings
of the Gospel,—to infuse into their bosoms those prin-
ciples which can alone render them proof against tempta-
tion,—the fear and the love of God. If we disregard the
opportunity now offered us, what can we look for but a

rejoice in the happy and exalted privilege of Church
communion, so ought you to rgjoice 1n extending it to
others, to the poorest individual and the humblest log-hut
in the wilderness. Alas! my brethren, we are continu-
ally hearing of the rights of man,—of political privileges
which are only temporal,—but what human rights are to
be compared to those chartered by the Lord and Saviour
of the world himself,—the right to the waters of baptism,
and the bread of life,—the right to the teaching of the
everlasting Gospel, and, unless forfeited by our own un-
worthiness, to the communion of the body and blood of
Christ? These are the rights, the glorious rights, which
our Church is commissioned to confer on believers, and
it is to strengthen her hands, to extend these her minis=
trations, and to bring all our brethren in this Colony
within her prevailing influence, that this Society has been
instituted : and surely the pureness of its objects will bring
on it a blessing from above, and a strength not our own.
The work it contemplates may appear great and beyond
our power, and it certainly is s0, were we to trust to the
arm of flesh. But let us not fear, for God is with us.
Let us remember the twelve poor fishermen going forth
to evangelise the world,—and shall we shrink, under the
same divine guidance, from the comparatively easy task
of making our Church known in all her power and love-
liness to the inhabitants of this Diocese, present and to
come, in the holiness of her descent, in the completeness
of her ministry, in the beauty of her services, and the
salutary strength of her discipline?

Hagten, O Lord, the happy time when every township .
in this Diocese shall possess at least two Churches, served
by two faithful and zealous Clergymen! Such a blessed
consummation 1 dare not, at my advanced period of life,
hope to behold; yet I firmly believe in its full accom-
plishment, through the vigorous exertions of this Society,
at no distant period ; and I pray that I may be permitted,
through the divine blessing, to see the good work not
merely commencing, but in successful operation. Then
might I raise the glorious song of Simeon, * Lord, now
«Jottest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to
“thy word; for mine eyes. have seen thy salvation!”

!
l
1 first principles of the Christian Church.

In thus endeavouring to awaken your zeal and charity
in behalf of that portion of the holy Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church committed to my charge, I deem it right to
state explicitly that [ am moved b{ no desire to interfere
in the slightest degree with any of the religious comma-
nities which surround us. They are undoubtedly at
liberty to follow their own plans and objects as they think
fit, and my earnest and only wish in this lettter is, to stir
you up, my brethren, to supply the wants of our own
communion, and thereby to fulfil a duty implied in the

And what a source of happy reflexion will it be to you,
in all future time, not only while you remain here but
through all eternity, that you have done your part to es-
tablish on a lasting footing our national Church in this
extensive Diocese,—a Church built upon the foundation
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the chief corner stone,—a Church which retains traces of
the Apostolic times, more pure and numerous than any
other branch of the Church Catholic in the world,—a
Chureh in doctrine pure, in morals incorrupt, in precept
simple, in sanction strong,—whose rites and services are
free from superstition, and yet inspire the most intense
devotion, and warm the heart while they enlighten the
understanding !

What felicity to look down the vista of coming ages
and to see this holy Church enlarging her tent, stretching
forth the curtains of her habitation, lengthening her cords
and strengthening her stakes, and breaking forth on the
right hand and on the left over the whole Diocese, and
drawing within her fond embrace, s an affectionate
mother, every one of its iohabitants, giving them one
faith, one heart, and one soul, and knitting them together
as members of Christ, her blessed and adorable Head !

Jonx ToronTa.

Toronto, Canada, 30th May, 1842.

NUNS AND NUNNERIES.
(From the Achill Missionary Herald.)
We have long been convinced that nunneries, as at present
constituted, should not be suffered to exist in a free country.

severe retribution?

But I do not confine my solicitations for help to those
who are in affluent circumstances. I likewise entreat the
poor to contribute out of their poverty. Let them re-
member the widow’s mite, and the seripture injunction,
«Let every man give as he is able;” and again, *If thou
hast little, do thy diligence gladly to give of that little.”
Take heed that it be not the want of power but of incli-
nation, that prevents many of you from assisting in this
good work. Take heed lest selfishness encrust your
heart, and restrain your hand. It is almost incredible to
think how much good may be done by the most trifling
contribution, if it be general. Were every member of
the Church in this diocese (believed to be at least one
hundred thousand) to give one penny a week on an
average, some giving more to make up for those who are
not able to give so much, we should have an annual
income of 21,000, and this continually increasing as our
numbers multiply. Now this sum would be sufficient to
meet the present wants of the Society, and provide for
more than sixty additional Clergymen. Let no person
‘stand back because of his poverty; for the smallest
donation, given with a willing heart, will be thankfully
received, and, with God’s blessing, will speedily increase.
The sea is made up of single drops, and a small contribu-
tion, if general, will produce the most satisfuctory amount.
The charity which I desire is, as it were, drop by drop,—
not occasional, but habitual. A selfish man may be
induced to give freely when his feelings are touched by
some exciting discourse, or by a speech at a public meet-
ing, and boast of this one donation, and do nothing more.
But what we require for the support of our institution,
besides donations in land, is Christian charity on the
Apostle’s own rule,—that each put apart, according to
his ability, a portion every Lord’s day to the service of
piety. It is the observance of this rule that gives perma-
nence to charitable institutions by an increasing stream.
Are any so poor that they can give no pecuniary aid?—
they can still assist us by their services and their prayers,
—their services, in using their influence with others in
recommending the objects we have in view, in helping
the work of instruction in our Sunday Schools,—and by
their prayers to Almighty God to bless the Society’s
supporters and its officers, and that a double measure of
his Holy Spirit may be be poured upon all its proceedings.
Tt is calculated, if duly sustained, to make this diocese a
fair garden to the Lord, to draw all our inhabitants into
the Church, as doves to the Window. And let no man be
deterred by the coldness and infidelity of the times, whose
tendency 1s not upwards and spiritual, but downwards
and earthly. Most men seem to confine all their know-
ledge and labour to the getting or saving money, aud to
them the present world is every thing, and the future
| nothing. ~ As to religious knowledge, they tell you that
| it should be dealt with as an article of merchandize,—if
| required, there will be a demand for it, and a rea(_lines_s

to supply the expense. Alas! alas! such reasonming is

worse than absurd, and exhibits a deplorable ignorance

of human nature. 'The more destitute a man is of reli-

gious knowledge, the less disposed is he to receive it.—

Instead of seeking or desiring it, he loathes and detests it;

and therefore it must seek him, and not only seek; but
| press itself upon him with persevering meeknefs, and
return again and again after many and many a rejection,
even till seventy times seven. Now this reluctance
among the wicked and ignorant to receive religions in-
struction, ought to becoine an additional motive with us
to supply it; for, as 1t advances, such reluctance and in-
fidelity give way, and those who were the most indiffe-
rent and hostile feel in time their prej}xdgces'grmlually
yielding to the force of Christian truth, till it reigns para-
mount in their hearts. "

In this way we shall bring thousands into the house-
hold of faith, by placing within their reach all the bles-
sings and privileges of the Gospel, through the ministra-
tions of our beloved Church. Her sublime services, her
holy Sacraments, her persnasive calls, and lively minis-
trations, will be open to all the inhabitants of the Diocese,
and a devoted Clergy, infinitely superior to all armies and
pavies and police establishments, will be present to pro-
mote peace and tranquillity, and every good that can
sanctify us in this life, and prepare us for that which js
to come. And now, my brethren, as you value your own
souls, so ought you to value the souls of your fellow sub-
jects. Asyou love your Saviour, so_ought_ you to love
the salvation of all for whom that Saviour died.

As you'

They encourage every species of deceit on the part of the priests
and others interested in their maintenance, in inveigling victims
into them, and though the superstitious motives which at first
rendered the imprisonment in a certain sense voluntary, may
cease to operate, and the captive sigh for freedom, she finds
herself in circumstances which place her at an almost hopeless
| distance beyond the operation of those laws which are sup-
\ posed to secure the enjoyment of liberty to the subjects of the
British Crown.

These thoughts were brought to our mind by facts of recent
occurrence. One of these facts has already come before the
public, through the medium of the newspapers; but as we have
had access to the most authentic sources of information, we
can assure our readers of the perfect accuracy of our information,
while at the same time we are enabled to state some important
particulars which have not before transpired.

A young lady, a Protestant, ignorant of her own religion,
and equally ignorant of the true character of Popery and the
nature of monastic Institutions, entered a convent in Limerick,
vainly expecting to find within its walls the peace of mind
which she had not found in the world.

Daring her novitiate she was treated both by the superioress
of the convent, and the nuns with the most winning kindness,
the former especially exhibited the most vigilant anxicety to
promote Miss Stewart’s lappiness, and assured her that nothing
would give her so much pleasure as to see her a professed nun,

Flattered by such attention Miss Stewart imagined that
there was no place in the world like the convent, and under
this impression she became & professed nun, but no sooner was
this step taken than the scene immediately changed. The
kind attention te which she was accustomed ceased, and she
was treated with extreme severity—being compelled to per-
form the most menial offices—sometimes scrubbing the floors
of the convent until her knees, unused to such labour, were
almost excoriated; and when she complained of such treatment
as past endurance, she was threatened by her jailors, who ex-
ultingly told her that she had put herself into their hands, and
they would take good care that she should mot escape from
them.

The poor captive now clearly saw that it would be useless
to claim the right of leaving the convent, and that the liberty
for which she sighed conld only be obtained by stratagem. An
intelligent girl, who had been one of Miss Stewart’s pupils in
the convent school, was made her confidant, and she proved
herself in every way worthy of the trustreposed in her, Dres-
sed in a fashionable suit over her homely apparel, and having
her features concealed in the folds of a thick veil, she called at
the convent gate and requested to see Miss Stewart. As the
gate-keeper had been previously informed that a visitor was
expected at that time, she was at once ushered iuto the school -
room. The inmates of the convent were all at prayers, but
Miss Stewart having escaped attendance on pretence of indis-
position, hastened down to the sehool-reom in her chemise and
petticoat, Her faithful deliverer speedily disrobed herself of
her fashionable attire, and Miss Stewart as speedily dressed
herself in it. They then sallied forth—no doubt,—with
trembling hearts. The gate was opened to them—they has-
tened to the Mail Coach Office, where Miss Stewart’s uncle was
waiting to receive her, the mail started for Dublin shortly after,
and the trembling fugitive was soon beyond the reaeh of her
pursuers.

Now let the reader pause for a moment, and recollect that
this is no fiction, but an actual occurrence which happened last
month in this land of liberty. But the worst part of the tale
yet remains to be told.

It might be thought that the Romish Ecclesiastics who could
exercise controul over the government of the convent, would
mark their displeasure at such an anjustifiable infringement on




