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Canada has had many histories, some fragmentary, some complete at one
time but now incomplete, some dealing with but one event, others dealing with
all the events comprised in what may justly be called Canadian history. Some
of these histories have been written in English, some in French; some have
been written for adults, some for the younger generations. Some writers have
recorded fact after fact, seeing no other relation between them than the chrono-
logical ; others have considered the epoch-making events in their relation to
Canada’s present position as a nation. Yet in spite of the hundreds of volumes
that have been written, it is safe to assert that the ideal history of Canada is
yet to be written.

General readers are, as a rule, little interested in school books, but the new
school history of Canada is extraordinary in many ways, and is exciting general
attention. Owing to the action of various teachers’ associations, the Dominion
Educational Association, in July, 1892, formulated a scheme for the prepara-
tion of a text-book on history which would be suitable for the schools in all the
Provinces, and which would properly present the position of the Dominion. A
competition was arranged for, and on July 1st, 1895, when it closed, fifteen
manuscripts were handed to the judges. After ten months, the first prize of
$1,000 was awarded to W. H. P. Clement, barrister, Toronto, and his work is
now published. It has been adopted by New Rrunswick, Quebec, Ontario,
Manitoba, the North-West Territories and British Columbia. Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward will no doubt fall in line and adopt this the best school history
ever prepared in Canada. The publishers, the committee and the author are to
be congratulated upon the success of their efforts, and it is to be hoped that the
expectations of all will be realized, and that a proper idea of Canada’s romantic
past and brilliant possibilities will be inculcated in the minds of our Canadian
youth.

Although the book is specially intended for the use of school children, it is
worthy of a place as a work of reference in every Canadian library. The maps
and illustrations are quite commendable.

E
MISCELLANEOUS.

Canadian admirers of Charles G. D. Roberts will be pleased to know that
there will be a Canadian edition of his ‘*History of Canada,” and those of our
citizens who prefer Canadian editions in their libraries will be able to add this
volume to their ‘“ Canadiana.” This addition will be issued by George N. Mor-
ang, Toronto. This house will also publish ‘“ Heart Songs,” by Jean Blewett,
a dainty volume of verse, which will contain all the poems which that talented
lady has written. This is another volume which Canadian collectors will prize

highly, not only on account of its intrinsic merit, but because of its being Mrs.
Blewett’s first edition.

Mr. T. Fisher Unwin intends publishing in November John Oliver Hobbes’
(Mrs. Craigie) new story, ‘* The School for Saints.” The volume will appear in
his Colonial Library in paper and cloth bindings. Although an edition of the
work will be on sale in the United States by a New York firm, Mr. Unwin has
specially reserved the sole Canadian right, and only his edition can enter Canada.
He is specially copyrighting the volume in Canada for this purpose.

The best map of the Klondyke is the one published by the Province Publishing
Co., of Victoria, B.C. There is another very good one published by Rand, Mc-
Nally & Co., of Chicago, who also publish ““Golden Alaska,” an illustrated
guide to that country and the Klondyke district. This pamphlet contains maps,
illustrations, and does not colour its facts too highly.



