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There is perhups no speaker by whom ordinary
rules are more ignored than the lectuter. The
manuer of Lreating a subject is generally in his
cago as iImportant as the sul jeet itself, for it is

hat which yives to the iddress its distinetive
character, We have now lecturers in great nume-
bers and varicty, who «xhibit talents and ace
quircments of a high mider ; and we are tso re-
fined und progressive to listen with patience to
the wenrisome, nondeseript, Mechunies' Institu.
tion things which were colled iectures in our
younger days,, though we still presiive speei-
mens inter alia, of the prosy gentleman, who
bewilders his suditors in a muze of Wehnieality
ird cientific  speculition ; the scensational
mountebenk, who seck to tickle his hearers by
poet’e tlights and raey ancedotes ; and the lee-
turer who has ‘a mission "—who plays on one
string —-who is mad on one topie, and raves by
rute,

With all duc respret for the cloth, cur pulpit
ix net what it might be or what it thould he in
carm stpess, elliciency, and simplicity.  With
Low many of the bundieds of sermens which we
constuutly hear do we charge our memories ?
Fhere is tothing to which we listen mere eon-
staptly and complazently that is not only as
snon fergotten, bhat which we do net expoet or
inter d to remomber, than the ordinary Sunduy
sermon, How is it that our few popalor precch.
TS OeCnpy the !,xnmin-—ht poritions l}n-_\' Jdo, but
for the nw‘!’n"il“:‘\‘ huchgeonnd of the number-
Jess dromes £ To be paturaliy haent is ot times

a dangerons gift ina proacher, boeanse it leads

bim to tiust to the fusprdion of the mionent
rather than tn{l.rvvinus study. .\ barvister must
coufine himself to bis bricf, and he kvows that

to phoad before a judge, a jury, wnd a watchiol
opvenent, witkeut havivg wmaetered his case,
would not only lmj\uhrv the inuterests of his

client, but would 1rjure his vwn professional
spects. The sense of tesporsiliity qu'ui make
it even more apparent to a preacher that, in
otder to the delivery of an etfictive dircour v,
careful preparst v is essential,

Whatever inducements there way be in par-

liame ntary oratory to watsler into fields foreign

to the sulject of debate, there wre certain con-
siderations which reuder it hezardous. The fear
of bsing the ear of the Hounse, the conscivit-ness
of the speech being reperted, the likelihood of §

{»ul»liv:uim\, and the sense of resporsibility 1o a

wdy of independent, and semetimes of hostile,

comtituents make it probeble that no publiz:
addrisses are wore earcfully prepared or more

nervously delivered. Sucvess axa parlismentary
speaker demands much rtudy and pracrice. How

little can the uniniated know of the training!
which matures a Gladstone, a Bright, or a Ihs- !
raeli 5 or which gave sech seudiness ;_nnl i o
tiveness to the public appearayce of the ate’
We are assured |

Lords Dby and Palmerston !
that even Sheridan, with his readiness andnon-
chalance, nover fuiled to the end of his parlia.
mentary carest to foel 2 rense of responsibibity
in risivg to address the 1
known to sav, 't ferl snfully nervons to-nfzht.
1 shall be sure to speak well”

Fow have an ides of e ordeal undergone by
a diffident ardd ivexperieneed speaker in his
earlier eflurts, !

If ke does not entiredy oe hils
self-possession, a litt’e tact o his ewn part, and

the patience and eneavragement which the .

House, »xa tule, exte dstoon untried momber,
will genirally carry fow throush, Tis vdated
of Lond Ashley, afterwards thard Torl of Shattes-

buty, that soon alter he had cutered the Honse

of Commens e rwe to spiak in support of an
Act ¢ for cranting counsel to priconers in cases
of hich traason,” but fourd bunsdf o embare

raseesd that Le was unable to proceed. The Honse !

cheered Limy, and, reaveving from his conly
he happily convertod the diftienlty of s s
tion inte sn argument of illusiration in faveur
of the Dill, 1€ 1, s1r,”" said e, addressing the
Speaker,—~ 10 I, who rive only to otfer wiy
opiuion en the Bill now dejending, am o con-

founded that 1 am usable to exyress the least of;
what 1 intemded 10 say, what mu-t be the con.?

dition of that man who, without any sssistance,
is pleadivg for his life 7

To make a geod after-dinner speech requires a
speeial talent. A man way be cleqnent on paper
and ready and witty ameng bis friends, but the

moment ha rises to propose a toast or to return

thanks he generally wanzges to make 2 mess of
it. Thackeray coulid not do it ; his nervousness ;
) Theadare Hook, with ail
his rattle in jrivate, was a failure. Even Jetfrey
Dickens was !

quite overcawe him,

felt at cea, aml Froude is insipid.
an exception: he was always ready, always
bright aml at his eare ; and, when he cenld he
sectred was the best chairman any canse or com-
mittee eoutd find.  Dining has become one of
our recognized modern institutions © and, as no
public dimer is complete without its accom-
panime nt of speech-making, it follows that there
is not even a provineial community which can-
not boast of its lecal orators.  Any country
newspaper cau give nn idea of the nature of the
utterances of wmany who believe their forte to be
an ability to taik, and who are always rerdy to
discharge their wind.bags at * Mr. Chairman’
and the reporters,  No municipality is more
profuse and ostentatious iu its hespitality, or
more frequently honcured with the presence of
csts of distinetion, than thatcf the metropolis.
‘et even of thisgreatest of dining bodies, it hay,
alas, been said that * the good thingsof the Cor-
poration, as a rule, are those that go in _nt'lho
manth, and not those which come out of it.
When so many are given to talking, how rare
it is to find a good listener ! o listen agreeably
and encourngingly is not & mete negative qual:
ity. [tiz=nart ns much as talking is, butit is lit.

e, and has been .

ile underetood, and much less practised. A good
lister.er eviness intelligence and manifests an
air of respectful otteution. Fven if he has pro.
viously heard the narrutive, or is fan:iliar with
the knowledge that iy being imparted, he ex-
hibits a certain amount of interest. Let him
tell n the difliculty of this acquireent who has
tyicd to practise it on all occasions, however un.
lteresting the communication and however tire-
some the rpeaker,

 Uncdueuted people experience considerable
difficulty in expressing ther ideas fluently and
connectedly.  They are gnarded in their choice
of words, sometimes from o fear of rudeness, but
generslly from a natural noticence or d tidewce.
They express their feelingy in an artless way,
and often gonvey their inprossiors more sug-
gestiveiy by their simplicity than if they aspired
to grammatical precision.  Have you ever ob-
servead the comtship of a couple in the humbler
wilks of fife ! Yon in similar circumstances,
woull discourse withont an cffort, to au inter-
ested listener, an literature, or sentiment, or the
topies of the day.  For luck of the resources
which traibing aul vdaeation supply, they ex.
hibit their att chinent, by playfuin ssand tnne-
vent dversion —-by pushing, vor pulling, or chas.
g, or teising, with the secompauiment of
lunghter atsl sereaming ; and all this is to them
as natutally and as mutually enjoyatle as intel-
lectual conversation is to more fortunate indivi-
dusls who po.sers the gift of the gab,

There isanother eloss of ignorant perple, how-
Cever, who are vadgar and viaens, and who make
o attempt to speak with rofinenent, or modes.
Sy er seifecontrol. They ure, in this respect,
Hike children who, before they have learned to
talk antelligibly, express teie dispprobation
sl dishike, fu their wmiperfect manner, by strik-
ing biindly at the object that stands in the way
pef the gratitication of their desires.  An oiserver
Cof the sucial habazs of the lower orders may per-
Cecive how their dilregalated passions fail o finld
other wodes of nninitestution than vuigar abase,
cwrsing and swearing, or the uever-fuling are
granention sod Lominene of fists or fect, We sup.
pese this may be accounted tor as being the
fittest method which ther dull inteilects have
, becn able to discover of aiving expression to
their feelings, so that when they disagree,

s or desite to show their disple: sure, they secm to

bave no other wmears of doiug so.  Whatever
fleadis to the extenstien of their vocabulary must
cot~equently be a blessing, in enabling them to
mike vse of speech with discretion, and to see
thut vielence, dogmatisio, aud abuse are uunue-
cessary and contemptible.

Thiere are in the sime rank in life working
men who are poor aud unletteredl—knowing no-
thiug of svirnce, or polities, or books—net given
to talking, but, on the contrary, are theughtiul
and reserved, who can upon oceasion become
eloquent atd insttuctive en matters peitsining
to doctiine, and expetience. © Outof the abun-
S of the heart toe wouth speaketh,"aud *the
power of greee locsens the tongue of the dumb.”
P 1s surmising bow intelligence improves the
Sutteronee ; but there is nothing that so enables

a man to eoutrel his passion, to exorcise the
raving devil in the Leart, and to eurb the other-
wise uutemmable and unruly member, as the
“sense of 1esponaibility which religion couters. It
dacs more than werely nentralize the evil; for
“while it keep the tanguein cheek fnall that is
obi etignat fe, it enablis him to speak with
modetation wnd wisdom,

Droes any one desite a new sensation—a some-
thteg to i terest, dustruet, and profit? 11 so,
et him attend some  of the mveetings for
Christian fellowship, which sre not now by wuy
Reealis tieemuon or exclusive, say a Methodist
clags meeting or fove feast—that revival of tne
Azape of the carly Chinreh — in any part of the
Kingdan, it in Cornwadl or Yorkshire all the
better, aned he witl understand semething of the

nature aml attiactiveness of the assemblies
Swhereof it s atlirmed * they spake often one to
another,”

Tliere is no talent with which we are endow-
“ed whereby we exercise a greater power for good
or evil, and whese luflnence i3 more pervinive
and indestiuctible, than that of speechi, Tle
word onee speken cinnot be recalled.  Like
secd in the heart amd wemory of the hearer, it
produces its appropriate truit, and its repetition
tends inealeulably to the inerease of the harvest,
o Fvil commumeations eorupt good manners.”
This is the seeret of the davger. But ““a word
spoken in season, how good iy it ' We are
suatprised how, by sezing an opportunity as it
is l'r\-svnh*d, we sametimes say something that,
“like a nail fastened in a sure place,”” mirests
the attention ; and we do not know that he is
more blameworthy, all things cousidered, who
dees mischicf by teonsiderate and sinful talk
thow hie is who refuses to take occasion to re-
prove it, ) .

[ The recponsibility of speech is not mado a
Smatter of serious consideration mainly, we be-
s Heve, heeause the offenders are so nniversal and
so undisguised.  Fwil speaking dees not sh ek
P {he sease of modesty, reverence, and selfn s
lpz et as it onght to o, and we bisten to it as
Feomplacently asaf it coudd not be avoided, and
Fmuch in the spirit in which the Quaker is said
i to have reproved the profanity ot a sai'or:
D Swerr away, fri-nd,”” said he ;*f thee wust get
Dall that bad stutf let out of thee before thee get
test to heaven.” Without the expression of
i decided disapproval and rebuke the curse is not
Likely to be speedily removed,
We have snid that the written word remains
and it iz does so in a sense in wleeh the spoken
lwor«l does not. Bt dees the trithug shatter,
the gossip and scandal, the tattery and deceit,

‘“ the foolish talking and jesting that is not con-
venient,'” pass away like its echo? Doesit
%;we no uneasiness, and cause no pain, and
eave no trace ; or is it, like Uncle Tul»y’s oath,
a something that is recorded 7 Ag there is such
a thing as talking sensibly sud profitubly, there
must be the converse ; and indeed there are few
habits e gainst which in Hcly Writ we are more
frequently and seriously warned. ‘Lot every
man," it enjoine, ““be swift to hear, slow to
speak,’”” *¢If any man wmong you seem to be
religions and bridleth not 'his tongue, that
man'sreligion is vain.'’  “lle that will love
life and see good days, let him refrain his ton-
gue from evil and his lips that they speak no
guile.”

Observant students of the genvs homo to
whouse writings we have accces, with are excep-
tions, take oceasion to refer to and lamnert this
geueral defection and taiot of corruption.  The
remedy does not consist in the application of
general rules, or in the discovery of an infall-
thle and universal punacea, so mueh as in per-
sonal effort and example, and in the faithful
and constaut rceognition of the encouragement,
“1f any wan dlend not in vord, the some is a
perfeet man ;" avd of the frath, ** By thy
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy wouls
thou shelt be condemncd,”

W. MacrLekie.

ECHOES FROM LUNDON.
Loxpox, Sept. 22,

A NEW paper is promised, entitled Loy fen.

Nexr year Hyde Park will be still more ex-
tensively aud beawifully liid out with flower-
beds,

Mu. WirLiNa's reul rain has been plagarized
at the Paris Grand Opera, where they have row
got a real live rainbow.

A sTaTEMENT has been circulated that a
Cabinet Council will be held immediately on
Mr. Gladstoue's return irom his cruise,

Tuerr are no fewer than seven vast new
hotels now in course f erection in London, four
of them with about 1,000 bedrooms each.

Lirrs from the shore to the top of the clilfs
have been proposed for sea-side places. Shanklin
has been the first to go into the enterprize.

Sinck the anncuncement of the marriage of
Miss Forteseue with Lord Garmoyle £10,600
wotth of hier photographs in all sizes are said to
have beun sold.

HasTings has remewed its contract for light-
ing the parale with the electric light. It is the
softest thing to walk to (lover-like), except the
squinting moou,

A pasmiNa and erushing reply to Lerd Hart-
ington’s speceh on the Hbeit Biil is promised in
pamphlet torm, so that it may bte distributed
largely over the countey.

It is gossiped in well-infcrmed ministerial
cireles that Sir William Harcourt goes next
session to the woolsack, and Sir I, Jawes be-

comes the Home Secretary.

Mr. Oscar Wiepr will konor the Town-hall
of Old Wuundswerth with his presence to explain
to the natives what his impressiens were ol the
people of the Urited States,

AT a saie of archids in Covent-garden recently,
there was realized for one specimen of new
aerides in flower the sum of 235 guineas. Tt is
believed to be the highest price ever obtained
at an auction for a single plant.

Tueke is a propesal to have the whole of the
Thames britliantty lighted from Kew Bridge to
Richmoud. This wonld certainly add complete-
ness to the iden of the new leck and the splen-
did shoreage which would then bewen,

Tur intention of the Metropolitan Board of :

Works to demolish the churches ot 80, Mary-les
Straud and of 8, Clement Danes; in order to

widen that portion of the Strand in which they -

are situated, will meet with formidable Lostility,

Y e1 another theatre is to be Twlt in Lotden.
The new venture will be the farthest west of auy
—name ly, in the Elgwuate road.  The wouder is
that they do not come up faster, for managers are
all making their fortunes with {rightful vapidity.

A MEMORIAL is to be vaired in his birthylace
to the memory of Dr. Johuson, the celebrated
“apellist.” losh Billinges, who has alvo done
much in that way to make him renowned, migt t
be employed by the hour to write the inserip-
tiou.

It is reported that Earl Granville has mount-

ed a higyele, the tricyele being tco slow forhim,

What an interesting sight it wonld be, on the

opening day of the ses:ion, to sce a file of Ier
Majesty's ministers mounted on bicycles and
tricycles. .

Mg, FAwcCk1T means to carry still further into
effect his oft declared preference for ifemale
labor. Regulations have been framed for held-
ing competitive examinations for the situation of
female sorter in the London Post Office,

Mi. MATHEW ArNoLD goes to Ameriza next
month.  He will be there with Lord Coleridge,
Mec. Irving, some forty to fifty tnembers of Par-
liament, half-a-dezen English joutnalists, and
more English peojle than ever were in America
befo:e.

Tur Salisbury Club, which has been cloced
for several weeks, will reopen to its membirs
shortly, The club-house his been thoroughly
re-decorated, and the comm ttee have secured
the services of one of the best chefs de cudsing i
London.

Turey is a proposal on foot which, if it is
carricd cut, will cnable the journey to Calcutta
to be yerformud ina week.,  The route would he
by rail to Constantinople, aud thence by a new
line, to be mude, between Candahar and Con-
stantinople.

11 is as well to give the warning theteabs wi ]
be tremendously ccarce all over Londonon Wed.
desday next, as the fraternity of drivers jntend
to enjoy themselves ut Lord's Cricket ground all
day long, when everything that is amusing in
the ficld sports way is to be provided for their
tgratification.

Itis said that the pretty Awmerican actriss,
Miss Minnie P.Ilmer, who is playing at the
Grand, is undera contraet in which there is a
[ peralty of £30,000 if she marries or engages
herself to be warried before five years.  Go, get
thee to a nuunery at once !

THE irritation caused by Lerd Derby's offene
sive circular to the Aunstralian Agent Generul is
taking scmewhat potential form. A great pub.
lic meeting is being talked of, and from the de-
meansur of the men who have the project in
hand is likely to be carried out.

“Wg shall have to give it up.” That is what
a keen French politician has just said in refer-
ence to Tonquin, and that seems to be the gene-
ral opinion of mast of those Frerchmen in Lo n-
don who thitk atall « bout the matter. 1t seems,
woreover, to be the point to which negotiaticens
¢re now terding.

Tur building of residential chamlers secms
to grcw apace in London. Many residences of
this kind are springing uwp with wonderful ra-
pidity.  Suites of rooms like these let for very
high rents, On the whole, the distressed house-
holder ovght to thivk twice Lefore taking refuge
in chumbers.

IT scems that the Iady at Kensingten has not
been ewployod by 1the Queen to write her me.
moirs, but that the lady is doirg so frem her
own motives, and [rom Ler own pojut of view,
Doubtless it will ke a work couceived in the
best spirit, as the firm ¢f publisters which has
accepted it is of the highest standing.

A LipgRrAL contemporary, a great admirer of
the Grarnd OId Mun, regrets, while alluding to
the weight of the Fumperor of Austria, that there
is po reeord of the wuight of our Premier, and
thinks he might be courteousy asked to supply
the deficiency. This is imdeed adulation.  We
may inform our ftiend that, from a Conservative
point of view, he sits very heavily upon us.

Witat will the Poet-Lanreate do for the
Tremier in acknowlodament of that most gener-
ous tribnte to poeuy and him which makes the
Kirkwall specch muemotable, and for permitting
“him to read some of his poetry before a Czar !

1t he will give us an ede worthy of himself, or

revive the spirit of the Norse ages, aud sing to

us of the greatest statesmen of the age, Euglish-
nen to-day apd bereafter will have cause te
. thank him.

Tue labors of the Permanent Committee on
the oquipment of the arnmy are now closcd, and
their report will iu a few days be forwarded to
the War Ottice, whers, no doubt, it witl be only
pigeon holed nntil guestions begin to be asked
Cnext session, Altogether the * Practieal” Com.
"' mit ces this serson surpass in numbers those
Pulary previots years, and the people are wone
derirg what the outeome of so much experimen-
ta! work and deliberation with closed doors will
be,

Tur British Museum reading-reom is once
again open in the evening till eight o'clok, to
} the wreat joy of the students who find i fmpes.
{ sible to be in Blommsbury during the day, Tow
“much the extra Lours ate appreciated can he
“scen by any whoe visit the iestitetion dwring the
winter evenings. The ele trie light is a great
suceess thete ) it dees not tlicker and it dors not
dezzle, and only onee Las there been any avei-
dent.  For au experiment thisis very striking,
and the thanks of the stulents are duo to the
trastees for theirenterprize,
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