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ÂAOHm8TMÂB CAROL.
Gdrest ro nre gentlemen,
For Jsaus Christ our San'our

Was bornupon this day,
To sae us ail freon Satan a Power,

When vo vers gono astray.

1ebr Jeu s Christ, ur Savieu1r, ?dî>Ycrn on Christmas
Day 1

In Bethlehem',in Jewry,
This blesaod babo vas bhem,

And laid within a manger.
Upon this bleaeed morn;

The which Ris mother Mary
Nothing did tako in accru.

Oh. tidings of comfort and jey,
For Jeans Christ. nur Saviour, vas boem on Christmas

Day!1

Prom Qed, our Hoavenly Fathor,
A blesed anqol came,

And unto certain ahephords
Brought tidinga of thesaime,

How that in Bethlehem vas boni
The Son of God by name.

Oh tidinga of oomfort and jey,
For Jeans hriet, our Saviour, wau borniou Christmui

Day!1

Pear not, then said the angol,
Lot nothing you affright,

This day in boni a Saviour,
0f virtue, pover and might,

Bo frojquen t l to vanquish al
The rieds f 8tanquit..

Oh tidings ofocomfort and joy,
For Jeauis ôhrint, our Savlour, waa boni on Christmas

DayI1

SHORTY LONG'S CHRISTMAS,
GIFT.

BY THOMAS 8. COLLIER.

The stage froue Marysville toiled elevly up the
waedand roiing mal that led fromn Cuiver'a
Rtaniih t Whistling Canon. Shorty Long, the
driver, enveloped in a suit of heavy rubber gar-
mente, mt fat back in the boot, and the. two
favorite seats beside him voro ompty.

The. mud vas deep, and the sharp chirrup
with wbich Shoity usuaIly speeded hie horses,
was modùlatod jute a lover and gntier note of
encouragement. Whon alone, eithor in Snn or
storu, Shorty vas accustomie<d ta give vent to
hie feelings in a song. Ho wae a sailor on a man-
of-war at the turne of the gold discovery, and un-
der the influence of the. foyer, that, reaching to
the esends of the earth," gathered the svart
Mongolian sed the. fair-skinned Caucaian into
the narrov bounds of a mining-camp had left
his r4hip witliout vaiting for the cnstcmsry for.
mality of a disobarge. Ho brought te the now
.and tranp f.elf that met him in the camps that
grev and diesppeared among the foot.hilm tvo
obueroteristica thît vers sure to make hum a
marked min. His nature was buoysnt, sunny
»d gpuerous. Ris chums vere never known to
despair, and a fatality of good luck attended
thosa; but, strangely enougb, this hied not yet
orne ta Shorty. With thia joyous and hopeful
disposition,* Shorty combined a dtermination
tuât vas indomitabie. Ho did not kuov the.
rneaning of defeat.

14It vil come out right in the end," ho vould
-»Y, as elamni after daim sahowed the nme peu-
éiq,'la the matter of that procious, yllov duet
w1dh w as the object of hi. searcb.

And Shorty uaid tua viien fire swept through
the "cap, ita rod tonue lapping in a hot car.
nkivl' about the. iitt le cabin in which ho had
gathered -aammli store of comforts hie work had
epabled him to collect. For Shorty wu5 a home

r dy'and delighted in a cozy interior glowîng
tethvarmth and ccmpanionship, and wse had

eonatrncted hie cabin with more cire than- mninera
uauuly bestowed on these frail structures, and
ho goised in possessing the. one building in
Sandy, Galcu that coutaiued a bedreom.

The bes-al f the masculine fraternity vere.
"boys " in the vocabulary of the irold region-

ehipyed in and beught Shorty enough te build a
a., home, for they had found it ver 7 nice to
£lu'-nto the auug apartmnent which did dut1 as
par or, kitalben and dining-rcom in Shcrty's
ibin ; but the gift vms firmly refused.

14Yen mes, boys, " said Shorty, as heostood
leekingat the heap cf ashos that had once been
Ise home; 1«I have a poculiar notion thît if 1
viu to any inck, I muet do it alone. Yen are
vTee,'knd, and l'm fot toc good to bo heiped,
but aioe's the. vay, I think, and for a time im

goig te keep clear cf the Gutch. The fire haa
lut aught me ail aback, so te apeak, and I'm

bbthe. fag.end cf a rope."

gale, h. aid-", it just rolled eneugb te rock
eue te sleep."

Hoeiiad emrried hie singing vith hin, and
many a lite travelier on the. road bie coach fol-
Ieved had board the. pins veode on the. slopes
echo vfth the. obeerîng vorde, telîng cf the.
chemub aioft vho keepe ewatch ever poor Jack;
lied heard them repeat the veeseof Tom Bcvhune,
and ring vith the. nctes cf Huil'm Victomy.

.But Sherty vas net singignov. Ris keen
mnd prmticed gimuco neted ti. damk cloude tuat
hîy, dense and duli, adeug thi.eatvard rieiug
peake, and, epening the siiding-panel that ai-
lovedhiim te cemmunicato vitii the passengers

insido-, ho suid:
4We'l ho t Bonder'e in an heur, and ve'll

stay there for tiie nigbt."
."dWby " asked m restleme young min, vho mt

in a corner.
6Because the voather loeks bad, and mn

hour's ain vnuid mmke tiie mud deeper than
tue herses couid mil tiirongh."

"dAfraid te travel ini tue vet, I reokon," mid
a iieuvily.hoarded min, stretchod long the
middle seat.

idWo'ii stop li niçut t Bender'.," sad
Shorty, takiug ne notice cf the. iut m.mark,
and, ciosing tiie eide, ho turnod te face the
road.

Tii. coach had juet reacbod the creat cf a ill,
and hoyond this, tii. read veuîid devuvarde,
and tevirds a eteep rnsas cf rocks, rising in a
vide, southvard running level.. A miet iiung
ever these rocks, and a pecuhiar graynems per.
vmded thoeviiole atmosphere. Thors vas a clump
cf pines at the bond cf the. roa4, and as the.
coach turnod tii..., a bail camz froue mmong the.
trees.

Shorty's baud seught the. butt cf a pietol that
vas thrust in a pocket cf the. boot, and hie vbip
oracked abmrphy. The. homs stamted forvard
with a jnmp, and tii. coach svung heavily fromn

aide te aide.
Iu a fev minutes, the atout vebicho vould

have beon beyond the. range cf pidtol shota, but
heoeothia cculd ho acoomphishod, a oter veico
came cutting through the. steru, the. veice cf a
voman.

IlFor Ged'. sàko, do net beave us here 1" ià
nid, and, rising ta hie feet, Shorty'ea grasp ou
the reine tightened, and the sndden check threv
tihersoes hock on tiieir baunches, tii. coach
thumpiug bird againat the. viiesers.

Tii. jar brought ail the. pasngers ta their
feet, and the. barreis cf everal pistole shoved
orninouely itheti. indowe that vore bumriodly
epened.

IlWhat is it 1" called the. reatiese yunug min.
"Rebbera T',

iMyho yes, and maybo ne, " mnswered
Shorty, and having givon thie eq nivoomi anever,
lio cslied eut to the pemeon vho lied haiiod :

"dCerne out frer the. vindova eo that ve ca
see yen. W. do't vint auy ambuecade trick

PlYherowaa movoment ini the deeper dark-
neae amoug the pinea, and then tve figures ip-
peard-one, tiiat cf a man, vbe iemned heavi]y
on the. arin of a vommu.

They moved Trwerd sicvly, the min evi-
dently viiking witii difficulty; ,
Shorty's keon glance sarciied thie voed ebîdev

fer otiier ferme, and meing noe, ho jurnped te
the grouud, and hurmied ta tth. assistmnce cf the.
vormn.

1"*Hov came yen bere in tuis plight r" h.
asked, as hiestreng mmmn gave its aid-te the man's
tottering form.

"We vers geing te Lander's," însvered the.
vomau, naming a plmce viiere quartz mining
had just beon commonced. 4"Fitiier vas te
superintond the. vomk. W. ver. ou horsback,
and vers met on the. idge home by tve mon,
vho teck our heoses and money."

"Whicb vîy did they go 1"
"lu tht direction," peiutiug southvard

alonir the ridge.
"Did tiiey lheaue ur'
"No, but they miite t father, and the. bullet-

is in bis log. It is onl3 a flesh vound, boy-
ever."

Sborty viiistled.
11Did you see their faces r' ii. aked, as tboy

reched the coach.
IlYos, oeowva very fir and eigut, vith long

golden haum. The otiier vas black and heavy.
41[1knov," aid Siiorty, temnly.
Shorty opened thé door of the coachiand

iooked in. "Make roem fer two more," h. suid.
"l1,ove up on the middle seat. "

Tiie bearded min gumbled, but tho pason-
gors oeyed, and 8herty oon lied his nev fMinde

It vas only a 1ev, eue-atory shunty, but thers
vere bright fires eulivened vith pin. cones in
evory room, and each hidia neat army cf fumni-
ture, tbougii ne tve pieces vers mitas.

Stil, as the genial hoat, Ben Lincoln, muid,
tuis dîd net make any difference me, long as
abootsanmd tovels vere demn,and yen lept wvol.

And shoota and tavela vers maasdcean in
the. Grand Waehingoand its guest e e sure
cf varmtiiand g=llTooýd, -and these tvo Tacts
mad.eitn preprieter a noted min in the. canon.

As b. cameouot te meet the paseengera by
coach, Shorty hailed hum :

IlTheres a man inside vith a buliot in hie
leg," b. said. 16Hia dmughter is vitii hum,"

"Strangers 1" askod Lincoln, lacenicily.

"Ail righit.I viiilook eut Tom tiiemn,, d
hav, the.doctor brouglit."

I shahl stay hors tii ta-merrev," centinned
Shorty.

"The veather doea hook bad."
61Yen, and I bave other business, nov." «
He flung the mmil-bag te a min vho came Up,.

and thon, as the hootier cf tii. betel tool the.
reine cf the forvard tem, r.idy te, lead the.
coachimvay viien the. passengere and <heir bag-
gage vers ianded. Sherty sent i peculiar eBrili
viiistle echoing mmong tiie shadowe of thei. ouf,
and along the. piotureeque streets cf Beudor's.

Hmviug doue tueç, h. carefuliy amocthed ont
tii. garments h. had found amoug the pines,
and placed them in the. cut satchol, and parcel,
thet had criginally iioid theue.

While iie vas doiug this, mon had been
*gatiierng frou e different etabuns, aud accuthere vers quit. a numbor cf tiiem celiocted on
the. verauda that min adeug tii. front cf the.
Grand Washington.

IlWhit'a the row nov, Shorty r' questioned
oneof tiiem, as Sherty rose frou ei seat.

IlBlack Bill ad hie chum are at verk in tues
section agmin. They atèle tvo herse. froue
etrangers vhc vers goiug te Laudem's. One
vas a voman, and thoy put a buUlet inte tthe
mnan's log, mnd lft them ail abaok by the road.
I pick.d tioem up at tii, pines, and breught thm

Tii. iccount vas disiointod and ungraumati-
cal, but it wvi Toribijuttered, and the. meun wio
ietened uuderstood, it thomonghiy.

IlHRre are the peroole belonging te tiie vo-
me. They vers out open," ontinued Siiorty,
siioving the matchol and bundie. -, 1"To steai,
and froue a vormn, and then te loavoe trangora
by the road in auoii veuther ! It miieuld ho stop-

IlIt muet hoe topped 1" criod several vouces.
Tiiey vors mougii men-that motiey crovd on

the verand-but tiiey hid a doep, thopgh
curioue, reverence for vomen-a reverence tbat
gave oepbasis to tiie accru tiit Shorty put in
the, vords. IlTo itoul, and froue a vommu 1"

IlWiiat ins-te ho don. T" 9aid. Tom Bruce, the.
imading spirit eTftthe Bendor's Fiat minera.

" They vent soutii along the idge, " said
Short, , and I guese the animale mme protty
vell jmded, for the, moad in stiff vith rnud'

" Thon a posa. hmd best meunt and foliov.
Whio vilgo T",

I vii, for eue," maid, Short,'.
"And I - and 11t" respended numerous

otbems
It muet bo rsreehored tut tii. vork tiiose

mesn voiunteered te do vas net a moe ride mfter
lavloss men. Tue desperate character cf tiie
masses cengregmted et the mines im veil kuovu,
aud it vue meidom that one vho hmd broken tii.
liv sumrendersd vithout a mtruggle. The reidi-
nn vith viiici the. mont cf that mou gh cie
ueed a pistol gmve te the daty for vhich these
men vers hindu tegether a epice of danger tuat
brought domtii ver,' near. The,' thongbt that tve,
or more, cf them vould b. miiot, but the,' iid
littlo or ne Tear cf deatii. Laviosa as tiiey vers
in m certain va,', tiioy had a respect fer hf, and
preperty tuat made them villing to meet dan-
ger in ita hohmlf.

"lW. vill net need mors than ton men, and
vo abouid stimt at once. I viii ho meady in a
Tev minutes," muid Short,, priugiug Trom tiie
coach vith the parcel ho had mrenged in hie
baud,

Entering the. hotol, u. iokod inte tth, apmrt-
meut designmted as Ilthe parler,"1 but it vas
empty.

M" Where in tiievommu vho carne by the.
coach r' he askeo f thie servant viio ansvored
hi. call.

"With lier father in the, big bedmoom."
"Just eay tuat if she cmn come, I vould hike

I wiil net keep yeu froue him nov, for here
cones the doctor, but I will see you, vith yeur
permission, viien 1 return with the. mon whc
took your herses."

11I shall ho pleamed te receive yen at any
time," she mnsvered, smiliug, and Shcrty's
heirt boit fister than it hied fer years, for
thcngh the veman before him vas net beautiful,
there vas a aveetiiess about ber face, an hon-
esty in her clear, blue oyes, that made ber
very charming ta tue min, wbose life had been
passed in reugh and tmeubled vîys.

He left ber it the docr, sud pmssed inte the
bireom, vhere* ho ordered a herse and a varmu
drink. Thon ho threv off bis beavy rubhor suit,
and put on a shmggy menkey-jackot. A pair cf
pistole were thrnst inte the insido pocket ef this,
and a shcrt.birreled rifle vas slung mrose hie
shoulder. Having swaiicwed his wirm drink,
Shcrty scught the voranda, where ho found a
score or more cf mon waiting. Sevemîl herses,
saddled and ready fer i mount, stced noir, and
tvc or throe men on bersebiok were ippromoh-
ing. The. animal destiued for Shcrtys nuowvi
brcught, and Same Bruce sid :

fW. might as voil mount. The seener vostirt, the scer will this mattor ho sottled."

"IAil right," ropiied Shorty and the reat cf
the mon, and as the. twc leaders sprang inte their
saddies,' the reminder cf the. pirty foliowod
their example ; ud ranging by tvo's, they
struck inte a sharp galicp, gcing up the dlope
tevards the pines.

Reaoiiing those, a hait vas calied, and thetrail cf tho robboms seught. A minute sufficod
te find this, for the scf t grcund showed tuat tvo
herses had recently gene scuth aleng the ridge,
and the traok vis oîsy te foiiow.

Again the. parsning party went rmpidly for-
yard, Bruce and Shorty at their iiead. The
olonde, vhich had grown darker, nov hogan te
tom and break, and the vind came biustering
morosse i.lovol. Now and thon a flrmy cf ain
vcuid sveep past, but siiontly the mon rcdeono,
the. keen oyee cf their leaders vatching the trail.

fiThe,' have net speeded their animals," said
Shoty, as the tracke grew freshor. "lW. viil
overtako thom befome they momoh the Guiches."

"lIf vo de net, we might as weil tumu baok,"
said Bruce.

They vere ueiming a siepe, and beyoud this a
vide lovol stmetched aviy te the seuth and oet;
weetwamd, a ste. p ascont led te piu-cIthed
ridgs, and beyond the lovel rose beavy orage,
breken by the biaok shadow cf sombre guiches.
As they maohed the crest of the. decline, thioy
amy, albut one-third cf the vay îcross the level,
tvo hortiemen, whose slow pace toid of weary
stooda.

"lThere they are 1" said Shorty. «' Now for
a race 1"'and putting spura te hie home-a pow-
orful and viry animai-ho dashed forward.

Siientiy bis companions foilowed, and thougii
the rapid pao. cf the hommes fell vith a duli
thud on the vet oarth, the wind kept the noise
froue reiohiug the two mon, vho, net thinkingcf pursuit, gave ne hoed te the trail they had
made.

Tii. pursuemi had gained more than a mile ho.
fore the mightemt cf the tvo stamted, turned hum.
riedly in bis saddie, and, .-vith a cry, put spura
te hie herse. Ris cempînion foliowed hie ex.
impie, and nov, seoing that their ipproioh had
hoon discovemed, Shorty and hie party began te
urge their animale forvard with loud cries cf
encouragement.

The only hope cf the. purauod lay in remciing
the. guiches, but the. distance bofome thom was
coneiderable, and thoir hommes vere fam more
jmded than vere those cf thoir oppenents. ' Stili
the. tvo mou ettled dowu te their purpese vith
a bitter detemminatien. They knev thît jus-
tice in tii. miuing mgiona iiad but eue punimh.'
meut, death ! and that pardon was an unkuevn
thing.

Saddenly tiie herse cf the. heavior man etun-
bled and feul, threving his rider cioar-m fortu-
nate thing, as cthorwise the faîl miglit have
cushed hum. With an oath, ho sprang te hum
foot, and grasped the bridle. The herme stag.
gered up, b ut etood, frigiiteued and trembiing,
in hie trackm.

Tiie min apraug intc the. saddie, and umged
the. herse forvard ; but C~e exertion wa s eles;
the stunned animai vouid not movo. Hie cern-
panicu had mismed hum froue hiesaide, and now
returnod ta bis aid.

"IGo I go 1" hho shcuted. IlTieme je ne u
for more thîn oeeof us te, die."

Tii. only mnsvem the. other nmade vas ta fling
himmoîf froue the saiddie, and with hie pistoi
svi ppr -oVah cf he kfeesh. Theme-hLd-spread
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