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ON TIE PORTRAIT OF VISCOUNTESS POWERSCOURT.

BY B. DISRAELL, E&Q., M P,

© A'valley of green hills, with clrcling ‘shade,
;. Closing the world from vontemplation's view,
. Save at one gentle entrance, where the glade
Rpreads into rich campaign, with many a hue
Of azure mountains bounded, and arranged -
In promised harvests, such as prophets drew
_In radiant visions of that teeming land,
Vowed to the labours of the sacred band
When wandering in the desert,: F'romn the brow
Roabed with the epreading onk, & tall cascade —
.. w»'Tall;and yet delicate, as it it played - : -
For beauty, not for power—forth gushes now.
- With summer strength ;* and, with voluptuous ease,
Reviving, not destroying, the fresh trees
That siir their graceful branches toits low;
Ag they would hail some renovating breeze.
Making their glowing beanty s1ill more glow !
Fair scene | . Yet fuirer at this noon tide hiour,
) ‘When from thie stately palace of her rince,~—
. Fresh as the fragrance of some unculled flower
i That is not half 50 sweet as her bright face,—
‘Forth comes in all the pride of beanty’s power,
) The gentle POWHKRSCOURT with airy grace ;
Bearing some trensured tone. with pensive mieun,”,
To muse upon its music 'mid the scene.
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BRITISH MATRONS TRYIXG. TO EMULATE THE
" GLORIES OF  HOLLAND NOUSE—FAIR Dis-
CIPLES OF BRILLAT “SAVARIN DON TIHE
COOK’S APRON. : - - :

Holland house is a thiny of .the past. 'Lady
Palmerston, who did so” much to hold together
the party to which her husband belonged, has
been "guthered to her rest, and the death of the
Countess of Waldegrave has. extinguished. the.
gayety of Strawberry hill, . It may be snid, in-
deed, that the salon, counsidered’as a power in
political life, is almost extinet. among us ;* but

_nevertheless the “influence of  woman makes
itself felt even among those whosvay eabinets,

- and it may be said without exaggeration that it
is "a‘distinct disadvaniage to. the liberal party
that the Marquis of Hartington is not a married
man. ' For when the leader of a political party
has a clever wife .who knrows how:to make the
admissions to her entertainments, as it-were,

. the blue riband of society, she-can ‘do a great
deal’ to forward his interests.” Her smiles are
indeed .much more likely to win votes ‘than the
‘eloguence of her lord, and muny a wavering ad-
herent has been won by a judicious invitation to
a-dinner or ball,. while new recruits even are
sometimes gained by the same means, 1t is not
complimentary to the House of Conimons, but
it'is nevertheless true that year by year there
are wore men within its walls who have: ob-
tained seats at St. Stephen’s mainly with a view.
‘to- social advancement. - Such men, who are
- usually - parvenu millionaires,. have -ambitious
wives nnd marriageable daughtery, -and: with'a
fine discrimination as to- political matters, not
always guided: by ‘the .purest:patriotism, these
ladies are sure to be.in. favour of: that political

- party which promises them the ‘best chances of
" an entree into society. " True, they never obtain
~.an:.admission into ‘the: vie intime of "the grest
houses whose drawing-rooms they throng on the
occasion: of -big entertainments’; but; spring

-+ from nothing,. they are content -with'little, and
the -aspiring member of Parlinment has: very
_often to vote as the ladies of "his” family desire,

* Here; then, we see that although women in’ this
country are denied the.franchise, they can as-
_suredly - exercise  a great deal of :influence. in’
political ‘matters. It is the same in the country.

- as'in the town. . The house of ‘the great mag-
nate of the county is the goal of -the -ambitious
professiondl wen and. others for many miles
-around it, and no one knows. better: than the

- “wife of the country gentleman’ with political as-
~ pirations, or &' nobleman who desires ‘to serve
hisparty, how much she can-do in’the months’

2 preceding a. general:election by the judicions
- issue of invitations. . 1tdoes not matter if they
- 'come nNo. more after: the election: is over, and
. readers of Thackeray will remember; the laments:
. of Major Ponto in the.* Book. of Snobs” over
* the crdel treatment he received from the politi-
= eal'magnate in his neighbourhood when the con-
~. test for the county was ended and -he had openly.

“ratted” to oblige his wife and daughters,

UTUMNAL ENTERTAINMENTS, :
~.Ihis autumn there will be a great'deal of this
political entertaining going on. A geineral elee:’
7 'tion:is not, perhiaps; so imminent as-some of the’
Radical papers wonld make us believe, and, in-:
deed, Ilearn:from authoritative. sources that it
is notlikely to happen till next year, but never-
theless now is the tinmieto pave the.way for suc-
-cess; to exercise sueh influeuce as-you:may hap-
_-pen to possess i the county, and to conciliate.
 men of opposite opinions -in politics. by discrians:
inating:inyitations: to, themselves, their wives
‘and:families.: Here; thew, the chatelaine ‘of a
“country liouse can show herselfa better ¢lection-
eering:agint than: thosharpest attorney, and the
sight of tlie’ Duchess of:/Omuinm’s card will: do
“tore to will adhierents thau the most logicnl and
convincing arguments which- tlie-Duke’s candi-
didate can’ put forward: - Fine ‘words, - says
an.old proyverb, ¢ butter-no’ parsnips,’’ ‘but ¢
stactical benevolelice of an‘invitation” to'a great.
hwouse is .remembered with gratitude :when-the:
time comes to assemble at the ballot-boxes:and:
“ “perform those eloctoral functions which are pop-
“ularly:but erroneously supposed to be dearer:to.
‘the - bueolici Briton : than " beer. . ** They dine
“their men more than we do,” says:a . character
“inonerol Lord Beéaconsfield's  novels, comment:
“"ingon the success of . politieal party ; and the
.. remark.comes from one who above all men un-

 CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

derstands the value of cultivating society and
using great houses for political purposes,. e
has been credited of old with an amiable weak:
ness for dukes, and now that he is- 2’ member of
that order .which so often gets the oyster and
leaves the commoner the shells, he s still less
likely to underrate the social power which he
and his associates possess as factors in the com-
ing political cnmpaign. . Thus it happens that
you hear a great deal now of plans for autumnal
entertainments, county balls and the like,: and
many people will keep open houses solely for the
furtherance of political rims.  Bribery and cor-
ruption in the old sense ot the words are, it may
safely be said, pretty nearly oxtinet among us
nowadays, and voters ars not. bought in these
times asin the era when Walpole truthfully re-
marked that every man had his price. ~ But the
sort of corruption-—if, indeed, it deservesso hard
& name—of which I have been speaking is com-
mon? enough, and kind words and gracious
smiles are much more potent than™pounds, shil-
lings and pence.’ -
SOCIETY AND COOKERY.

Society has of late been very much exereised
in its mind 'on the subject of cookery. First, we
had the establishment of the School of Cookery,
which, like everything else at. South Kensing-
ton, was accompanied by mnch more noise and
puflery than honest work. * For of South Ken-
sington it may assuredly be said, to parody the
words of ‘the Latin proverb, “Nil tetigit' quod
non vitiavit,” and the School of Cookery was
no exception to the rule. . Lectures were deliv-
ered, and plates and omelettes were made before
delighted audiences of fine ladies, who possibly
learned something, but who regarded the whole
thing as'an addition to their list of amusements,
and Mr. Buckmaster showed them how to play
at cooking so prettily that it became a formid-
able rival to Prince’s and Hurlingham. = Then
the school took to "cduecating young women in
the ‘enlinary art, sent them 1o teach classes in
the country at a higher price than they received
from . the sehool, that ommivorous institution
pocketing the diffevence.” Yet it may be con-
ceded that the ‘establishment of the School of
Cookery did some good, though it did not teach
in'a very satisfactory fushion, for it called pub-
lic attention to our shortcomings in this respcet,
and the British householder, who  above all
things likes a good dinner, begon to ask himself
whether he was as well fed a5 he ought to" be.
The British matron was thereupon driven frantic
by demands for curious and appetizing foreign
dishies.  The menus of famons IFreuch houses
were “studied with eagerness, and the worthy
citizen waxed furious beecause it was not possible
in’ his modest.establishment, albeit-he paid.a
¢¢ professed ‘cook” very high wages, to produce
dishes' that weuld rival ‘the chefs d’ceuvre. of.
Brebant's or the Calé.- Anglais. In many cases
the skill ‘to’do great things was present,:but the
batterie de cuisine was found to be painfully. de-
fective. —And, apropos of such a discovery, here
isalittle ancedote : * Once upuh u time, some
years:ago; His Royal :Highuess ‘the: Prince of
Wales, .went to:dine -withi Mr. - Gladstoine, . who,
if 1 remember rightly, wasin those days Prime

Minister, and. who, at all ‘events, resided near

to Lord - Granville, -on. Carlton House terrace.
““The:people’s: William " was,” of conrse, most
anxious to provide a ‘fting fuve. for ‘his*distin-
guished gaest, and, feeling that bis own cook
might not be quite equal to . the exigencies of
the sitnation, he borrowed Lord Granville’s chef
for theoceasion, fecling safe-in the” hands-of a
man-who cocked: for so noted a gourmet ‘as:his.

about the bauquet, but Lord: Granville; being
curious us to" his ‘cook’s experiences of the Glad-
:stonian 'kitchen, ©asked him: how he got: on,
“Ma foi,” “said the ‘professor, shrugging his
shoulders, ‘“ what could.] do? There were not:
enough saucepans.’’ c el A

i SCTIE DOCTOR 1N THE KITCIE NN

Phe mania for cookery which still-exists in
fashionable society has of Inte veceived an addi-
tionial' impetus from ~a -series of papers:hy Mr.
Jornest Hart-in the, British Medical Journal, in
which, under. the title of ** "T'he Doctor- in the
Kitchen,” ke gave us sotie very gooll'advice ‘ws
to the dietetic. value. ot certain kinds of - food,
and:showed  us ‘What to eat, drink -and avoid..
Such warnings: were - certainly “needed, for.as a
tule society -certainly” overeatsitsells: “Diuners
are far too claborate and far toolong, mil though
‘Sir Henry Thompson, the eminent surzeon, who'
lias also “lifted-up: his "prable’on the smne sub-
jeet;has’olten cautioned: us, we still .continue

different’ wineg'during the vepast, aud, after try-
ing onr stomnachs in:every: possible way, we tle-.
liberately drrest-the provess::of digestion: by
swallowing ice pudding at the end of a hideonsly
lieterogeucous, meal, “No'wonder that’there s
an-amounnt;of ' dyspepsia’in -the:country -that
sorely taxes the resources of the medieal profes-
‘sion, and, ther ¢ at: the end
ol the 'season: bi h
spas and réeruit:
ing in‘the ‘early
“Homburg, :listening
waltzes: and :takingy mble
Blizabeth Brunnén,7are ‘gathered :thiek
hecause they have neglected thie hygicue of-t
table ind?have’ dined: not - wisely but too w
‘through all the; London seasoni. . .

I Tue’ fashionable  English /weddings .aré sol.
emuized at 3 6'clogk in the afternonn by u speginl licenss,
which costs: $100, - People who rannot niliied 8o expen-
uive a geremony have their buuns called wud are uinrried:

b fore 12 o'olock: .

lordship. - There is. no: need .to say anything:|

piling one entree or another; tuking halya dozen |

CANADIAN SONNETS.

Wae republish the third part of a paper con.
tributed to the November numbeir of the Cana-
dian - Monthly by Johu Lesperance on Canadian
Sonnets. © The enumeration is satisfactory so far
a8 it goes, but the author might have mentioned
the names of George' Murray, Barry Dane and
others, many :of whose most beantiful Sonnets
were originally pubiished in the NEws, thus
confirming what we lately stated with pride
that - this: journal has beenthe first vehicle of
publication of many of the best works of Cana-
dian literature. '

I,

Canadian poetry is w narrow domnin, but it
is fairly well stocked with names and- works.
The ‘pity.is that it s not appreciited even
among ourselves, and ‘is practically a sealed
book to the outer world. [t is our bounden
duty to do it at least common justice, whenever
opportunity offers, -and the pages of the Cana-
dian Montlly ave the natural field for such re-
habilitation. In the restricted sphere of the
sonnet our Canadian verse is specially meagre,
but it happens that the little we have to oller is
so very good as to compare favourably with
anvthing which we have presented in the fore-
going pages. )
I-shall- doubtless surprise everyone of wmy
readers by claiming for John Reade the secound
place, after Longafellow; nmong the sonnetcers of
America.  The judgment, however, is a deliber-
ate and conscientious” oue, - and 1 invite the
sceptics to give Mr. Reade’s works that critical
examination which alone can convince them
whether [ am right or wrong. It is altogether
too niuch the fashion to depreciate native pro-
ductions -to: the - advantage “of forcign talent,
simply because we. are personally acquainted
with the authors and elbow them in: the round
of their every-day duties. . 1t is an additional
drawback with ‘our writers that they have not
the chance to appear before us in the tempting
presentations of creamy. paper, new type, and
elegant binding, which so often entice oune to
read and “affect to velish .what one would not
otherwise care for.- - Not having fucilities of per-

‘manent publication, .they throw ol their fau-

cies i the coiumus of newspapers, or the pages
of periodicals, and thus receive at best only an
ephemeral . notice. ~ Mr. Reade has published «
fine work, ‘“The Propheey of Merlin and other
Poems,” but his -sonuets are ot in thew.
These are the fruits of his maturer years. end-
ing their collection in book form, 1 cannot do
more than select one or two of his sonnets as
proof of the high '"position which' I claim for
him. o e - :

God help the man who mortzages his life

For patriot dues | - Henesforward he is safo

No more. .. His noblest-virtnes only chale
The bydra that he serves to lust of strife.

His selt-respect, his every sosinl tie
All that for which the world

s best’hcroeg fight -

-Must be surrendered, or, unless hie die,

He isn slave—mayhap a despot slave, - -

Like Diouysing, fenrful of the light,

Or-Belisarins, begging to the grave /.- -0 ; .
Turoughi streets o'er which “his. couquering  bunners
dowave. e ;

And bis resvard---to have poor poets sigh

Abové his dust the requiem of the. brave.

Here is another of the finest classic mould:

1f Hower ne'er had siing ;- if Soerites

:Man naver lived iu virtue’s eause to die;

1f the wild clhiorus of the circling seas

“Had vever echoal back poor Suppho's sigh ;
-~ Sparta had vot, with the purest.blood;
“Prace L on all time the nama *“'I'hermopyia ;"
If Greece, united through the surging tlood

Of Persian pride, hail not nrisen tree ;- :

It nouglit of great, ur wise, or brave, or govd

Hiad proved thee, Hallas, what thow wus to be ;
Save that thou 1lids't crente **‘Autigone’’ -

Thout stitl hadst in the viu of nations stood,

Fallen are thy noblest temples, but above )
Them all still stands thy shrine of: Woman's Love, -

[ must be allowed to transcribe a fhinl‘, ‘on u
personal theme entitled ¢ Tulit Alter.” )

Ionores 2--_Shall I'thus complete thy plaint, < -

0 elder brother? Or, the actnal wrong, R

Is it mueh lighter 1 Those who would thy quaint,
Immortal verse have chiimed could uot for long
Déceive or prinee or peasunt.. - If the song
‘Worthless had been, Bathyilus had not sinned—

sThat is thy pratse, wy greust, loug silent fiead,

-And Heaven's hest gitts to:all munkind bhelong.
“Birds, sheep, and bees, und oxen, nee they less
Happy hecnuse they go uncrowned of ment:,
-Or betrer for thy praise, U'yihagoras, L

W ho would liive hrought the golden age .gain ¢
‘Like them shonliwe to daty yleld our days,

“Cnreloss alike oF human blameur praise

1f John . Reade - is "a"genuine “poet, - Charles
ysege is-one-also. Ilere at least are.two
s which do not:-go forth to:the world on
sulleritice, - or o’ appedls  ad miscricordidiit.’

“They. stand pon theiv own meritand need not
“fear -comparison - with . any. - contemporancous
‘poets.” We thaven vight to be proud of :thew,

for they ‘shed ag” mueh “histre” cpou this® yonng
country as any. of itlie’ public menof whomn' wy
arg constantly writing, ~This is . uot bue ‘place.
for ‘ananalysis of Heavysege's genius, to which,
have attewpted to dojustice in“unother ijnarter,-
and ofiwhich; L may haveocension to speak niore,
futly ‘i . future ocension. L huve to do ‘with
“him now only ‘as wsonnieteer.” tHis compositions.

o'|-ofthis kind-aré not numerous, and'nll ara found,

he - volume - which' containg: his
Jophthali'$ Daughter.”” I'he ‘lollowin ‘
i ¢ )
‘il expression’and, 1; for
10 seb it beside inost of U

one;-an quite willing
sonnets which Lhave

5Dis solomn darkness ; (hé sublime of shade’s”
Night, by ne stars nor ristug moon relioved ;
wwiul Llunk of nothinguess arenyed;

|} subdued; tone - of “voice ::

OWLK 1S -4
guificent instance of the: sublime- in: thought:

Upward, around, and downward I explore,
E’en to the frontiera of the ebon nir; .
But cnunot, though I strive, discover mmora <7
Than what seems one huge cavern of despair.
Obh. Night. art thou so grim, when, blaok and bare
Of moonheams, aud no cloudlets to adorn, ™ -
Like n nude Fthiop 'twixt two houris fir,

Thou stand’st between the evening sud wmorn !
1 took thee for an ruogel, but ave wooed ;
A cacoidiemon in tsine ignorant mood,

THE CaxaAnray MoN1uny has heen the re:
ceptacle of much clever’ verse of native produc-
tion, and many of the sonnets which:it has
publishied from time to time are worthy of repro-
duction. - T would instance those of Mr. A, W,
Gundry-and Mr. Franeis Rye. - In tho number
for December, 1876, I find -the following cre-
dited to the well-kuown initinls, F. A: D, 1—

True love is like no flekle sunbeam's tay,

In April days to shine awhile ind fado’;

But rather like the ivy overlnid, -
Ungraceful columus tn some cloistered way, :
Whieh upwird grows by slow degrees and sure,
From tiny plunt to sturdy, trasty stem,

Until it twines a-leafy dindem,

Around the oarven charme of marble pure.

No weaker grows its friendly firm embraoce,
Come sun, or vain, or night, or hest, or gold,
And ever through the yenrs it spreads apace
With tender ties, whiol' ever grow so bold,

It elasps with binding tendrils every grace, ~ -
Aud, constant, love each better being old.

The following is from “ Spring Wild FIO\\'ex-};,"
a volume of poems, by Professor Daunicl Wilson
LL.D., University College, Toronto. = ..~ .

t4

True love is lowly as the waysido: flower,

‘Thut springeth up beneath the truveller’s trend,
And lifteth trustfully its lovely hend, F
Content to bless therowith the passing hour ;
Unheedful of the wealth oof Hoavenly dower

It lnvisheth upou o puth bestead .

With thie conrse truflicking of surdid meed,

So it lic open but to sun and shower. g

And love no less deals with unstinted hand ¢
Lavish to others, beelless of reward ;

Devming o sierifive of self ton hard,

Sa'thot with fruitfal arms outspread, she stand
Sawing nround home's hearth her harvest treasuro ;

Heart’s hoards of ‘golden grain, shiowered  down iu
nillnent measure.

The exiguity of space interferes with my pro:
posed rehearsal of Frengh-Cauadian  poetry,
which 1 will have to postpone “until another
time.. I must say, however, that the subject:is
fnll .of interest, and will -be replete with: plea-
sanl surprises when fully treated for English
readers. - I'will confine mysclf, in conclusion, to-.
two sonnets trom.the pen of L, H. Frechette,
late M. P. for Levis, and a peci of widisputed -
genius.  Tno bis latest work, ¢ Péle-Méle,” he'
has a collection of sonnets, which are perfect in
form and sentiment, and mainly devoted to. do-
mestic themes: It will be observed liow seru-
pulously Mr." Frecheite  follows -the  Italian:
standard. - The following is on *¢ Beleeil Luke,”
imbedded in the mountain of that name, on the
baunks of the beautiful Richeliew; -7 %70
Qui w'atine & visiter ta montagne rustique, - )

O lnc qni; suspendu sur-vingt sommets hardie, |

Daus son lit d'ulgue verte, nn soleil resplendis,
Comue an joyau tombé d’un berin fuotastique?

Quel mystére se cnobo en tos flots ongourdis 1

‘Fa vague a-t-ele breint quelque eratdre antique 7. .-
Ou bieu Dien mit-it I ton urne poGtique i
Pour servir de miroir nux snints du paradis 7,

Cach§, coinme un ormite, en ces monta adlituireu,
‘T'u ressembles, o lac! i ces dmes austdres
Qui vers tout idéal 89 tournent nvew foi.

Comma elles, aux regﬂ\'nla des homines tu to voiles';
(,‘uh‘m'), le junr—le soir, tu souris anx ftoiles;

5t puiy il faut monter pour aller jusqu'a toi !

This is nddressed to Miss Chauveau, a daugh-

ter of the late Premier of Quebec.

A qnol done rdvent-ils, vos hesux yeux nndalous,
Quand, voilaut & demi sa lueur incertuine,

Votre regard s'en va se pordra loin do nouy, )
Comme 8'it contemplait quelque image lointaine ?

v

Quand vous semblez chnsser toute pensﬁe humaine,
I3t que, siir 1o cluvier an son plaintif et donx, )
Sans bat,.las ot distrait, votre'doigt se pronidne, .-

Jeuns fille rdvense, & quol songez-vous? . E H

Oh 1 sans doute qu’dlors voire dme ouvro sus allos -
Bt s'eq varetrouver, dnus des spheres nouvetles,
Ceux que le cle! emporte, heins ' ot ue rend past

Nous vivons duns nn'monde ot presque tont s'oilbiio;
Maig il reste toujonrs quelque ehinfuon qui lie :
Lies iinges da Ja-haut gux suges d'ici.bis §

With theso beautiful verses, ns  dolicate per-
fume in’ the nostrils, this ‘short:paper- mny- be
approprintely’closed, : : e

@ e

Oy NG bonnet under: ler chin, ™ dg the title”
of & proiniscnous poent ‘of anonymons ownership,, ~Iro-.
bably by woman who ties her's baak of the lett ear.
AN English-faghion is to give parties at which
the guekts uppeur. us: smme flower, fruit or vegetiable, .
I'ha luly who gaes 08 n sugar:heot 18 nsunlly suid to be
dressed in tho bust taste, s A

Somney. werehenndering, “arm inarm, up s tlic
street, und n short distance’ ahead.of thom walkod
young ludy . very handaomely attireds.; The sun”was™ =
‘about sottiug, - and ;i bt was: throwing 'n: beantiful
erimuson glow all over:the earths. Ife said, in & rather

} * How. benutiful I'perfoctly
grand 1" ates ! Weliy 1 don't Kuow,” was the response
from’ the fair.one by his side, 2 T'don’t silmire lier style,
“ivnd tho “dress 18« mighty: poor. fit."” e wenkened, nnd
thy sunset ntorested him no more,. % - T

‘A CARD. :
“+To-all who' are sullering: from: the errors*and .
indiserotions of.youth, nervons wenkness, : sly;
deeay, logs of manhood, &c., Lwill seud arecipe
that will cure you, “FREE OF CHHARGE. "This.
rent reimedy. was discovered by a”missionary in
gouth‘ America: : Send a'gelf-addressed onvelope
to.the REv JoseriT D, Ned
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