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MOTHER.

When she undid ber hair at night,
About the time for lving down,

Sbhecaue and kelt. I waa se mmml
There lu my bcd, ber curIe did fanl

Ail over me, lght gold mnd brown.

I fell asleep amid ber prayers.
Her fair Young tac. <far of t seems),

Rer glrllmh volce, ber kieses eweet,
The patter of ber busy feet,

Passed with me ito cbarming dreans.

And when I woke at merry morn,
Through ber gold hbar I saw the eue

Plame treugi, ehine glmd, and qionlfy
The great good world. Oh, ne er can I

Forget her words.--" My darling one!"

Ah! chequmrod yearsmince thon have crept
Past ber and me, and wm bave kncwn

Some sorrow and much tempered jy,
Par into manhood stands her boy, '

And her gold hair snow-white le blown.

The world bas chauged by slow degrees,
Andauicld days recede, aia!

So much oftrouble have the new,
Those rare far joym grow dlim, seen through

Sad times as through a darkened glass.

But just this morningwhen I woke,
How lovingly my ps were kisseli

How cmastM and clear the sunlight ehone
On mother's bair, like gld-dust sown

Athwart thin elouds f silver mist!

LITERA TURE ASA "PROFESSION."

Nothing is easier, in the estimation of many
people than to make a book or to write success-
fully for the press Impecunious people, and
people who have failed at everything else, are
especially convinced of their fitness for a "lite-
rary life." As soon as a woman is divorced
fron her husband, it suddenly dawns upon her
that she has areat literaryabiity. She argues
lierself into the belief tet literature is an ex-
ceedingly profitable field, and forthwith she
writes a novel founded on her own experience ;
or, if more sentimental, she pute her sornows inte
sonnets, and sends them to the magazines. Men
whose successes in life have not met their antici-
pations are also very prone to think that their
failures are due to an excess of the literary
faiculty, and thay, toc, feu beck upon the peu.
We neceive doas cf lattera evav week frein
persons who are anxious to write for a news-
L aper, although many of them admit that they
have no experience whatever to ualify them for
the post they are anxious to obtain.

If it were ible to see, in ona comprehan-
sive view, allthe people who dabble in what for
want of a better word we must call literature,
there would b brought into the prospect a very
motley crowd. There would be persons of al
kinds, representing in their original callinge
every possible occupation-and in their lives
everydaegre of failure. There would be echolars
cf the highest order, and many more whose
ignorance is ouly equalled by their pretensions.
The number who have voluntarily and by choice
made pen-work their profession would be found
to be comperatively small-and it is only they
who would rightly measure their prospects.
All the rest, and especially the most recent re-
cruita, would be found to be building castles in
the air; looking to the fortune that the think
is sure toe eire, sooner or later, whenever
their transcendent ability shall have come to be
acknowledged by the public. They never doubt
that the time will come, for nothing is more
evident to them than that they are fully equal,
in the perticular branch to which they have de-
voted themselves, to the brightest lights of the
literary world. If deficient for the time in
worldly means, they are amply compensated by
a sup py of the most extrava t hopes.

Suc people are encouraged in their delusion-
for delusion it is-by the statements that are
published from time to time of the salaries of
prominent journalits, and the profita of popular
authors. Such a statement appeared a short time
ago in the Gentleman's Magazine, and it was
calculated to raise the aspirations of all who have
implicit faith in the superiority cf their own
pens. It was quoted largely; but with it the
other side of the picture was not given. The
fates or sufferings of such men as Cervantes,
Otway, Johnson, Goldsmith, Butler, Campbell,
Dryden, and others are readily forgotten. They
are buried in the past; and yet, if we mistake
not, there ara many able men of letters at the
present day who have fully experienced all the
privations which they had to her. It may be
answered that when those men lived, literature1
was les appreciated, and the profits emaller.1
That is truea; but the labourera were fewer tee.
A litera~ life lately closed has shown how littlea
mey st'l ha the reward of hard sud honeet
work. In the lbrary cf the' British Museum
there ara, we bheve, more than 140 volumes toe
which the namne cf John Timbs le prefixed as
author, independently cf hie editorial labours.
Mn. Timbe produced, durmng a long lfe cf
seventy-four years, sema cf the most valuable
bocks cf reference which have appeared. Hea

was not e man who had drifted inte authorship.
Ha began his career as secraery te Sir .

Philhipe, the publisher, and ha made literature
hie profession. Ha, was a maxi of untiring in-
dustry and very varied attainments, and ha was

endowed with e vast store of information upon
ean sth ing as well as upon bocks. Ha had

alteaccomnphshments necessary to e perfect
master cf th peu according to modern require-
mante. Ha net only unertoo the publice
wants, but ha kuew how te satisfy them. Few
men have worked harder titan hao mo e n
scientionsly, and very few have doue mare toe

bring, by their own unaided hands, more know]
edge to the ready access of the public.

But John Timbe died poor-so poor that fo
some time before hi death he was mainly de
pendent urn the generosity of friends for hi
support. small pension was otherwise his onli
maintenance, and but for the kindness of Mesa
Benýtley & Son, his former publishers, he migh-
have shared a fate in this current year no bettei
than some of the prominent authors of past cen
turies. Mr. Carlyle has said that literature asi
trade is neither safe nor advisable, and we d(
not think it often proves much better wher,taken as a last resource. Thackeray pronouncec
it one of the greatest evils to be boru with i
literary taste. Charles Lamb declared that any
thing is better than to become a slave to tht
booksellers and to the reading public, and eve
in the "Arabian Nights" literary labours art
pronounced worthless if intended as a meani
to buy bread. Miss Mitford wrote for " hard
money," but avowed that she would rathe:
scrub floors than suffer its penalties. Washingtoî
Irving, in a letter to a nephew, hoped that h(
was looking forward to something better tham
literature to found a reputation on. Southey
said that the greatest mistake in life a mai
could commit was to follow literature for a live
lihood. Within a compara'tively recent riod,
Dou las Jerrold, Shirley Brooks, Mark Lmon.
D. Merer Evans, and scores of others less ge.
nerallyknown, have died almostin actual poverty.
And yet they worked hard al their live. And
if we thought it would be of much avail in de.
terring intending scribblers from the course thea
have chosen, we could multiply the lessoni
which these.instances convey. The ranks of in.
different writers are full to repletion, and man
people suffer annoyances in consequence. If aî]
suchwriters could be convinced that thei
efiorts connot lead to the goal their imaginations
foreshadow, they might possibly be diverted int<
some more useful path. But this is almosi
hopeless while their persistence depends, as il
generally dosa, upon a toc 'exali notion of
their own powers.

SYMPHONIC CONCERT.
A few days mgo, on openingour morning mail,

we found the follcwing progmme of a Sympho-
nie Concert announced by Mr. William G.
Vogt, of this city.

PART 1.
1. OUvERTURE-on Juan.............--.... Mozart
2. SONATA-G minor.................. Sc.m..

MISS JEANNETTE VOGT.
3. BALLET MUsIc-Rosamunde............. Schubert

PART IL
4. SYMPHONE-D major..................aydn
5. POLONAISE-E b major................. Chopin

MISS JEANNETTE VOGT.
6. VÂLSEInterpretatione-. ... .Strasn,
7. TUEKI5 MAIcE............ .........Mozart

The very sight of it pleased us. It was short,
varied, not too ambitious, adapted to the ave-
rage audience, and we determined to attend the
concert. We did so, and had no occasion to re-
gret it. Mr. Vog, who returned a few months
ago, from the Berln Conservatory, wherehe stu-
died music in all its phases, has spent the winter
in efforts to form an orchestra. This behas suc-
ceeded in doing to a certain extent, and the con-
cert of last Thursday was their first public
appearance. The orchestra number twenty-
seven instruments. Their execution is such
as to give the hope that, at length, we are to
have in Montreal, a musical combination of a
first-rate character. Patience and practice will
result in that homogeneity and assurance which
are essential to perfect orchestral execution. Of
the pieces on the programme, the best in perform-
ance was the Bal et Music from the Rosamunde
of Schubert, wherein the effect of the bassi was
well marked. The Haydn Symphony was less
regular and les under control. The Interpreta-
tionen of Strauss was rendered with considerable
vigor. The piano playing of Miss Vogt revealed
a thorouh mechanicai knowledge of the instru-
ment and much spontaneity of touch, especially
in the Chopin Polonaise. Altogether, the con-
cert ws satisfactory and should encourage Mr.
Vogt to persevere in his laudable efforts.

AN ANECDOTE OF THE PRE.
SIDENT.

The Washington Chronide says: "The wife
of a defaulting officer called upon President
Grant lest December to implore the release of
her husband from the Albany Penitentiary. She
teld the Pasident that crushigs the .
was te herself, she wouldi try te bar it, but ta
every mornung, without an exception, ince har
husband's incarceration her feur little children
had coma te han bed-side with the teanful lu-quir. ' Will dea pa crenoet -da i

'is plea cf my cidrwilme I mnwe ln
driva me intoinmanity. And now' said she, ' my
little ones hava varied thai ,g .n ques-
tioning with a pathos that ir megdnzing ques-
" Won't pa corne home CihristasI "'m' aad,
I will consult the Attorney-General and do what-
aven I cen for rou husband with hie proal
' Iknow thatwlalbe useless,' said taprief.
stricken wife. Hm decision will only be ad-
verse, and I may as well go home and tell my
children et once that their papa can't comea
home, and give up in despair.' ' Wait e moment,'
said the President, and sitting down ha hastily
penned a note te Attorney-General Willam

ednervousl han g it te her, maid, ' Go and
tell your ch idren that their papa shall comea
home Chnistmas!'"

CORRESPONDENCE.
LA BECQUEE.

To the Editor of the CANADIN 1LLITSTRATED

SlR.-In reference to the beautiful engraving
in your last Saturday's issue, you ask for the
translation of the word Becquée. I venture to
give you one, which is this: " Billfull." The
word is applicable chiefly to birds, and figura-
tively mgy be used in such instances, as that
shown in the picturethe pretty child having
its wants supplied as the mother bird feeds her

young.In a popular French radin book, by De
Fivas, there is a nice story cailed "Les eux
Voisins," in which the word occurs, and the vo-
cabulary at the back of the book gives the trans-
lation which I have proposed.

Excuse the impertinence of a young Halifax
girl, in venturing this suggestion to one who is
familiar with the French society and language
of the commercial capital of Canada.

Plese acknowledge the receipt of this, from
your constant reader.

BECKY.
Halifax, April 8th, 1875.

[Our fair correspondent is both witty, as her
signature shows, and wise, as her translation
proves. She need give no excuse for her letter,
as communications from Halifax, the city of love-
ly maidens, arc always welcome. We have re-
ceived from Three Rivers, Toronto, Ottava and
Hampton, N. B., letters giving the same tran-
slation.]

EDIToR C. I. NEws.

LITERA R Y CURIOSJTIES.
The intended celebration this year of the five-

hundredth anniversary of the death of Boccaccio,
who would have been a lawyer had it not been-
so he says-for a sight of Virgil's tomb, suggesta
a remarkable addition to the museum of literary
curiosities. Poetry could ill afford to spare the

Clerk foredoomed hie father's eoul to cro s,
Who pens a stansa when he should engrose.

Petrarch was a law-student-and an idle one-
et Bologna. Goldini, till he turned strolling
player, was an advocate et Venice. Metastasio
was for many years a diligent law student. Tasse
and Ariosto both studed law et Padua. Politian
was a doctor of law. Schiller was a law student
for twoyears before taking to medicine. Goethe
was sent to Leipzig, and Heine to Bonn, to study
jurisprudence. Uhland was e practising advo-
cate, and held a post in the Ministry of Justice
at Stuttgart, Rúckert was a law student at Jena.
Mickiewicz, the greatest of Polislh poets, 1-elong-
ed to a family of lawyers, Kacinczy, th( Hun-
garian poet, and creator of his country's litera-
ture, studied law at Kaschau. Corneille vas an
advocate, and the son of an advocate. Voltaire
was for a time in the office of a procureur. *Chau-
cer was a student of the Inner Temple. Goweris thought to have studied law; it has been
alleged that he was Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas. Nicholas Rowe studied for the bar.
Cowper was articled to aun attorney, called to the
bar, and appointed a commissioner of bankrupta.
Butler was clerk to a justice of the peace. e
profession of Scott need not be stated. Moore
ws a student of the Middle Temple. Gray, un-
til ha greduated, intended himsef for the bar.
Cam p blas in the -office of a lawyer at Edin-
burgh. Longfellow, a lawyer's son, spent some
years lu the office of his father. The peculiarity
of this list-which might be extended with little
trouble-lies in the eminence of these six-and-
twenty ilames it contains. If they were omitted
fron literary history, Italian and German poe-
try would be nowhere, France would be robbed
of one of its greatest and most national poets,
English poetry would lose its father, and in all
respecta be very appreciably poorer. If less
classic names in poetical history are taken, such
as Talfourd, Macauley, Bryant, and Barry Corn-i
wall, the list might be indefinitely 'extended;
and if filial relationship to the lagal profession
be considered, as in the case of Wordsworth, the
close connection between poetry and law will
look such a umatter of course that the few emi-
nent exceptions will only tend to prove the rule.
Milton was the son of a scrivener. There is no
need to endorse the fancy that Shakesare nay
have been a law clerk, or to suggest tîtat Dante
might have been influenced by a residence at the
great legal university of Bologia. But there is
another list strikiugly to the purpose-the longroll of great lawyers who, like Cicero, SirThomas
More,.Lord Somers, Blackstone, and Sir William
Tones, have found flirtation with the muses noc
impediment to their marriage with the law. It
may be that this close connection of two seemning-
y irreconcilaîble pursuits is due to some rule of icontrast ; or is it that fiction, romance, and ver-
)iage afford to poetry and law a common stand-
ing-ground ?

WHO WAS IT
A lad ycorrespondent writes from Ottawa to

the N. Y. Daily Graphic:-When James Parton,
in his " How New York City is Governed," be.
came Socratic or Philippic over the undignified
conduct of the City Fathers, he wes not aware
cf the doings here in Canada, and probably
thought, like Pat, that "none but himself could
be his parallel." He ouht to dro in the House
of Commons and se t way the hononrable
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gentlemenI "cat-cail" some things they don't
like. Such a din of hisses, "ows," flapping of
deaks, jin'lingof keys, to drown the speaker's
voice! It is perfectly deafening. Speaker
Anglin is verydignified, and does all he can to
que 1 the noise, but he dies not succeed always.
One little habit of the members, to cry down
what they don't like, is to move around in their
seats so as to make a horrible screeching, creak-mg noise. A few nights ago, when they were
discussing the Insolvency bill, the Hon. - ,
from New Brunswick, rose to disagree - the Hon.

- was rather-that is, he was s ightly-I
should say gloriously drunk, and he used some
language that made Speaker Anglin jump to
hie feet and tell the Hon. Blank to desist. The
Hon. Blank wouldn't and continued to talk.
" Such conduct is unparliamentary and disgrace-
ful, and, unless the honorable gentleman apolo-
gizes I will give him into the custody of the
Sergeant-at-Arms," roared Speaker Anglin ; but
the inebriated member-if he'd "shpologishe,"
and the Speaker shouted angrily, "lSergeant-
at-Arms ' With that Sir John A. Macdonald,
whose desk was near his, caught him by the coat
tails and jerked him down in his chair. This
sane worthy, who is a very young fellow, one
night lst winter, while arguing against a bill-
he always votes against when he h's drunk, and
he is always drunk-wandered off his subject
and began to say the Lord's Prayer. The up-
roariousness is worse than " Lannigan's Ball,"
but all these irregularities never find their way
into the papers. You will readily understand

wly the Prohibitory Liquor law was not passed
a is not popular. The Hon. Blank is not

the only Government man that thinks "Man
wants but little here below. but wants that little
strong."

THREE PA LLS.

The following anecdote is told respecting the
first performance of "Robert le Diable," which
took place in Paris the 21st of November, 1831.
Itappears that the illustrious master, with the
modesty never poseessed by men without talent,
feit littie confidence in the success of lis opera.Ha called and consulted Mme. Lenormant, cele.
brated for predicting the future by means of
carde. She foretold three chutes (fails or fail-
ures). Exceedingly anxions, the great man took
every possible means to avert t he danger, and
distributed tickets among all the friends he had
in Paris. • The success of Robert was immense,
and yet Mme. Lenormant's prophecy was verified.
Mme. Dorus had a fall in the third act, and Mme.
Ta lioni had one in the ballet of the nuns,
while Nourrit, in the last act, fell down the trap
by which Bertram had disappeared.

MUSICAL AND DRAMA TIC.

VERDI is preparing a grand funeral symphony
for the translation of Donisetti's remains te the churchof Bergamo.

A NEW opera by Johann Strauss, in three acts,entitled "Cagliostro in Wien," has just been produced
ln Vienna at the Theatre an der Wien, with great sue-
ces&e

AT the performance of "Ahmed " in the Grand
Opera House, N. Y., one evenin last week, one of the
merrled lad y assistants gave birtf b ae hild behind thescenes while the tournement act was on, and the de-
lighted father named him Abmed on the spot.

MmE. LuccA hs learned an important lesson
from ber American exparlences lu taxlng managers forber services. The frugal Germans winee, but the fair
prima donna le Inexorable. She recently received three
tousand marks for one performance in Brunswick, as
Zel'ka, lulL'Africaine."

A PUDLISHER at Milan claims the copyrightof Donizetti's works, althougb these have long since

been public property. The French Society of Authors
and Dramatic Composers Intends to dispute this dlaim,which le antagoulstise 1oFrenc legilsation and 1totbe
International Treaty with Italy.

MDLLE ELENA VAREsi, e young talianpHina
dena, about twenty-two years of ago tand wo, like
Patti, comes from an artisti cfamily, le about toappearIn London. Her father was the farnous baritone, SignorVaresi, for whom Verdi composed " Rigoletto." Mdlle.

Varesi'e mother waso asoaneartit of great reputation in
Italy, and, as Signora Boceabedeti, she was for menyyears the leading prima donna in the "land of song."

SCIENTIFIC

PERsONS fed largely on oatmeal always have
good teeth.

WHEN suffering from a cold, it will be found
advantageous to pu~ cotton wo~ol in the ear.

I-r is a general belief among sailors that a fall
of rain will calm the surface of the sea. This belief
aine support from some recent investigations by Prof.

ten te de,troy eome of tIbm weemotion ibhe i.presen
n the water.

A FRLENcE medical journal maya that Nélaton
eae for mny years accutome to premerbe te etral

boils. It ap~er that the treatment le now becoming
nore genera~ lu France. As soon as tbe characteristc
ednes ppeare wit a ron siingl inndt mlddle, the

with campborated alcohol. A lile campborated olive
il shonldthen be applied, and tbo affected place covered.

TEE Prefecture of the Seine has at present
under consideration a new invention in connection with
lie burlal of Ibm dead, namely : Ihe sabetitution of ee-
ment coffine for thoe made of wood. The thicknes cf
he ehells will not exceed three-fourths of an inch, and
bey wculd cost about the smem ai very common me-
erial, mnd far less than oak. The ccrpses would, Il le
rgudbe mre pefcl served oandb fr a loge
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