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progress,. and Ieaving our hearts a blank. In short he was a
spark of quality, who drove four bloods, and eut his own coats.
His visage vas dangerously dissipated and cadaverous, his
figure as taper as a fîshing rod, and his ianner had a je ne sais
quoi of languid impertinence which was a great deal too over-
powering. Altogether, he was a gallant whose incursion would
have caused me very considerable uneasiness, had I not felt
secure that my mistress was already won.

I shall never forget the bustle which was occasioned by the
arriva[ of this worthy. He wras some sort of connection with
the lady-mother, tought himslfprivilegcd to come without
invitation, and declared his intention of renaining till he vas ti-
red. He ordered the servants about, and gave directions for
his accommodation precisely as if he had been at home, and
scarcely deiganed te tender his fore-finger to the ladies till ho
had made himself perfectly comfortable. WVhen I was introduced
frorn the back-ground, froin which I had been scowling with in-
dignation and amazement, he regarded my common-place ap-

pearance with careless contempt; made me a bow as cold as
if it had come from Lapland, and, in return, received one from
the North Polo. I considered that lie vas usurping all my riglts
in the establishment ; perfeet freedoni with Betty and Barbara
was a violation of my private property, and I ven grudged him
his jokes with the lady-mother. We were foes froin first sight.

Lady Betty saw how the spirit was working within me, and
hastened to prevent its efrervescence. She gave me one of lier
overpowering looks ; and besought me to assist her in being
civil te him ; for, in truth, the attentions of cemmon politenoss
had already completely exhausted ber. I was quite charmed
with the vexation she felt at his intrusion, and loved lier a thou-
sand times botter because she detested him. This visit, in-
deed, had such an effect upon her, that before the day was
over, she complained to me, in confidence, of being seriously
univell.

From this time, the whole tenour of our amusements was
revolutionized. Lady Betty's illness was net fancied; she was


