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Tha passage of the Provincial estimates
through com:ittee hns, we observe, heen
the ocension of a trial, not of party
strength, hut of ability to stay, as between
the Opposition and the Government. The
former, it i5 stated, openly baasted -at
least some of thewm are reported to have
done 50 -that the estimates shonld not be
allowed to pass until tiey had made a holy
show of the Govermment. evenif it stould
take all sutamer to Jdo so. ‘The Premier
accepted their challenge and the House
sat all through Freday night until close
upon two o'clock on Saturday afternoon,
making a twenty four hours session.
Needless to say the estimates passed, and
though there was some pretty severe talk-
ing during the criticism and defence of the
items on the whole, the sitting was a good
humored <ne ‘I'bore is, of course, the
step of convuircnce te be taken: but that
i not likely o Le w protracied one. and
therefore it canunot be long helore the Dis
tribution il and a few other mattors on
the Ministerial programme will be dis
posed of. Then, from one end of British
Columbia to the other, will be heard the
parties’ calls to arms, followed soon after
by the general elections,

SEALING NATTERS.

The Supreme Court of Canada has,
we are well «satisticd to learn, allowed
the appeal in the case of “the O~car and
Hattie wbich had been declared to be
forfaited for violation of the provisions
of the modus 1 irenndi. It was shown that
shie had not witfully otfended, neverthe
less the Admrriraity Court here took what
weregarded asan unnecessarily harsh view
of the case. Howuver she has been set
at liberty, which, we think, wiil be con
sidered as the proper course to be pur.
sued nnder the exceptional circumstances
of the case.

With regard (0 the svaling schooner
Hearietta which within the last few daya
hax returaed o Victoria after an absence
of twoyears, it way be well 1o review
the circumstances of her case. She had
been scized in Ichring Sea in September,
12, by the steamer Yorktown, for vio-

Iation of the r»modes rivend..

never been warned that the wodus i’

ccndi had breen renewed,

., s . i .
ster it was heen a changed condition of

; . |
with aninfraction of customs regulations.

After protracted ofticinl corresponding
the U. S, secretary of state admitted
that there was no grounds for seizure and
that the naval oflicers had erred in not
turning the vessel over to British war
shipy immediately after her seizare, as
the moddus ciuvendi act provided.

The schooner was then ordered to be
turned over to the British authorities,
but the nenrest oflicials were at Victoria,
thousands of miles away. Meautime her
owner Mr. Charles Spring had failed, and
an endeavor was made te nduce his
creditors to send for her; but this idea
did not work, and flnally she wasgiven
up to her former commander, Captain

Pinckney, unconditionally, he having
returned North. The vessel was, how-

ever. heavily in debt and was not in
sailing coudition. To pay her way and
fit her out he pledged about 100 of the
sealskins on board her and started for
this city.

On her arrival Captain Yinckuey and
the crew attached the vessel for their
wages, and now for her possession there
is likely to be considerable litigation be-
tween the creditors of her owaer and the
people who now hold her. ‘The creditors
moreover, have put inan claim fo 26,00
un account of illegal scizure agaiunst the
U. 8. government. The prospect is that
there will be *a monkey and « parrot”
time before the matter is settled.

FIRE PROTECTION.

‘I'he Canadian Fire Underwriters’ Asso-
cintion, which vecently held its annual
mecting in Toronto. made a new classi
tication of towns or rather a tedetimtion
of mtandard<. A rtandard town. itishe.d,
must be free from abrormai incendi-
arism, and wust not show an ur,
ducloss rate. It must not have more than
25 per cent. of wooden buildings in its
business quarter, and must possess by
laws restricting wooden buildinus. ete. It
is somewhat remarkable that the advan
tage possessed by a town using chemical
engines is withdrawn. Experience was be-
lieved to have showed that where chemi.
cal engires were used not only were
inc.picnt fires more easily dispored of, but
th..t the dan.age 10 the goods or other
taings contained in a building was much
smaller than if they had been thoroughly
dreuched with water. It ix understood
that the changes in classification above
referred toare suflicient to make wunici-
pal cflicers take due precavtions as to the
supply and quality of theappliances which
they possess.

Ve observe that at the late convention
of firc chicf« held at San Francisco, Chief
Deasy, of Victoria, vresented an instruc-
tive as well as interesting paper on * the
importance of insurance companics dis
¢ iminating in favor of all cities, large or
small, having paid fire departments.” e
showed how that for lack of proper protec:
tion Seaitle, Vancouver, Spokanc. Ellens-

She had ' burg and other places had been wiped out ;

but, with their reappearance, there had
things.

learned Ly otlicials that the Henrictta Trained men with modern appliances took
had transferred her spring catch of 132, the place of volunteer firemen with old-

wkins to the schooner Kate, which came
here disabled and she was next charged

fashioned apparatus, the result haviog
been a remarkable decrease ia the amount
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of less. e added that during 186, under
the volunteer systent, the los: by dire In
Victorin, British Columbia, had amounted
1o §126,000; that during I&87, under the
paid system, the loss was reduced to 812 -
010, a saving of 844,000, while {rom 1887 to
1591, the aversze yearly los« amounted to
$17,000.

It was shown that wherever well paid
fire departiments exist the city is hopeful
and the insurance companies do a good
business, and that at rates much lower
than where the reverse obtains.  These
reductions, combined with a protitable
business, they are enabied to make be-
cause—to quote Mr. Deasy: * Trained
n e with horses and every appliance for
fighting flre, are at all times ready to
raswer the electric alarm.  Discipline is
enforced, and fires are suppressed by men
who have madethisnprofession. Approved
protection i< aYorded by the construction
of waterworks and the purchase of modern
apparatus. Heads of fire departments and
municipal authorities are constantly de-
vising means for the prevention ard sup-
pression of drex.  Ince dinrism. the bane
of insurance companies, and the cause ot
a majority of fires, ix usually frustrated by
the prompt work of the paid firemen.”

CHARD TIMES.”

The question is very vroperly asked by
the Inswrance and Finance Chronicl it
this ery has not been somewhat overdoune.
We are inclined to think that it has, and
that the process of cutting down has been
carcied to extreme lengthe in directions
where it should not hsve been attempted.
It is well known that the hixher thesalar)
the less is its receiver injured by a per
centage of reduction.  However, a rom-
mencement has been made, where redue-
tions have been attempted, amor z the
peoplereceiving fow wages.  These have
had five, ten and twenty per cent. taken
off earnings that were barely suflicient to
support them while their superior officers
have mostly been left alone.

The Chrenicle says: * r'here is some
danger of the cry of *hard times' being
overdone. How mauy prople have cur.
tailed thewrdrink bill? How many have
reduced the number of cigars they smoke
or thc quantity of tobacco they consume

= After ll, tumnes are to
great extent what people wmake them.
However hare they are, an Irving or a
Patti can always eatract thousands of
dollars from the people™ purses, wlherceve
they go—lo say nothing of such brutal
exhibitions as the late prize fight.”

May we unot once more ask with our
contemporary if this cry hins not becn
overdone, and is it not Lime to resumc the
payment of the ordinary wages and saln
ries! In almost everything that thein-
dividual or the family consumes therc has
been no reduction in cost. Food and
clothing still continuc at the old prices,
and though in some citics they have gone
to the—=\What we consider in some cases
the unjustifiable - length of reducing the
salaries of ofticiald and work people, the
taxes remain the same and arc almost, if
not quite, a4 regularly coliected. Reuts,
too, arc well maintained. It i« said, too,
that in some quarters it is contemplated



