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Notes for Dispensing Phar-
macists.

Intelligent poople often ** think of oue thing
and inadvertently speak of dnother.”  Phar.
macists will do well, therefore, to acquire »
habit of repeating cach onder interrogatively,
und before proceeding to fill the yeyuisition
getting n cleatly eapressed assent from the
customer, that the wrong urticle may wot be
dispensed,

Too many precantionary measures, aml too
much vigilanee can not be evercised to prevent
handing prescriptions to the wiong pesson when
several ave waiting.,  This is a very natural
mistake, and is especially dangerous when the
preseriptions ave simply labelled **nse asdirect-
ed,” ag there is nothing to avouse the suspicton
of the customer

The dispenser should always receive pre
seriptions with becoming dignity andassurance,
and proceed to compound them in a prompt
serions manner, bearing in mind that his move-
ments ave aften closely watched by the custom-
cry who may have just left the sick chamber or
hed side of some cherished one whose life is in
the halance.

Pharacists should jnvariably calenlute the
dose and cansider the § patability of the
ingredients of the preseription before  com-
pounding it.

Don’t axstime that the dose of an alkaloid is
safe simply bocause it amounts to only a fine-
tion of a grain ; wo remember well a case of
this Kind in which u bright young pharmicist
came to griel by dispensing 2 mixture contaiu.
ing onc-cighth of & gmin of atrophine in each
dose 3 similar delinguency might prove serious
in the cuse of aconitine, colchine, cte.

Always seview your work and the original
yrescription, licing especinlly certain that the
diroctions on the label correspond with those on
the oviginal, hefore delivering the misture to
the messenger.

In numbering prescriptions, be on the alert
1o avoid duplicating the number of the last
prescription instead of numbering consecntively :
such an cryor may, in case of 2 ¢ renewal,” Jead
to serious consequences, particularly if one pre-
seription bappens to be afonr onnce aconite
liniment, and the other a four ounce mizture
for internal use, bath having & similar appear-
anee.

Never let a package leave the store without
A neat distinet label upon it, whether its con.
teats be funocnous or paisonous.

Every package should he Ruleled at once,
particularly in case of prescriptions, as the
practice of allowing unlabelled parcels to re-
naiu about will, inevitably, cause donbt, and
icad to some grave errar sooner or laters,

It is a good rule to place n poison Iabel on all
puisous not preseribed by o physician, 1 solid
and wmpped in paper. it should have twe
wrappers, and both In labelled poison.  Whena
poison label iy atfixed to 2 Dbottle, it shoull be
Placed above the deseriptive labed where it will
be most likely to be seen, and less likely to e
covered by the imnd in holdiug the bottle.

Never paste a new Jabel over an old one when
& preseription s ** pepeated,” or when a bottle

is filled with a preparation differing from that
which it formerly contained ¢ the upper label is
likely to fad} off or to be accidentally removed,
when yvour bottle will be incorrectly kabelled,

Always keep in mind the possibility of con-
fusing *““Tincture Opii Camph.™ and “Tinet,
Opii Comp.™

118 o goud plan to avoid unnecessary use of
Latin  plain English s quite as expressive and
less likely to be mixinterpreted by associates,
‘Fhis is csentially applicable 1o dispensers who
ave nut good Latin scholars,

Avoid unnceessary abbrevintion -t takes but
fittle additional time and effort to write out the
full names, and many anbignities will thus be
averted,

Keep and use a set of metrie weights s a cer-
tain amount of danger always attends the
convarsion of metric preseriptions into apothe.
cary's weights and wieasures,

Dou’t carry on conversation while putting up
prescriptions.

The common obzerver is apt to judge the
workmanship of the dispeuser by the appears
ance of the pareel s and althouyg the preseription
proper may have been ever so skilfully com-
ponnded, 2 pourly written labwl, untrimmed, ov
pasted crookedly an the hottle, will often give
the impression that a1 workman who is so fm-
perfect in the rudiments of hix profeasion is apt
to be equally so in the exceution of its techni-
calities.

Nothing impresses a patient or physician
more unfavorably than to reecive a box of
powders folded in frregular shapes and sizes.

“\When you don't kuow what to de, do
nothing™ until yout Jouk up the necessary in-
formation.

Never uriticise a physicians preseviption by
word or action, in the presence of the patient.
If you discover what you considér an error,
make some excuse to delay its delivery, and in
the mcantime refer the prescription to the
physician for correct instructions.

Some system of chiecking ingredicuts ns put
into a prescription should he adopted, and in-
variably used, to prevent duplication or omis.
sion if you happen to be called away suddendy.

Itis o commendable custom to powder all
salts and mix or dissolve with a portion of the
Yiquid, in a mortar, before putting them in a
bottle.  Some dispensers form a habit of dump-
ing crystals or powders into a hottle of liquid,
taking it for granted that they will dissolve.

Tt i3 never a good plan to keep the morphine
and quinine bottles near each other, and some
special precantions shonld be taken to prevent
confusion of these comonly-called-for sub-
stances,

Memoriziug formulas is o dangerous practice.
It is always safe to consult the anthoritics

1t is usnally poor palicy to voluntarily under-
take to destroy a customer's confidence in the
ccwmedy that he calls for-~ Druggist’s Lulletin,

A uew druy husiness liag beea opened in Vie-
tari, R.C,, by B R, HIlL, of Ontarie,

W. Lloyd Woud having decided to relinguish
the retail drug husiness lias old his business on
Church Street, Toronto, to Mr. C. Lusk,

Cuocanate Syrve rogt Sony FoUsTaiNs, —
L. .. Heiuritz, in N. E. Druag., vespectiully
submits n formula that will mako s excellent
syrup. superior in strength and flavor, to those
tade with the * prepared chocolates,” or ex.
tiact of cocon now offered in the market :

Confectinners® chocolute . 4 powmd,
Hot water - - . 2 quarts.
Condensed mitk . . 1 can.
Granulated sugar . - & pounds,
White of two cpys

Estract of vanilln - . 1 ounce.
CGum foam - - . 1 ounce.

It should be prepared in a porecluin luned
evaporating dish, and the chocolate cut fine into
the dish, apply heat, rubbing the cliocolate with
n pestle until o smooth paste is obtained, to
which add the water (which sust be boiling hot)
gradually, stirring constantly, then stiv in the
cotdensed milk and sugar until both are dissolv-
ed 1 set aside to cool.  When cold skim off the
cocua butter, particles of chocolate, cte., which
will have covered the surface, ad the whites of
cgys, previonsly well beaten, the extract of
vanilla and gum foam, strain through muslin,
aud it is ready for use,

Literary Notes.

—

A New Mepieat. Dicrioxary.  Including all
the words and pliruses used in medicine, with
their proper prontnciation amd definitions,
hascd on recent medical literatuce, by George
M. Gould, B. A., M. D., Ophthalinic sur; eon
to the Philadelphin Hospital, ete. With
tables of the bacilli, \nicrococcl,.lcucoumnes,
ptomaines, cte., of the arterics, muaglee,
nerves, ganglia and plexuses; wineral springs
of the U. S., vital statistics, etc. Small
octava, 520 pages.  Half dark leather, $3.25 5
half Morocco, thumb index, $4.24. Philadel-
phis: 1% Blackiston, Son & Co.

“This work secins to us to cxactly fill a want,
in supplying the necessary detinitions of waornds
and terms not before published, and of m.ccnt
date in addition to those of former publications.
The matter is concisc and practical amd the
typography all that could be desired. N.o
druggist or physician shonld be without this
valuable aid.

The treatment of Torticollis {Wry Neck) with
description of appliances, also for Caries of the
vetrebre (Pott's diseasc), by Chas. F. Stillman,
M. Sc.,, M. D., Chicago, being reprints from
wedical journals

‘The Morse Soap Co. have added to the diver-
sity of their ontput & new toilet soap, which is
moulded into spheres.  Three alls go to the
package, all difiering in color.  The colors are
dclicate and 80 is the perfume. It should ben
very xaleable article.

Subbenzoate of Bismuth isanother addition to
the number of substitutes for the odorous jodo-
form that arc being offered as antiseptic agents.
According to E. Finger, thisis prepared by pre-
pared by precipitativg it from a solution of
wubnitrate of bismuth in dilute nitric acid to
which is added an agueous solution of benroate
of sadinm. The white precipitate thus obtained
it washed un a filter with water and alcohol,
and dricd. A fine white powder is thuxobtained,
having a slight odor of benzoic acid, that can be
freely used in the manner that iodoforin is ap-
plied,




