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soon becomo strong and their enmpotition
could be invited. At a later timo, how.
over, it becamo a popular theory the

the labourvrs a. home must bo protected
against tho cheap labor of other conntries

~ whoroe laborers woroe littlo less than pau-

pera. ‘Thon came the contontion that
tho cheap luborors, liko tho Chinese, must
not bo imported any moro than tho pro-
ducts of the cheap laborors, and it is
urged that thoimmigration of such should
bo prohibited A Now York journa! now
states that an agitation i3 springing up,
cornmencing in Now Jorsey, ugaiust the
immigration of «illed laborors from
Europe. Next, innatural sequence, pro-
bably, will como a movement against all
immigration so a8 to protect the common
Inborer, tho skilled mechauic, and any
othor class in the country who may feel it
the duty of the Iaw and government to
interpose in their behalf. Protection may
be tho wisest and best course for a coun.
try, as some aflirm, or it may not bo, as
others coutend, but in any caso when it is
once entered upon it is diflicult to draw
tho linc as to just how far it should go.

The Americar Whiskey Interests.

In the United States the whiskey in-
terests have been struggling hard for some
timo to ovtain special legislation at Wash-
ington for their immediate rolief. Millions
of barrols of whiskey havo been manufac-
tured more than there was a demand for,
and ace rding to therevenuo laws it could
remain a given time in bond before the
excise tax muzt bo paid ; but tho timo has
boen expiring when millions of dollars
must bo paid in cxcise tax before sales
could be effected. An attempt was first
mado to got tho tuno extended but that
failed. Then it was attempted to get
special permission to import it into Cana-
da, in bond, and allow it to be returmned
when sold, but our Ottawa authorities re-
fused to conscnt. Last year a poworful
effort was wade for special legislation at
Washingten but nothing came out of it.
This year a still moro determined cffort
was mado at Washington and it has failed
again.

Tho New York Tribune, writing on this
matter, says that thero is testimony to
the etfect that, last year, the whiskey
men raized §600,000 to pass tho bonded
extension bill. They failed thon, how-
over, and now they have failed again.
Tho Tribune thon remarks :

“Tho rcsult will be wholesomo in re-
duting thoe production of whiskey. The
refusal to pass o similar neasure in 1883
led to a r:duction of tho product from
150,000,000 gallons in that yem to 74,-
000,000 gallens 1 1883, Another such a
falhng off wmall bo a national blessing.
And if, as tho distillers threaten, tho
whiskey goes out of the country to escapo
taxation, the people will bid it good
riddance. It has been fitly characterized
as the dynamite of modern civilization.”

This iz ccrtainly pretty strong languago
for a popuw'ar journal like the T'ribune,
sirongly_opposcd as it is to prohibition.

A New War Implcment.

Moro ingenuity and oxpenso aro lavish-
cd upon thoe improvement of implements
of humnan destruction than on any thing
olse. DNMillions are paid for improved war
abips calculated to bo moro destructive

than any ovor before built, and on can-
nons and smaller guns capable of killing
and wounding a larger number of men
than any proviously in oxistence. Tho
Intest exporiments aro in tho perfection
of a dynamite gun capable of such de-
struction to lifo and property us was
never bofore cqualled. Tho United
States Government aro now having a
serios of exporiments triod at Fort Hamil.
ton in connection with this new inven-
tion. The idea s to oncloso the dyma-
rito in a strong metal projectile, which
will burst with irresistible fury whoa it
strikes tho object at which it is mmed.
The dynamite gun must bo ¢ fired ” with
compressod air instead of gun powdor, as
tho sudden explosion of the latter would
probably cause tho dynamite to explode
in tho gun itsolf. Compressed air, it is
woll known, has a great power, and is
now used quito oxtensively for driving
many kinds of machinery. Tho new gun
consists of a long powerful brass tubo of
two or three inches bore, and forty feet
inlength, The compressed air is produc-
cd by an ecngine on purposo, and is ad-
mitted from a strong reservoir into the
gun tube behind tho projectilo. 1t is
claiimod that a projectile containing ono
hucdred pounds of dynamite may be ac-
curately thrown a mile or more by such
meanse. Tho bursting of such an amount
of such a powerful explosive would pro-
duce results such a3 can hardly be imagin-
cd, Of course the lope is that, in case
of a siege a city or fort could be destroy-
ed, if not wiped entirely out of existenco,
inhabitants and all, in the course of a fow
hours. Probably tho war authorities will
soon bo asking appropriations to experi-
ment on something still moro infernal as
an instrument of destruction.

Free Libraries.

Apdopros to the opening of the Now
Freo Library in Toronto the following
facts in regard to some of the leading Freo
Libraries in England will bo of interest.
They are clipped from tho Edinbusgh
(Scotland) Adeertiser :—In  Manchester
full attention has been given to cach of
the threo chicef departments of a public
library—namely, (1) tho reference and
consulting library, in which the larger,
scarcer, moro costly, and more special
works aro provided for students and
readers generally ; (2). the lending libm.
rics, from which residents ave entitled to
draw books for homo reading ; and (3) the
newsrooms, in which as largo s sclection
of tho curcent journals of the day is pro-
vided as thomoans of tho institution per-
mit. The referenco library now contamns
about 75,000 volumes, and the six lend-
ing hbraries, placed at convonient ponts
n tho several districts of tho city, con-
tain about 75,000 volumes. Thero is a
newsroon, abundautly provided with sc-
locted London and provincial newspapers
and magazines, attached to cach of the six
londing librotios. From the beginning—
moro than thirly years ago—theso iusti-
tutions havo bcon inost popular. Last
year tho litzaries wero visited by moro
than 2,300,000 persons, or 9,000 daily, and
nearly 1,200,000 volumes wero issued to
roaders, of which more than half were for
home reading.

In Rirmingham tho samo general policy

has been followed, and with similar ze°

sults, Thoro is n reforencoe library of
about 63,000 volumer, and five lending
librarics cantaining together about 60,000
volumes. To cach lending hbrary is at.
tached anowsroom. All aro very largely
froquonted by tho publie.

In Liverpool attontion has boen given
principally to the roferenco library, for
which have beon purchased vory many of
tho largest, most important, aud costliest
works in British and foreign literaturo,
and which has in consequence become
probably tho richest consulting libravy
belonging to ey provincial town in the
country. It is open toall porsons; and
students of all branches of scionco and
knowledgo have tho priviloge of cousult-
ing frooly tho greatest works in their sub-
jects. It now contains nearly 80,000
volumes, and tho number of volumes is.
sucd to roadors oxcoeds half a million
annually, exclusivo of 300,000 of wookly,
monthly aud quarterly periodicals,
Thero are also two londing librarier, con-
taining together 44,000 volumes, from
which nearly 400,000 volumes are issued
annually for home reading.

Othor countries, it may be observed,
aro showing greatly increased interest in
public libraries. In Franco, Germany,
and Italy thoy are rapidly increasing in
number, importance, and usefulness ; and
in tho United States tho municipal au.
thorities and citizens generally havo de-
voted Jarge sums and great care and
thought to this dopartment of public
work, and with so much success that now
tho bost types of the free town libraries
must bo sought in America.

Timber Preservation.

Epiror TRUTH,—An article appearod
in your columns on the presorvation of
timber. Itis well that tho subjectis at.
tracting tho attention of others than
Jumbermen, and in another way.

Qur forests are not inexhaustible ; like
all sublunary things therois a limit be-
yond which we cannot go.

In many parts the cnd has been al-
ready reached, and to places, from which
lumber of different kinds was formerly
exported, timber has now to bo sent.
Yo are importing walnut and whitewood,
woods which at one time were to bo ob-
taincd in plenty in tho Western part of
this Province.

“Expericnco teaches fools.” Wo wore
wise to learn a lesson which the natives
of ather countries have been taught ; and
having lcammed, ondeavored to profit
thercby.

From. . article now beioro mo, the
following is condensed :—

¢ In 1835 tho Island of Mauritius was
covered to nearly threo-fourths of its ox-
tent—300,000 acres—withiorest ; in 1870
thia was reduced to 70,000 acres. Inthe
following year, an exact survoy gavo but
35,000 acres. In Coylon, looking from
tho top of 2 mountain, an unbroken for-
est ranged.  Six years later it had disap-
peared. A momber of tho ‘Eclipso’ Ex-
pedition to Coylon states that from a cal-
culation made, one-thicd of aninch per
annum was being washed ascay from tho
cultivated surfaco of thoisland. InJa-
maica, timber for building purposes has
to boimporled. In Now Brunswick tho
hemlock is fast disappearing, 10,000 trees

pet annum keing used by o singlo manu-

facturer for tanning purposes. That is,the
bark. la Demcrara the work of destruc-
tion will soen clear off' all the tumbier.  In
New Zealand  the present  genemtion
may look for the end of the timber
wouods,”

Fraueo, loo, js an example of the per
nicious destruction of forests. A recent
wiiter laments the loss suatained in many
parta by the total disappearance of the
forests.  Regions formerly prosperous,
arenow stertledeserts.  Manyother places
could be mentioned from which the forests
have been cloaned entite, and which aro
now paying tho ponalty of their short-
sightedncas.

It is admitted, by persons in a poesition
to know, that many years will not have
gono by, at tho presont rato of consump-
tion, beforo wo will bo sufforing from a
want of timber, as well as tho conscquent
destruction of our goil.

Each issuo of our trade journals con-
tain statements of the amount of lumber
manufactured at gomo of our nitmorous
mills—tens of thousands of feot at this
mill, hundreds of thouaands at anothor.
For example, Gilmour & Co's, mill, Tren-
ton, cuts up datly 360,000 feot of lumber,
100,7%0C ps. lath, 100,000 pickets, as well
as heading and slungles.  This is tho
largest mill in the country. Hundreds
of mills cutting from 6,090 feot and up-
ward daily, aro busily engaged in reduc-
ing our forest wealth,  Portablo saw-
nulls wind their way into tho heart of our
woods and cut right and left, leaving saw
dust, otc., to furnish fuel fora f - wotire.
Our equare-timber men down tho chaoicest
treos, and in felling dostroy numerous
others. Cattlo and camping partics also
contribute their share to lay bare our
forests.

Our exports in 1883 of the products of
tho forests amounted to nearly 826,000,-
000, which is an increaso of §1,000,000
over the previous year. .

Tho Curator of the Arnold "Arboretum,
Prof. Sargent, states in his report to the
Massachusetts’ Board of Agriculture, they
tho averago annual consumption of pine
in the United States was ten millions of
foct yearly, and that only cighty billious
of feet remniued, including much poor
timber.

Many of our hardwoods are becoming
each year moro zcarco, auch as whito nah
and oak, cherry and butternut, rock clm,
walnut, cte,

The writer is not awaroof what has
heen done by our Joca) logislature in the
matter of foresting.  No doubt thoro is
plonty to bo donoe. It wero well for us
had we less politics to the aere and moro
trees.  Tho subjoct of the preservation of
wonds should be brought mare prominent-
1y beforo tho public, and soms means
adopted and applied to the increasing of
our foreat wealth. Wo know, or can
readily find out, what has been, and is
being done  elsewhere, and aurcly tho
Canadians can do likewise. That wo aro
fast denuding our {orestsis a fact, that
very littlo is being dono in the wayof
preservation is anothor. It is timo we
wero up and deing ; not thinking whethor
wo, who plant, will live to sco the fruit of
labor, or doparting, leavo thaso who fol-
low to reap tho benelits.

A. Swrsoxw.
Toronto, March 24, 1834,




