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moasures, yet the rare discovery of tlieir romains cicarlyprore tliat
tliey coulel have borne ne couiparison te the vegetable iife of the
agoe. This caunot bc said iu reforence te the iclithyolites or fishies
of the perlod, for Agassiz iu his noble workz on fossilfishes, deseribes
uipwards of one hundicd and fifty diffcrantkinds iu the carboniferous
rocks,-ail belongiug to the tw.e great familier, of piacoids and ganoids.

Th lcoids were so called from thecir being covered with bony
plates9. In ýthe shiark, one of the few representivsfthsfmy
now oxisting, these-pintes arc rcduced- te srnall points, aud it is this
which. causes its skin te, ho so reugli, and tliis m, 'ces it useftil as a
pelishier. The ganoids are so caled from, the biilliancy, of their
anu'gnlar seaies, whieh wcre forined cf boue covered 'with enamnel,
the enamiel heing outside. The bouy pikeof the Canadian lakes
and rivers is the living representative of thi6 -family.. 0f the
ganoids the romains of oue curions family are found -iu the ceai
measurcs, tliey are called -sauraid.fislies, or in other words lizard likeo
:fisiies, ,from thecir -ikeness te lizards. And it was nt 011e. tiimO 51p4

posed, thatthey -iu cousequece evidenced a more highly developed
organizatien titan etber iclhthyolites, or inu faet a stop towards land-
animais, but late discovories have proved tho fallaey of -the idea. In
the shale iu the County of -Albert are found some very fine ganoids.
We had oue iu oir',possession lun which ýevery partý of the fIsh was
perfect eyen te the most minute portion cf the membrane«c the
fins We saw a few monthsa go a very fine large specimen fouud
this spring imibedded in shale, Nwhich was covered- with the scales
of botJi.g.,moid aud placoid Mi~es. The preseuce of thiese fossils
near the Albertite* is eue cf the itreugest proofs that it is true
ceai, and that the strata which ovorlie and uixdeilie it forru a truc
carboniferous rock.

Ilaving given a short description cf the fiera fauna and
iclithyolites cf the ceaI measures, we now purpose te, conchidol
with, au imaginative picture cf the appearance cf the earth nt the
tinie ceai was boiug formed.

The wliole surface cf &s' world was then covored ivith great
fiat continents and isiands, wihieh wore crossed by ranges of men-
tains cf nôt very great heiglit, frein which rau strcams, whicli
wideniug iute rivers went sluggiishly in winding courses tlirough
the great. iarshes, carrying ith tliem the soft slimy inmd from
their banks, and forrniug great deltns at thecir niouths. Wheie fthe
Atlautku ncw tosses its, dark waters-the deepest and niost storiny
of oceaus, thon strctched a vast continent, côutaining hli, and
Valley, and. e-ery variety cf seceery. Inlu icfar eat frein aimoun-
tain range rau, a littie brook, and as it poured westward, it rcceived
t'hc waters cf- a huudlrcd tributaries, and iincrcased lu size until it
Lucane thu mighitiest river cf thc carth. Onward it rolied its great
Volume cf waters, emptying ikeiCf wvhere iiow oxist the great
A»ýpalachian ceai ficlds of Ohio. At its moutl istroehed au

* The uaine givon to tuieillbert Coi.


