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Wiht éamt snfl People.

Perfoect Through Suffering.

Phere is ©o hoars, however troe aud ligbtasins,
But hus ite bittorucss

No earthiy hupes, howevor bright and bhithesomes
But ring of ewptivess

The world 1 fall of suffering and sorrsw,
Qt angnian and deapair.

Ity brightest pronviges ars of to WOrTOW,
1t4 moukaries gy orywhern

Our weary hearts, with slow aud sad puleatiun,
Laat to the ruarcli o2 yoars,

Then day s are givan to tuil without cesantion,
Qhelr grovwy nights 1o toars

But let ns wait in patience anl submssion
The well of our proat jliuyg -
Rememboring this—all through onr earsbiv mis.
s100,
Perfect through autluring

Then ceane, O foalish Leart, conss thy ropining .
The Maater's huna abiove
~ Is enly purifviug aud refining —
The Alchiemiat 15 Love,

These toars aud thuills of woe the-o great atihic
t on

Are but the chastemug vod ,
Aund they an 1l prove the heuveuly bew dictions.
The mercies of onr God,

‘What seometh uow a dark uud dreary vision
Unto our tear-dunimned oyes,
Shall burst 1n glory Into acenss of elysian,
A blooming paradise.

Then cense, O foollsL heart, cease thy repining,
Hope! hit thy drooping wing ;

The plan ie 0ne of God 8 all-wise designing—
Perfect through suflering.

John the Baptist.

BY PROF, JAMES T. HYDE, CHICAGO THEO-

LOGIGAL SEMISARY,
-

The man comes before the minister. e
was of priestly descent; his father, Zach.
arias, being ** & priest of the course of Abia.
the eighth of the twenty-four courses, or
olasses, of the sons of Aaron, and nctively
engaged in the Temple Service. Iis mo-
ther, Elizabeth, too, baving a kind of sacer-
dotal dignily as one of the daughters of
Asron. His parents were * both nghteous,”
or devoutly conecientious, and not simply
before men, but ** before God,”—inwardly
as well as outwardly righteous; and, not
only ns respects moral precepts, but cere-
monial rights, without reproach, if not ab-
solutely ;erfect; * walking 1n all the com-
mandmenis of the Lord blameless.” When
this can be said of doth husband and wife
—hanpy the famly, and doubly happy the
child..n! They hLad, however, unul far
advanced in years, that bitterest of sorrows
to the pious Jew, from which, indeed, no
mere piety is ever exempt—they were ¢"ild-
o88.

John's birth was pre-announced by an
angel. While his father was burming ic-
eense, and the people were silen.ly praying
in the outer court,.behold, an angel! 2iot
8 mere angelic apparition, the creature of

iritanl exoitement and popular supersti-
tion, but & real, celestial visitant, to an-
nounce to him what no human tongue could
have foretold, and he himself could never
have believed if he had hstened only to the
voice of his own heart. The appearance of
sngels had generally betokened death and
destruction, but not so to the holy priest in
the sanctuary. He 18 ** troubled,” as who
is not in wisions of things belonging to an-
other world. But his awe is changed into
joy by the assurance that his bygone pray-
ers are not forgotten.

sJohn's birth is in answer to prayer. No
delay should discourage our faith ever. when
we ask for temporal bleasings. Isnot many
a good child given 1w answer to secret pray-
er?

John's greatness is predicted even from
from before his birth. 118 connng s to bo
an occasion of intense joy. He is to be
great in God’s eyes—truly great !—the only

eatness recognized by the angels,—not

ike that of the princes and leadeis and con-
guerors of this world, which depends clicfly
on rank anc talent, but as one divinely ap-
proved and honoured. His greatness 1s
connected on the one hand with strictly
temperate, or moial hawits, and on the
other hand witn Ingh spinitual ezperiences,
Like a true Nazarite, ne shall drisk * nper-
ther wine nor strong drink,” i e., alstain
from intoxicating arink, as every great und
good character is buil. on a nigid legal or
moral basis. And * h2 shall be filled with
the Holy Ghost even from Lis mother's
womb,” showing how early a true child of
the covenant may be subjectjto the grace of
God—bapt.zed and regenerated by heavenly
grace. His greutuers as n minister, too, 13
vinudly depicted. *He shall “turn ™ men,
tarn their * hearta;” not only arouae, but
sctually convert them, and not smimply to
truth and duty, but to *the Lord their
God.” Heshalldo itin the spirt and power
of Elijah —that greatest of Old Testament
prophiets—us & preacher of repeitance, re.
sisting, single-handed, the false gods of the
age, as Elyah did Ahab and Jezebel. He
sball go * before the Lord " or the Messial,
%8 a hersld before a king, with loldnessand
zeal, to * —ake ready a people,” or guther
s company of believers ready io welcome
him. He shalldo it. however, not as Flyjak
did, by working miracles, {for he * did work
no miracle,’’) but as Malachi declared should
be done, and as always needs most to be
done, especially in corrupt periods, by
“turning the hearts of the fathers to the
ohildren," i.e., by reviviog parental and Slial
piety, by bringing parents and cluldren to-
gether, or people of all ages and relations,
to repentance’ Verily here is th right kind
of reformer—strict in moralhty, holy in ex-
rience, intent on preparing the way for
hyiet in every family and houseliold.
Turn now from prophecy to history. Is
this pictare ro.lizetf ? i
His mother rejoices over her new-born
20n 88 & “ mercy,” aspecial mercy from the
Lord. Her kindred ** rejoice with her "' in
token of that eympathy which we need in
Joys guite xs much in sorrows, and which
ws with ocongratulations, Her hus
m; smitten with dummbness for hi
soon a8 kis mouth ia opened, break
wene 'dﬁ‘
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ouly to sing some Biting doxology. * The
band of the Lord ” is upon the ohild from
his birth-—that greatest blessing for a clnld
—the Loid's direoting and favouring hand;
for better, surely, than the power of any
mere human parent or tencher, far better
than the patronage of the noble, tich, and
lezrneld. 108 good old father's ** Benedio.
tus, ' u8 he orted ** Bleased Lo the Lord God
of Tarael,” un the evo of the fultillment of
the most ancient and glotlons promises in
the wor ld's hustory, laymg the greateststies,
on God's proving futhtul £ s covenant,
pouting out lus thisnkfuluessin words which
roveal the decpest inwight into the nussion
of Jug funt son as the forerunner of our
t

F : K
Loid, how ¢an we, who jive {he full hght
D

of the Gospel ever appreeinte ?
Juhn was prepared for hns meat work
the school of sohitude.  +or * the ctald grew
and waxed strong m gpmit, and was m the
deserts til} the duy of his shewmu unto Ix
racl.” Tlus means that fiom chidhood t
wanbood he was developed both physieally
and spiritually in the willerness.  Not that
¢ Ins restlessness had doven hum ™' nto 1t
as the auther of ** Iicce Hemo " says.  Nor
Qdid he lead a * elowstered ' hife, a3 somne ad-
voeates of the monaste system unagine.
Liut hke many of the world's purest saints
and best benetactors, like Moses, Elyah,
Dawid, Paul, Luther—-nay, like our Lord
mmesclf, he was called, trained, disciplined,
orduned m comparative solitwle. iie ac-
quied that strength for hie's terrible con-
thicts whieh comes orly from a spare diet,
and austere habits, and unrvuttled covtem.
plation, and lonely comwunings with God.
sishop Horne sists that *he who desires
to undertake the office of gunhing others in
the ways of wisdom and holmess will but
qualfy lumself for that purpose by first
pasmng some tune n a state of sequestra-
tion froma the world, . . where he
may grow nud wax strong in spind until the
day of his showing unto lsrael.” Inmod-
ern life we are not so much 1n danger of a
nariow sad morbidfasceticism, as of o busy,
bustling agitation, in which thereis nothing
but a weak, languud, jaded heart ; noreality
in religion, no rest in God, no deep convie-
tions, no vivid emotions, no stern voice of
duty, no sweet and fiesh ardor of devotion,
no great power 1 things unseen aud eter-
nal, no fit preparation for active usefuiness.
More than ever, perhaps, must those who
would be ready and mighty foc pubhic work
retire a8 1nto a desert, and be alono with
God, aud pray to their Father who 13 in se-
ciet, and draw wisdom and refreshment
from ivisible fountains,

Reliold now the pertod and the preacher
—Tiberius, Poutius Pilate, Herod, Annas,
Caaphas—what wicked men and mleis!
What dark and degenerate days! The pros.
pects of the church of God geemed almost
hopsless.  But after the gloonuest hour
coracs often the brightest light.

“ The word of the Lord came unto John
in the wilderness.” 1lis was not a mere in-
ward impulse, but a divine call to preach.
He cawe forth from his seclusion ** into all
the country about the Tordan—the eveat
ttinerant. He preached * the baptism of
repentance,” i.e., & token, a profession of
repentance, presupposing, or at least obli-

ting to repentance, and not as if the rite
of baptism were anything apart from 1ts
* mgnificance, and **for the remission of
sing,” ar with a view to the forgiveness of
the pemtent, not, indeed, as though the bap-
tism or the repentasce of itselt secured the
remission, but because they prepared the
way forit. His message was * repent and
be baptized, that you may be foryiven."
Listen to that * voice of one crying,” whose
echoes can nevercense to be heard until the
prophecies ef redemption are fultilled, and
¢ all flesh shall sco the salvation of God.”
It 18 the voice of the L« ushenng n the
Gospel, * Prepare ye the way of the Lord.™
It requires the strmigntening of all that s
crooked, the abasement of all that s high.
the elevation of all that is low, the smouth-
ing of all that 18 rough.  Such 15 the pre-
paration that must precede every great re-
vival of rehgion, or the blessed entranco of
Christ mato human hearts aud homes. If it
costs time and labour to level monutming
and fill up valteys, how much 1oro to suli-
due the ympenitence and unbelief of men.

Mark his boldnessand sevenity “ Lrood
of vipers!” “ Wiath to come!” Why deul
s0 harshly with the ciowds attracted to the
Lanks ot the Joidan? 1adn't Le better
bewaie of giving offense® lovk out lest he
bo thought uncharitable, and lose ii's popn-
lanty ? dwell rather on the love of the com-
ing Chnst, and Ins 11cb, freo groce? Al
but he saw through the rottenncss and hy-
poctisy of thuir professions. How clse could
ho rouse them to repentance? 1He could
speak only as the meck and foving Saviour
di¢ to the Seubes and FPhurisees. Those
who object to such preaclung nnstake the
nature ol love, wlnch must always be ge-
verest, even when deepest and tenderest
towards those who need to be drnounced
and thieatcued morder to be awakeued and
saved. They, also, mstake what 18 requus
1fe to success 1 saving sinners.  Shall they
be svothed and flatter2d by a good.hutour-
ed, smooth-tongued condescousion? No!
Startled into a sense of their guilt, horror-
struck as they can be only by lell-fire!
They may be tascinated even by & ministry
of tenor,  DBut, worst of all, those revoltied
by such words mmstake the real truth. The
*wrath to come " 18 nol & mere figmont ot
fancy or superstition. The new dispensa-
tion 18 a revelation of wrath as well as mer.
cy, and of notlung but wrath fe: those who
continue unpeuitent, though they be bap.
tized and make religious professions. So
the Baptist belisved. Intense were lus con-
victions, and therefore tertible his warn-
ings.

_Sec how Le proceeds, insisting on a gen-
uine repentance. * Bring forth, theretore,
fruits worthy of repentance.” Koberteon
observes,  Repent, with him, did not mean
¢ come with me into the wilderness, to live
away from the world,’ but it meant this,
* Go back to the world and live above it.'”
Nay, more. I meant ‘ Baptisin will not
save You, nor even & repentance that does
not produce the proper fruits of piety. Each
one raust shew that be repents by guod wota
and boly habits.”

How keen, too, is John's insight into hu-
man nature, Knowing that the Jews boast-
od of their descent from Abraham, and that
multitudes would takerefuge from the sharp
arrows of the preaching of repentance in the
ides that they are semehow allied with
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God's peop)e, he adds, ¢ aud bagin not b
say within yourseives, we have Abiabam
to our father,” As if ha wonld declare
s« Remombar that saving raligion is & per-
sonal thung. No cluld 18 saved by his sm.
rentage.  No member of any chuel by s
churoh membershyp.  No sner Ly athha
tion with apostles, bishops, samts.  or
shelter under such names as [mther, Calvin,
Wesley. Youd must rapent and bring ford
fruds meet far repentance.  Nor suppoao
that God will be without & people if he caty
yoroff. Ho s not confined to any speel
peopic under the Cospel. He eanrmise up
a fanmnly for lumself out »f the very stenrs.

How thorouzhly radical, too, s this areat
reformer.  Inlating cn the certainty of the
coming wrath, he nvers. ™ t)'nw nlnn_, the
axo 18 1aid unto the ront of the trees; not
laad down by the root, ag if net nsed, bui
agamst the freo at the root.  The umpen
tent and nntathiul are about to he eut np,
root and braneh. Tha Gospel goea down
into the very root of things, and euts up all
evil by the roots. He wasnat afraid of any
radiealistn in morals or reluaoa—oniy let
radicalists strike not at imperfeet goad, but
at unquahfied evil. Lt them lift up thae
voices against sin.

Beardes, how wisely and yet ngontonsly
John wmeets every man's conscience, nob
content with general directions, but insist.
ing that sach cne n repenting ghonld break
off, or turn from, thie particuiar mns to which
he is tempted. They ask, * What shall we
do, then?’ 1ILis answer in, to the solfish
and avarcious, ¢ Do not hoard up yom
wealth. Share vom food and elothing, and
other property with the destitute. Tenitenee
is Senevolence.  To the covetous and un-
serupulous tax-gatherers, * Bestrietiv hon.
est, and no more lacking waintegrity.”  To
the soldiers, “ Not cease to bo scldicrs,
throw away your arme, or desert yonr col-
ours, and enter some other ealling. But do
no violence ; away with the insolence com-
mon ina conquered province.  Ee not false
accusers, or spies and informers. Take only
what 15 due inatead of unlawfully attempt
ing to mcreage your resources.” In other
words, * Let rolu ers™ repent of soldiers’
sins, and publicans of publicans’sins,—each
of the sins of his own class and life,  * Lot
ministers repent of ministers’ sins, and dea-
cons of deacons’ ring, and farmers of fir-
mers' sing, and snerchants of merchants’
sins.—ocach looking to himself and his call-
ing to see what Ina sins are, and what the
necesspy fruta of repentance. Theio is
sonnd, common sense in guch direct person-
al and practical appeals. No learned sub-
tletios, nn dreamy Jnllabies, no emipty for-
mahties, but the rolen voice of duty echo.
ing through the world’s meat wilderness

Gieatest of the proplets, because pre-
emmently a forerunner and herald of the
Lord ; marvelonsly suceessful, too, in draw-
ing the mnltitudes, and turning mento truth
and righteonsness ! Most of the first fol-
lowers of Christ were awakened and con-
verted hy Ins nunistry.  Many of the Jews
tock him for the Messiali. But wifile wmen
“ mnsed in their bearts whether he was the
Christ.” he kept lnmeself iv the background.
He pownted to the * Lamb of God ™ as one
whose shoo latchet ho was ¢ not worthy to
unloose.” s motto was, *“ 1o must -
crease "—1I decicase.”

His populanty wasnot mcreevident than
hislowhness, His ranctity appeared in the
beauty with which he exempliticd s own
humbling doctrines antil he tell a sudden
martyr to lns faithfnlness,

The Danger of Delay.

An examination of statistics of the com-
version of souls to God can not fail to -
press the mind with the starthing fact that
millions of human beings are  eternally
rumed by procrastinating the day of salva-
tion.

The prospect of thange for the better di-
minishes as age advances.  This fuet s
lustrated by a tabie prepared with much
enre by the late Dr. Spencer, of the United
States.  Of a thousand persons hopefully
converted there were :—

Uador 20 years of age-549.

Between 20 and 80 -337.

Between 30 and 40-86

Between 40 and 50-1..

Between 50 and 60-3.

T tween G0 and 70-1.

But one of a thousand brought home to
Christ over sixty vears of age.

What a starthng lesson to econtemplate.
Will our readers ponder 1t in the proespect
of the future ? Have you, dear reader, lived
twenty yeais without having yiclded up
vour heart to the claims of ¢ternal truth ?
ThLen 10member that the probabihty ot your
conversion to Gold 17 not half as great as it
was at one time of your hfe. Are you thurty
years old and sull hving in sin? the hope
of your 1edemption has dummnished  fally
thiecetourths.  If forty years have passed
over you anid you are  yet  without hope,
then there are thirty probabilities out of a
thousand that you will ever embraco the
truth. And, so as you proceed, the chances
of your escape from the wrath wlich 15 to
come grow rapidly lesg until the lnst ray of
hope 18 extinguished inthe darknessof eter-
nal despaar. ¢ The emncr dying a hundred
years old sha'l be accursed”

In view of these impressive facts will you
not, unconverted friend, take tiniely wain.
ing, and delay thesalvation of your prectous
goul no longer? It may be that 1 your
case the day 18 far spent, the mglit hastens
on. the Jndge standeth at the door, and
what isto be done must be done quickly.
“Now 18 the ncoepted time, and n w18 the
day of salvhtion.,'—Christian Standard.

The Philadelphia Presbylerian says :(—A
missionary phyrican is wantedin Lang Chow
Chine, as will be seen from the following
extract of a letter from tho Rev. Charles R.
Mills, one of our misaionavies :~* I do hope
we may find & good, godly man to succeed
him (Dr, Bliss.) I am rure there must be
able, learned, pious young physieans in the
Presbyterian Church, who could snd would
gludly spond their lives in work for Christ

ere, bus it does ssom very havd to find
such. Philadelphia is a groa$ rendexvouns
for dootors, Dr. Rllinwoud will be able to
ﬁ. applicants all needed informatien.
are 18 & neble field fer s t7uly consecraled
Ohsishion, woskse.” . )

PURY

The \Jorship of the Holy Spirit.

In pulpit or parlor, in prayer-meeting aud
l private eonversation, the nuatake 18 often
fallen nto of speaking of the Holy Spuit a8
wat The writer listened to a most iustiuc:
| tive sevmon, not leng smee, on the wituess
i of the Spuat , but it was sadly manaed by
\ the repented oceurrence of suel pliases, as
¢ whon ot eomes” @ woe need b’ oy for
o= the *1t " refernmg to God the Ioly
Ghost.  Sieh pustahes, however tnadves-
tent)y comuntted. savor ot wunt ot rever-
ence, hide mest 1upoacmt tath as to the
personal presense wid  rency of the Holy
spint, and vy easidy | s Lto error. Wio
would desimnat Godel Patliny, » (G ol the
Ao an suel nanner - We believe m the
Holy Ghost, tie Lotd and Girer of hie. the
Anthor of sanetitication and hepe, the b
Chehtener Wnd Gude of tie Chaareh, that tius
1a emphatically the dispensation ot the Jlaly
Hiost, that to 2o 18 coranuitad the eon-
duet of the Chuveli tul Chnst s seecnd com-
g, and must think andspeak of Ihngwith
dne reverence and love,  Itas true that in
the New Testament wo fiud a nentev pro-
noun *atselt " used twice i thus ecenneetion,
thoa. v 16, 26,0 whero onr trauslatols
tllewed not the theology of Seripiurs, but
a usage of the Greek lanouage. net here
rogruring explanation, and whielof ereating
no confusion 1o the Greeks, certamiy does
1f trunsterre d untianstated mto onr Fnebeah
tongue. In John i 13, omr Lord  ways,
“When e, the Spit of truth, 18 come,
He will gwide yon into all tmth, for Ile
shall uot epeak of Himselt ; but whateoever
He shall heat, ehall He rpeak i and He will
ghow you things to come. He shall glonify
Me ; tm Ho shall 1cceive of nune. and  hall
shiow it unto you.'

We would give prominence to the doe-
trines cancernming the oly Spint, for there
1< o life nor hight in the smner’s soul Gl
He creates 1t, and the hehever 1s saucified,
jyuat 8o tar as he s wader His power. A
prayer 1s only o many words, ilesss He
“maketh nterceasion’§ The seitnon s
powertul, when He brings it hone 1 de muone
stration.  ‘The * redemption puichagod by
Christ " is wvlnble waen He * apphes ™1t
aud thie, in some form or apphenation,is the
themo of every gospel sernon.  Chustian
crecds and confessions, state ov claborate,
first, the doctrines concermng the Father,
sccond, those coucerming the Sonj thard.
those concernng the Holy Spiit. Aud tlus
quite properly.  DLintpractically our know-
ledge of God——<hall we say, om acquamnt-
ance with God 7— comes to us m the oppo-
site order. It 18 by the Spnt we cowme
+"rough the Son lothe Father.  Eph.n. 18,

| It will be conaistent for those denying the
K ersonality of the Spuat to say 1t "for they

would speak thus of gravitation, or of the
spuat of poetry, or the epinit of age. But
we beheve m things that accompany sulvas
tion, and smg-—

Ceme, Holy Spant comne
Let thy briht beams anse

Dispel the durkness from out wneds
Aud open Thou our eves

‘T3 Thine tocleanse thobeir
To sanetifs the wond,

To pour fresh bife on every § °,
And new create the whole

Religious Thought in England.

“The Ritaahst cannot conect himself v ith
any party in the Chuich of England since the
Reformation.  Like lus favonite prototype,
Melch.zedek, he 18 without fathes or
mother,  His nearect relations are Queen
Mury s bishops, who gave up the Reforun-
tion a8 soon ns they raw to what it was
tending, and pobably before that they
were not very zealous for its progresa.
The Churchiuen of the time of James 1.
and Chailcs L., even those who were the
greatest n:novators, never approached any.
th:ng like a deetrinal agrecment swith the
Church of Reme. Bishop Andrews fot-
withstanding  many conceits—-perhaps I
ought to say alony with many other con-
corts—maintioned that the Pope was Aunti-
chirist.  Among all ks of High Clnneh-
men I do not read of one who thonght that
the Church of iugland had not adopted the
doctrines of Lhotestantism as oppoced ‘o
the Chmch of Rome,  Jeremy Taylor, who
however, belongs mare to tae Browd Chinvel
thaa to the Hhgh, mamtamed that tolera-
tion could not be yu bl to Rowan Catho-
iies, becanse thewr worclup was adelatry,
Wuting on the kachanst, he demes e\e;y
conception of a presence ot Chriat «xcept a«
the presence of & spiat. Bishop Cogin, who
12 generally taken tor one of Land s atract-
ert dhserples, wiote a Iustory of the doctrine
of tiansubstantiation, and deelared s
dament that between the ‘real® but
sxpatund ' presence i the Chuieh of Fng-
land and that of the Chureh of Rome there
19 n great guif fixed.  Bushop MHickes, one
of the.r most ecmunent writers, speaking of
tiie Mass, anya that, ‘Tho worsiup of alcek,
or an omon, or u head of garlie, 13 notore
agust common sense than the wowslip.
ping of n water, tho wotk of & baker or con-
tectioner’s shop.”  Charles Leshe, and many
othier Non-jurors, write with equal decision
weowing a elear antagomsin to the doce-
trmes of the Cimuch of Rome."—Contrm-
Jorary Revesw,

Tt is related that a worthy Scoteli mini...
ter in the last generation delivered acharge
to some newly-ordained elders after the fol.
lowing fashion—*Me brethrin, rule weel,
rule weel, but rule sne that nae a mon or
bairni the kirk will know that they ate
ruled. Me bretbrin, pray God to gie ye
common sense. It is aye a chief grace o'
an elder.”

An old clergyman, who had got a stron
lunged helper, observed thltgone of h?l
henrers wes becoming rather irregular in
lns attendance at church. Of course the
divine felt it his daty to vinit the back-
slider, and hie accordingly went ta ais house,
but the gudemsn was not in. He inquired
of the wife why John was seldom at ohurch
gow. *Oh indeed, minister,” she replied,
wn.hout' the alightest hesitation, “that young
man ye've gotten roars eo load that John
canna sleep rae somfortable as he did
:‘b; "yu-d to pressh yorml' sae ponce-

R
Bible fynonyms.

* Qur fArat duty 18 to bo 2 Cly

heavt.  Owr next duty isto Le Chul:;;;an
To every Christian who will hasten t.pm,;n'
()

my exhortntinn is—never Joun u reot - -
have anything to do wlthJ a 1{:.1,‘:,(::){ 6ver
ticn, or hft the peity banner of‘,\ s fae.
Our leader i pat this or that dn-xnppa.ny
formes, but the Lowd that bought g, o 1o
Chael is no other than the Ciugrel,
wihich was born otihe Woly 1 oot ) f‘f

of Penticosi. Lean feilow shp wn);l?,da
parttenlar Chureh, and -t Lo (e 0“:'!1"
1an your pudgment, the masy ¢ r.pty ,t,hg
constituted snd adimistered | l»u:'nvl..d“’
member that this Luines vay e, ',~|i«:.’,|r?'

f (Jog

with the whole Chnreh sn the w! ""J
Dwell m the beat chamber of th‘: ole worl .
18 aces -tble to von: but never
yote chamber i the whole oy
particnna Chmels the Chwmely
Lear a lnotherly hieart and ¢
all who love the Lorl, that,

wfluence extends, there may be i

mn the body,  If there be <I§‘I|t~; (\:kf].:’r:“m
regard these wath distaste as rlu..m;cl;)m'
evil, yet remember that they ovolve - cve!
tan nount of good, ‘that they wh; N
approved may be made mamiest gy e
you Whatever then, the cotlitnggy motl}]{

visible Cluich, so pray and so bve gg 54 }o
approved of Him who knows the lh“ea Its
and to b made maneet m the sizht {,fmr'
a8 no  herehicr, bat futhinl memherg en{
Cirist, and doving cluldren of Gol"wg )
day Maga e, LT

*house that
nppose tha
iy or pp
Uriversg),
vantenance 4
&y 1oy ay Yyour

Prayer and Power. .

Flliot useldl to say that “praver and
pamns can acermplish anytlnng,’ and Ju’:l
som, the great mussionary aand, s nevp.
sineercly and earpestly pray ed jor anythi :
L it at sometime, in some shinpe pr:)if
ably tho last I should have e(pm':ted it
cane, '

These plain testimonies are full of eneane
agement for the hnmblest an 1 weakest T‘;
the latter 12, 1ndeed, the greafect enc‘onr‘
agemncnt, <s “he that humbleth hunsel
shall be exalted.”

There is no scientific objrction against
prayer winch can have mueh foce ;’n the
presence of real faith. The only forcible
arqument agminst piaver 1s unlfehof; the
hest argument forat 16 faith, and the result
of farth, the prayer and the answe,,

“ Man can alter, withmeertan himits, the
clements and courses of natnre,” gays Tya-
dall.  Cannot God do e much? Mag
makes changes by the exercise of Ins per-
ronul will. Cannot God du ag much?
The earthly parent, in tho cxercises of
personal will, graats the request of the
cinll. 1Is net God just as z00d ? s not He
toui a fnthlcrl‘.l' and has he not said : * Ask
and ye shall receive, seek s ;
27 o , k aud ye shall

Archbishop Whately's Providence.

Readers of Archbiahinp Whately's writings
will 1emember his decisive condemnation of
the habit of aseribing to Piovidence only
those exceptional eventa which ktrike us as
wonderful making ¢ providential™ nearly
equivalent to murseulous.  Among several
anecdotes of the Archbishop contributed to
Lippincott s Magazine by T. Adolphas Trol.
lope, 1s one touching this point. A packet
slip sathng from New York to Liverpool
was burned.  Among those wlho scaped in
a boat was a clergyman who made himseif
the nero of reliious eireles 1 Dublin, dilat-
ing on the wonderful merey he had experi-
enced

* One day, on the occasion of one of the
geneial receptions of the cicrry, which
often taok place at the archiepiscopal resi-
dence, onr hero was holding forth in his
usnal strain to a iittle knot gathered around
It an Whately 8 drawins-room, when the
Archbishop, whose wont 1t wa3 on sach
occnsiona to stroll about the room from one
group to auother, saying n few worda here
and a few wonds there to his +mests, came
up to the koot of which Mr. Thompsonwe
will give lnn thet name for the nonce) was
the centre.  Wlately listened with grave
attention to the telling of his story and to
the nsual comments on it, and thee spoke.
* Wondertful occurrence! A great and sig-
nal merey, mdeed, My, Thompson  Dut I
think I eancapit,” snud he, nsinz an express-
10n which was very comrnon with himn, toss-
g up his whitchead m the okl buil-like
nanner-—* I tnnk I caneapit with aninci-
deut from my own experien '

Evergbody pricked np lns eara aud listen-

neagerly for the passize i ths  Archish-
op s hfe which should show a yet mort

marvellously mereiful eseape than that of
Mr. Thowmsou from the burning ship.

Whately continued n the most unpressice
mannet . “ Not three months ago 1 sailed
in the packet from Holyhead to Kwyston
ithe port for Dubhm, and "—

A pauce. wlilo the  Archbishep took 8
copions prngh of suutl, and lasheavers were
on the tenterhooks of expeetation.

—~'* And by God's 1 ey tho vessel never
caught fire at all. Th.nk of that, Mr. ‘Thom-
son!”

The eloquence of tho pnlpit snould be
pre-eminently the eloquenco of elova
thought, utered through that various
structurs of discourse and style of exprod-
sion in which a versatile mind will convey
such thought. It should bo the eloquencé
of renl lifs, and of great occasion. It sho
be the eloquence of manty purpase n
exigoncies. In its best forms it will resem®
ble, and yet surpass the best eloquence
senntes in the emergencies of nations-—
Phelps.

Moses saw the Schechinah, and il res-
dered his face resplendent, so that he oov-
ored it with a veil, the Jews not boins

1o bear the reflectod light : wa behold Christ
83 in the glase of His word, and (a8

reflection of & very luminous o!&w& y
mirror gilds the face on which the reveber
sied says fal)) our fases shine 100 ; and ¥
veil them not. bat diffuse the 1 -




