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From aad after this date the subscription
sce of TheTit will bo increased to 3.00
hr anputst, in advance.

The many and extensive hmprovements
hich have followed cach other in such
ick succeasion during the pagt year, has
sdded to tho cost of publication as to
¢ this step absolutely necessary,

In the past the publisher, in his zcenlous
deavors to make Trvrn the best family
ockly on the continent, has been justa
o too generous.  So muchis thisthe case
t the paper in its present form and at the
esent price is issued weckly at a decided

To meet the evigencies of the case there
o two courses which might be pursued.
Tte first, anil perhaps casicr method,
onld Lo to increase the quantity of ndver-
ing. Tho circulation of the paper is now
h that advertisers are clawmoring for
ce, aud if it were so desited no trouble
puld bs experienced in adding several pagea
sdvertisements.  But todothis several of
e most popular departments of the paper
ould have to be withdrawn. This the
pblisher would never permit.

The next method, and the one it lias been
pcided o adopt, isto raise the subscription
From this date, thereforc, tho an.
subseription to TuvTn will be £3.00,
ead of $2.00, as fonnerly, “Tothose who
voalready paid in advance, the new ar-
ngement will not apply, but henceforth
new subscriptions and renewals will bo
ceived only at the$3.00 rate,

We have teken this step only after mmature
iberation, and with the interests of our
paders constantly in view., The extra dol
will not be much to the individual, but
o the aggregate will be very considerable
ous, It will cnable the publisher to carry
ut some long-cherished improvements. 1t
more than probable that the paper will
ortly e cnlarged, new and attractive
tares will constantly Lo added, and the
igh moral tone and literary exqellence will
o 7igidly maintained. ‘

We believe our readers will appreciate
ar efforts to place Trvrn still fartherin
¢ van of family jonrnals, and will continue
o0 accordd us that enconragement which they
ves0 gencrously given nus in the past.

o

WHAT TRUTH SAYS.

Those young people of both sexes who
Pelight (much to the disgast of the letter-
panriers) in scnding onc another missives,
timental or otherwise on or about the
Ith of February, may not perhape be gen-
rally aware that the origin of these obsor-
nees on 8t Valentine's Day isaupposed to
b very ancient, though it Is veiled in some
obecarity. The saint himaclf, who waa »
firicat of Roine, martyred in tho third cen-

¢ placo at’this scasonof thoyear, Lo..

tary, doca not appear $o have had much to
do with the peculiar ohservances which!

yord the fact, {accidental, perhaps) of his |

The following particulars are gleaned
from some remarks to be found in Mr.
Douce's INustrations of Shakespeave: ‘It
was the practico in ancicut Rome, duringa
great part of the month of I'ebruary, to
celebrate the Lupercalia, which were feasts
in honor of Pan and Juno, whence the lat.
ter deity was named Februata, Februalis,
and Februalla, On this occasion, amidst a
varicety of ceremonices, the names of young
women were put into a box from which they
were drawa by the men as chance directed.
The pastors of the carly Christiun church,
wlo, by every possiblo mncans, cadeavored
to eradicate the vestiges of pagan superati-
tions and chiefly by some commutation of
their forms, substituted, in the present in.
stance, the names of particilar saints in.
stead of those of the women;: and as
the festival ot  the Luparcalia  had
comrenced about the middle of Febra.
dry, they appear to have chosen $t. Valen-
tine’s Day, for cclebrating the new feast,
because it occurred nearly at thesame time.
1t would seem, however, that it was utter-
ly impossiblo to extirpato altogether any
ceremony to which the common people had
beea much accustomed—a fact which it
were casy to prove in tracing the origin of
various other popular superstitions.  And,
accordingly, the outline of the ancient cere-
monics was preserved, but modified by somo
adaptation to the Christiansystem, Itis
reasonable to suppose 1’ at the above prac-
tice of choosing mates would gradually be.
come reciprocal in the sexes and that all
persons 80 chosen would be called Valen-
tiacs, from the day on which the ceremony
took place.”

The Rev. Alhan Batler, the compiler of
the ** Lives of the Saints,¥ agrees with Mr.
Doucc in the grenter part of his remarks.
The festival nowadays scems to be much
degencrated, the only obscrvance of any note
consisting merely of tho sending of senti-
mental, jocular or satirical missives to par-
ties whom the senders wish cither to reccive
such testimony of their regard or to *“ quiz”
In nany cases the designs of the scndern are
more reprehensible, being ovidently to hurt
the feclinga of the recipicnts of the ““valen-
tine,” This, with tho chronicling in the
newspapers of the number of letters passing
through the post office on the 14th of Febru.
ary, is nearly tho whole extant of the ob-
servances now peculiar to St. Valentine's
day.

At no very renote period it was very
different, and, accordiug to Misson, a learns
ol tiarcller in the carly part of the cight.
centh century, the cercnonial obzervance
in England and Seotland bore a strongerre:
wemblanee to that mentioned by Doucs in
the passage already quoted.  These nre the
words of Misson : ** On the eve of St. Valen-
tine's Day the young folks, an cqual num.
ber of bachclors and naids, get together s
cach writcs their nane, cither truaar feigoced,
upon separte Lillets, which they  roll
np and draw by way of lots, the waids tak-
ing the men's billets snd the men thoxe of

day being waed for the purpases,

4 1he maidy, o thag eael of the young men

lights npon a girl that he calls his ralentine,
amnd each of the girls upon a young man
whom she calls hers, Fortune having thus
divided the company into 80 many couplcs,
the valentines wear their hillets severaldays
upon their bosoms or sleeves, and this little
apost often ends in love."”

So much for our obscrvances, suchasthey
ave, of St. Valentiue's Day, and which ob-
servancen, like many others of old time cus-
toms, arc gradually growing less and
less,

Onc Lody of men at least will be thankful
when St Valeatines day is observed no
longer, and that is the letter-carriers, who
fail to fco any sentiment or fun whatevet it
heing compelled to drag througls the streots
a heavy hag of missives containing the love-
lora sighings of amorous swains, and the
nousensical yokes of would-be ¢ funny peo-
ple.”

A civil word is the cheapest thing in the
w‘s‘ld, ond yet it is a thing which the young
ad happy rarcly givo to their fancied in-
feriors. Sce the effoct of :ivility on a rough
Tittle street boy! Theother evening a young
lady turned astroct corner abruptly and
ran against & boy who was small and rag.
ged and freckled.  Stopping as soon ag she
could, she turned to him and said, I beg
your pardon, indeed, I am very sorry.* The
amall, ragged, and frockled boy looked up
in blank amazement for a moment, then
“taking off about threo quarters of a cap, he
 howed very low, smiled until his face be.
cane lost in the amile and and answered.
“Yer can hevmy parding an’ welcomo
Miss, an’ yer may run agin me an* knock
me cleau downan’ I won't say o~ word.” Af.
ter tho young lady passed on he turned to
a comrade aud said, half apologetically, 1
never had anyone to ask my parding, and it
kind o' took me off my feet,

Sicilian conrtship differs from the Cana.
dian article in some material points, When
conditions are cqual and there arc no ob.
jeetions to the desired matriage, tha mother
of the young man takes the thing in hand,
Shic kuaws that her son wants to marry be.
cause lio is anllen, wude, silent, vontradic
to yand fault-finding: hevauss layt Saturday
night he hitched up the assto  the hook in
the lense well instead of stabling it wslie
onght; and himsclf jussed the night ont of
doory, or hecause~-inone place inNidily  ho
xat on tho chiest, kickel his heels and
stamped his feet, 50 that hisparents heaving
the nviso might know that ke was disturlsd
in his mind aund wanted Lo marry as soon ag
eonveniend.  ‘Then the sother knows what
is Lefore, hier and accepls her duticsasa
good woman shonbl. (e dresses herself a
little smartly and goes to the house of the
Nina or Rota with whom her son lias fallen
in lovo to see what tho gitl is like whien at
home, el o find out the dower likely tobe
given with hier.  She hidesunder her shawl
A waaver's comb, which, as soon as sheis

teated aho hringe out, uxking the girl's moth

if she can lend her one like it.  The lat-
ter unswors that she will luok for one, and
will do all that she can to meet her visitor's
wishes. Nhe then sends the daughter into
anather roowm and the two begin the serions
busineas of means and dowry, In the olden
times the girl who dild not know how to
weave tho thread she had already spun had
bef ore her a very small chance of finding &
hushand, howsnever great her ‘charms or
virtues. In M dica the young man s mother
er scts a hroam against the girl’s houso dooy
at night, which does the same as the
weaver's comb elsewhere 3 and if all other
things suit the young people are betrothed
the following Saturday.  After they are be-
trathed the girl's mother goes to a church
some distance from hes own home, wherd
she stands behind tha daor, and according
to the words said by the tirst persoos who
paes through foretells the happiness or the
unhappiness of the marriags sa, on foot,
The inventory of the girl's posscssions—
chiclly hous* and boly liaen is made by
public writer, and always hegins with an in-
vocatinn to “Giesn. Muria, Giusepps"—the
Holy family It is sent ta the bridegroom
clect wrapped in a hawlkerchicf  1f con.
sidered satisfactory it is kept, if unsatisfac.
tory it is returnced.  If ancepted as suffici-
ent thero isa solemn enn~lava of the pa-
rents and  kinsfolks of the two houses, and
the marriage ceremony in ducti ne and form
follows,

On opening a head of cabbago the other
day, the cook of a hotel in Toronto found a
document that the world would comoe to an
end towarnds the end of next weck. We have
always had the profoundest respect for tho
superior ntelligence of the calluge kead bhut
wo shall goon aceumulating great thoughts
fu our next editorial just the same.

It is observed that when the Nihilists of
Russia or the Anarchists of Prussia desire
to cxpress their ciphatic disapproval of the
systems of government iy vogue in their re-
spective countries, they makea direct as.
sault upon a Caar, assassinate & Police
Clacf or plot to blow upan Emperor. Tho
fricmds of Ireland who are trying to terri.
fy the Fuglish government by sctting oft
dypamite ander railway trains in London,
and getimg ap explasions in places frejucat-
cd by women and children, caunot hiope to
gain the vespect of the clvilized world, A
explosion in the “Tower of Jandon any d7y
of tho week would e mo-e likely to kill
Amcricans than  Englishmen, “The resi.
Jdents of Londondo not visit the Tower, It
18 2 place of saered interest to Continental
anl American visitors, 1€ the dymaniters
have & polnt to make in seeretly kKilling the
represertatives of fancied British tyranny,
they should direct their aperations against
people who have assamed pesponsibilitics.

- e —

When it becatie kuown that O'Donovan
Ressa had been shot, and when the report
apread that the wound had proved fatal,
Inrge winber of good and loyal people
heaved .« righ of pelief amd vomarked, “Tha




