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j ovcry enitreaty,-peoplc reject thc word, and continue dead

in trespasses and silns. Wc caiiiot explain whly i other
jcases,-witli every possible diliculty, and with. no encour-
atgk'înCft,-peolple are borra agaili, and bjecoine docided
Cliristians. MVe caninot define the manner ia whiclh tle

j Spirit of God conveys life to a soul, and the exact proccss
1by whicli a believer receives a ncw nature. Ail these arc
bidden things te us. Wc sec certaiti resuits, but we eau go
no farthcr. Il The -%ind blewethi whcire it listeth, and thou
hcarest the souund thercef, but canSt net tell whencc it

icotnetlï, aîîd whither it geethi se is cvery one that is born
of the Spirit.,, (Johni iii. 10.)

Lot us mark this triith also, f'or it is deeply instructive.-
It is in mnbitg, ne douibt, te mnisters and teachers of others.

1 h igis abiiîities, the inost pewcerful prcacing, the niost
dliligenit wvork-iig, cannot cerniaid success. God a-onecean
nive life. But it is a truith at the saie tine which supplies
an admiirable antidote te over-carefuilness and despendency.
Our principal ivork is te sew the sced. Timat donc, we nîay
wait withi faith anid patience for the result. Il \e niay sloopi,

j * and risc n.ýght and day,"1 and leave eur werk wvitli the Lord.
lIe alene cane and, if Hie thinks fit, Ile will give success.
1 Ve arc tauglit, th irdly, that, as in the growtlî of cerni, se
iii the werk of grace, life ,uaiifcsts ilself gradually.

Tiiere is a truce proverbe m-hichi says, ".Nature dees nethingc
at a beund." The ripe car ef wheat dees net appear at
enice, as seen as the sccd buirsts ferth inte life. The plant
gees through many stages, before it arrives at perfection,-
Il first the blade, then the car, then tic fiiîl cerin the Ucear."
But iii ail these stages eue great thing is truc about it,-
cveîi a t its wveakest, it is a living plant.

j The werk of grace, in like manner, gees on iii the hecart
by dogrees. The chidren of Ged are net berui perfect in
fanth, er hope, or knewlIedge, or experience. Tlieir begyin-
niing is generally si day ef small things.'l Tlîey sec in part
tileir ewa sinfuilness, and Olu'ist's fulness, and thîe beauty of
heliness. But for aIl tlîat, the wveakest chiid in Ged's farnily
is a truc child of God. Withi aIl lus weakness and inflrnîity

ilic is alive. The secd of grace lias cerne up in bis licart,
theugli at present it bc only in the blade. Uce is Ilalive

ifrein the eead." And the wisc mnan says, "la living dog is
botter than a dead lion." (Ecles. ix. 4.)--Ryle'-xoslr
Tiîougmts. ~Bys1r


