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with the time camé the man. Knox went fromn Edinburgh to Stirlinig and
preached a'sermon on idolatiy, that set the " rascal multitude" a, lie caled
them on au errand of destruction, which was not accoiplished till images,
and crosses, altars and shrines, ani even monasteries lay in ris, In St.
Andrew's even, the iame scenes, althogih enacted in a more orei ly manner,
took place. Now came the second covenant and the contest betweent the
Queen Regent and the Lords of the Congregation. In 1>00 a measure of
peace was-restored, and Knox, with live other Johns- Douglas, Row, Spots-
wood, Willock, and Wintam--drew up the Scottish Confession of Faith,
agreeing in substance with those of the Reforimed Churches of the Continent.
Knox, who thus laid the foundation of religions liberty, had also enunciated
the important principle of civil liber'ty, " tlat the poLi e of rulers is limited
by reason and Scriptume, and thtat they may he deprived of it upon valid
arounds." Iniuediately after the Scttih Parlianunt had adopted the
Ôonfession, the fir-,t Geieral Assenldy of the Kirk of Scotland was held.
Il regard to all that was done for the doctrine and governmtent of the
Churcli, John Row, one of the comîpilers of the Confession, says, " The
minilters that were, took not tieir pattern fron any Kirk in the world, no,
not fron Geneva itself ; but, laý ing God's Word before them, made refor-
mation according thereunto, both iii doctiine first and then in discipline,
when and as they maigit get it ctaken." This was truc of the Book of
Dis.ipline as well as uf tLite Confession. In that book we find the founda-
tion of the great educational sybtemiÀ of Scotland, for it provides that a school
shall be erected in everv parisi and a college in every notable town.

In 1561 the yountg Quntii Maiy left France and caine to rule in Scotland.
A short tiie aft r lier atri al su t for Kntox, who liat been appointed
minister iii Edinbuigh, and hiad a conference vith him on the tuties of
subjects, in which Knox, w ith all cuurtesy, iaintained every step lie had
taken for civil and ligious librtv. le liadi harder work witi the courtiers
wio profesed attachent-t tu tlie heformation, but madie simlll provision for
tlie wants of the infant Churli. Another titne lie appeared before the
angrv Queen to'anuver to lie chaige of' having preached a sermon against
lier., I vindication of himtself, le miade her Majedty listen to the first
Protestant biscourse she lad evv r heard, and, retiring fromt lier presence,
answered to the Popîisht attendaiits who said wonleringly, " lie is not
afraid !"-"Why should the pleasing lace of agentlewoman affray me? I have
looked in the faces of nany angry mnc, and yet have nu been affrayed above
measure." After mîany such conferences, Mary at length found a handle
of accusation against Iii in his circular caling an assebly of' the Pro-
testant Estates in 1563, and for thii he w-as tried as an act of treason. Had
the prosecution succeuted it w ould have goie iard with the reformation in
Scotland. Happily the great reloî nter ias acquitted Yet many slanders
and acts of opposition on the part of pr- fesset fi iends of the truth laid a
heavy cross upon his shouldets. Theie was little of unelouded sunshine in
Knox's life. He needed and received mnucli inîward strengti to bear up
under his heavy responsibilities and trials.

In 1566 occurred the assassination of Mary's favourite, Rizzio-which
Knox reprobated-and the birti of a Prince, afteiwards James.the Sixth..
Knox obtained permisioi front the Assemnbly tu visit England, and made
an unavailing effort to obtain religious liberty for the Puritan party in that
Kingdon. Il 1567, after the Queen had been compelled tu flee and resign
the goverament, lie preacled a sermon at the eoronation of the infant James,
and andther at the opening of the parliament. In February, 1570, lie was,


