
ORIOINÂL CONTRIUPMONS.

For our coenplete euancipation froni thie dreadful evila of those
clark days of surgery and for no simali part of the remarkable advane
made also in the doiain of the ph 'ysician, we are indehted to the l11e
and w<>rk of that great niatn, Lord Lister, who died only ast, Fehrîiary,
and whose eareer ia-s sincee been eommnemorateýd as the hoast and the
hlesaing of our professioil in every (,ivilized land and nowhere more
heartily and wvarmily than ini titis city of Toronto. 0reat in char-
aeter, as -well île in aelhievernent, lie will ever remiain an exemplar for
ail of us;- and I feel inclined t'o suggest to you one or two lessons-
we have no tixue for more-to be derived f rom fw,cts,, les.qons whieit nay
hiavespecial interest for you now and xnay be of value hereafter. And
firnt, 1 shouid li*ke to recali aind to relate to you a li'ttle ehapter of
znedical history, whieh concerna hint and mue:t always be of interest to
evory teacher ..nd student of elinical medio.ine, surgery and ii-
wifery.

1 have indicat-ed to you the awful miortality wii ccuired in
murgical hospitals at thte tinte of whieh I have be-en speakinig. Equally
appalling waas that to be miet with in ail maternity charities. At lesat
one other titan Lister w-as worl<ing actively aud earniestly, althoughzl in
a vsry different direction, with a view, if possible, of furnisihing al
remedyr. 1 refer te, the Ia.te Sir James Siimpson, the celebrated P>ro-
fesser of Obstetries in the UJniversity of Edinhurgit.

le bad been long struck by thte great materual mortaility thien
prevalent autong te patients of thte lying-iu hospitals, as eomtpared
witit that which obtlained in te case of woxnen delivered in their owu
hoee, aud knowiug how analogous were te circums--taneeýs of te
newly-emptied uterus with that of te newly-iuflieted wound, aud how
,similar were the dangerous sud often fatal sequelae of eseit, hie w-8.
prepared to id a littie disproportion between the number of deaVts
of those operated ou iu private practice aud tho&e treated ini what he
spo&e of as "palatial hospitals." Lt wua the unfavorable enviroument,
Sixerefore, of the patient whiieh he regarded as te real cause of dis-
aster, snd it iwas te practice of eollecting together mauy -wounided
pesons lunder oue roof of which he set himnself, witit all hie accus-
tomed energy, fie den-ounce, and, if posible, to alter aud sapermede.
He wrote and spoke ou te subject wtthet frequeucy and force of sn
ear-nest agitator, 80 that mucit atention was aroused~ by bis views sud
not a few influential couverts adopted his ereed. In a pamphlet en-
tit'ed "On Our Existing Systent of Hospitalisai. and Its Effeet;" he
wrcte as fello'ws:

"'Above twonty years ago in speaking of the effeets and evils of
our large hop-as-uthese hospitals are at present eonstrueted-I
too occasion to remark: 'There are fe-w or no eireulnstanees whicit


