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whIe it is indeed many times a God-
send, I would deprecate most strongly
the routine practice of employing anæes-
theties in every case, as I an persuaded
that the tendency is to retard labor even
when confined to what is called obstetri-
col aniesthesia or analgesia, and when
pushed beyond that, to produce stupor,
it nay even suspend uterine actioic ; and
bas provoked igrave symptoms, though
I believe there iS only one case on
record where death lias occurred under
chlorofori in labor.

There seems to have been sone years
ago a great diversity of opinion as to the
propriety of using anestheties in labor,
but with that we have nothing to do at
the present day. The use of chlorofori
has come to stay, and t.he question now
is, under what circuimstances and to
what extent shall it be eniployed ? As
regards the circumstances, no hard and
fast rule can be laid down except the
general one of being assured that it is
for the patient's benefît. I would use
clhloroformi where the pains are remittent
rather than.intermittent; and in these
it gives the patient a clear interval of
comparative ease, thus allowing a chance
for recuperatioi. Where there is ex-
cessive suffering, hunanity would proiipt
us to enploy somte means to aleviate
this, and in this case I would administer
chloroformn to the extent of blunting
their sensations, though here I may
suggest that the amont of pain or con-
traction is not a gauge of the severity
of the suffering, and each case iust be
decided on its merits.

The objection that I urge against the
iindiscrimiiinate use is under sonie cir-
cumnstan2es, the very reason why it
should be used ; that is in primiparae,
where stray forcing pains are pressing
the head against a -firm perineum.
Here we want to retard-labor to give the
tissues tiie for relaxation, and I think
that nothing vill do this so satisfactorily
as chlorofrni vhen pushed to the ex-
tent of producing complete unconscious-
ness. Iiinstrumental labor I do not find
chloroform indicated in every case. In
nany I should consider it unadvisable

to use. In eelamupsia I suppose it ý will
be one of the first things to be thought
of and used freely, or its place nay be-
taken by chloral.

One other subject I wish to touch
upon as I an aiming to iuerely refer to
a few matters, not to treat them exhaus-
tively.

It was not to be expected that ob-
stetries should escape the general anti-
septic fever ; and perhaps the history of
the movement produces the strangest-
evidence of the wisdom of "making
haste slowly," in the adoption of every
new thing that imay be proposed in con-
nection with our .-vork as accoucheurs.
Like surgery it passed 'through the-
cycle of carbolic acid injections and
carbolic spray to be , followed by the-
period, of corrosive sublimnate injections,
this in turn giving place to the more
rational plan of applying the antiseptic
where it is most needed, viz., tothe atten-
dantsinstead ofthepatient. Thevirtues'of
the latter method being that it insured
cleanliness and'could do no harni, while-
in the former the frequent occurrence
of poisoning from the absorption of the
agent used whether carbolic acid or-
bichlorides in a short time made its
mnost earnest advocates glad to retrace-
their steps until we find the, present
status of -antisepsis in mnidwifery to
be sunmmed up by Lusk, of New York,
as follows "The use of the vaginal
douche in child-hed as a routine practice
is now happily a thing of the past, and
again he says: " My own opinion is
that the intra-uterine douche in child-bed
is not indicated except where there lias
been slovenly help rendered by the
attendant at the tinie of child-birth."

For myself I think that where the
douche is used it should be sinply for-
the purpose of flushing the uterus and
removing any offending substance as.
blood-clots or fragments of iuembrane;
and for this -I should use plain ivater
boiled, and allowed to cool fo the proper
temperature.

Thmere ,is no doubt that the antiseptie
movement has donc good in spite -of
the excesses to which it lias been carried,;
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