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an inch above the nîeedles ; the vounid is closed in the uîsual way
and the stump dressed with perchloride of iron. Mr. Tait says
it takes less time to perforin the operation than it doces tu descrihe
it, and that any inexperienced young practitioner cai perform it
successfully il' thel patient las nLot been nauled about by ineffc-
tual atteml)ts to deliver, and tlat its muortality will not excecd
that of ovariotomy.

TIe Mortality of Abdominal Secton.-At a late meeting of
the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, Mr. W. A. Mere-
ditli (Lancet, October 27, 1888) read aI paper, the purpose of
whiclh was to draw attention to certain points aliecting the prôsent
death-rate after abdominnal section, and with this view operationis
for ovarian growths were choîen, as bcing to some extenit repre-
sentative of the entire subject under consideration. As a basis
for the inquiry, the results of the author's own work ii this con-
nection, amounting to 1 26 operations, were examined with regard
to the chief causes influncing the mortality, spècial reference
being made to tie ten deaths which occurred in the series of 104
completed ovariotomies. Ail thu operations were performned
vith strict antiseptic precautions, including the use of the car-
bolized spray. He was now less inciined than flornmcrly to look
upon the latter as an absolute essential to the safeguards of anti-
septic abdominal surgery, but he still corsidered il valuable as
the most convenient and effectual means of antiseptic irrigation
at our disposal wihen dealing with the peritoneal cavity. Botlh
ovaries were removed m seventeen cases, two of which termin-
ated fatally, but in neither instance was the resuilt in any ivay
attributable to the removal of the second ovary. Complote
enucleation was performed in five cases, all successfuil, the re-
sulting rent in the broad ligament being closed by means of a
continnous silk suture. le advocated the use of the drainage
tube in ail cases of ruptured or inflamed cysts, in any case in
vhich irritating or septie fluid had escaped into the peritoneum,

in ail operations complicated by serious injury to bowel or urin-
ary bladder, in every instance in which wmasliing out had been
resorted to, and in ail cases of severe operation in middle-aged
or elderly women. For washing ont the peritoneum, wliere
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