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Ever since the abanidoniment, not so many years ago, of a hopeless
prognosis iii the imajority of tuberculous af'ections, and the accept.ance
of the fact, now abundantly demonstrated, that tubereilosis is a disease,
which il its incipient stage at least tends under favouring conditions
to subside spontaneously or to become arrested in its evolution, the ef-
forts of the profession have been coistaintly directed towards the im-

proveien t and extension of methods of diagnosis, wlereby tuberculisa-
lion of tle humain subject might more speedily bo letected.

We owe mnuc*h to the morbid-anatomi st aind the bacteriologist for this
sallutairV chinge of Opiliol. The former, in the dead-house, pointed out
Ihe frequency of healed tuberculous processes in the bodies of individ-
uials w-ho had died of other diseases, the latter discovered the specifie
agent that proved the infective nature of tubercIosis, and in subsecuent
investigations carried on witlh the greatest perseverance brought for-
ward a mass of knowledge concerning uthe chemistry and biology of the
haeillus tuberculosis, which has been of the greatest value il the diag-
nosis, prophvlaxis and rational treatmnent of tuberculous infection in
man and the lower animals.

The dicoverv of the bacillus tuberculosis aind of tuberculin are cer-
iainly apo e iii the history of our knowledge of tuberculosis.

\itha more hoefl lview of tuberculosis is necessardilyassociated:its
early rec6ógiition, for it, can never be too often rêpeatedà that the earlier
the disease is recognised tihe greater is the prospect of cure or, at any

*.Being a contributio'n -to a discussion on the. " Prevention and (Jure of Tuber-
culosis," at the Montreal Medico.Chirurgical Society, 17th April, 1899.


