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Ever since the abandonment, not so many years ago, of a hopeless
prognosis in the majority of tuberculous affections, and the acceptance
of the fact, now abundantly demonstrated, that tuberculosis is a disease,
which in its incipient stage at least tends under favouring conditions
to suhside spontaneously or to become arrested in its evolution, the of-
forts of the profession have been constantly direcied towards the im-
provement and extension of methods of diagnosis, whereby tuberculisa-
tion of the human subject might more speedily be detected.

We owe much to the morbid-anatomizt and the bacteriologist for this
salutaty change of opinion. The former, in the dead-house, pointed out
the frequency of healed tuberculous processes in the bodies of individ-
vals who had died of other discases, the latter discovered the specific
agent that proved the infective nature of tuberculesis, and in subsequent
investigations carried on with the greatest perseverance brought for-
ward a mass of knowledge concerning the chemistry and bmlugy ol the
hacillug {uberculosis, which has heen of the greatest value in the diag-
nosis, prophylaxis and rational treatment of tubereulous infection in
man and the lower animals.

The discovery of the bacillus tubereulosis and of tubereulin are cer-
tainly epoch-making in the history of our knowledge of tuherculosis.

Wxth a more hopoful view of tuberculow is neceqefm]y aswcnatnd fits
early, recognition, for it can never he- too often répeated that the e.u]ner
the dxseaﬂc is recogmised the greater is the prospeet of cuare or,. at any

* Being a contnbuuon to a discussion on the. ‘ Prevention and Cure of Tuber-

culosis,” at the Montreal Mednco-Chnmrgical Society, 17th April, 1899.
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