
To the E dito r.
version of the world. If' you wouid h
bear a part lu the great enterprise of i
overturning the empire of Satan and t
reýnovating the earth, now is your 1
trne. If you -%vould rescue your a
ciildren, or your parents, your t
brothers, or your sisters, or your t
couipanions, frouxi final muin, nowv or i
neyer is your tine. If you %vouldf
assuage the torrents of hiuman tears- a
if you would liglîten the burden of t
iuuaian woe-if you would dIo any c
uiig to ineliorate the condition of t
this miserable world, aivake, and doî
it nowv, or uuever, for soon your con-1
nection wvit1î the thîags of tuiie Nvill r
be (iissolved. W. T. <
-New Y'or/ Evangelist. s

To the Editor.

I have oftcn notieed and lanicnted, 1
bothin others and myseit; the exis-
tence of the evii poinited out la the
followiag passage. kt is cxtractcd i
froin a small volume of verv lim-i
portant "lHINTS On the Regulation
of Christian Churclies, &c., hy the
ReV. C. STOVEL," pastor of the Bnp-
tist Church la Little Preseott Street,
London, for niany years the scene of
thie labours of the venerable ABiiA-
nAMN BooTur.

The writer is complnining of the
reissness and indolence wihpre-
v'ent the greater part of the hiearers,
and even nienbers of churches, froni
rcceiving the benefit they mighit froin
the services of the saactuary. H-e
cails it "lan indolent aversion to
sqtudy," usiag, the last word in its niost
cxtended sense, and speaks of it lu
these ternis.

"cLt arises partly from a bad state
of heart, but ehiefly froin a aiistaken
view of Christian ordinances. Ia
this respect the members of our
chiurehes oftea resenible those sons of
great mea for Nvhoni the best instruc-
tion bas been providled ;and who,
therefore, feel that they are raised
above ail personal exertions. This

itotally wroag ; ail the use of tutors
sto awaken and to, direct exertion :
bey en neyer be a substîtute for it.
t is the saine xvitl Chîristin ordin-
nces. They nay serve to call forth
lie etiergy of the people, and to direct
hein %vhen properly awakened; but
f they ure regarded as a substitute
O:' îîrsonal activ'ity, they xvilI infliet
nf injury where they ;vere intended
o confer a benefit. la the nature
f things it is not possible that aPas-
or, with all the ndvantagce of deacoas
Lnd ordinances, could ever make a
icople wiseuto salvation. who, used
io diligence in studying the wvord of
.jot for theniselves. Nom wîll this
tiffice alone; the nian who wishes
o profit by the word, must carefully

~tkdy his owa heart. Lt is for want
ýf this that sermnons are often dis-
iked and ridicuiled; the ordinances
uniuîfluential the fellowsipl of the
clhurchi unprofitable; prayer itself un-
ntercstingr; and, finally, the ministry
s forsaken. La ail the process there
%vas a claînorous coniplaint, of barren-
ness, but no labour wvns speat la the
hiusbandry of the soul. It is acces-
sary for such to know, that this Royal
rond to religious conifort and improve-
ment, if ever it ivas open to mortals
upon eardh, lias for a long time been
shuut up. None are allowed to pass
by that way into heavea now. Lt is
useless to expeet too mauch from.
miaisters; their services, however
faithful, en never relieve the people
froni the nccessity of studious appli-
cation. This is ordained to be an
attendant on ail ordinances of what-
ever kind. This beiag forgotten,
their utility is lost, tlieir saactity is
<lespised, tIre officers becorne grieved
and insnltcd, and thence, as from, a
fountain, streanis of evil fiow lato the
ch urches,."

Let ail who read these hints ponder
themn welI. To those who need them,
not, if there be any snch, they wiil do
no han; and those to, whoin they
are applicable nîay and ouglit to tun

183


