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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

THE PROTECTIONISTS AND THE COLONIES.
(From the Manrhester Guardian) .

As the muccess of the Corn Law becomes more and more certain.
all parties turn their attention to the discussion upon the New Tariff Bill-
whith must iminedintely succeed the Com Bill.  Cannda and Canadian
interests seem the chosen ground on which this battle is to be fought.
Lord George Bentinck, and his able colleagues in opposition, Mr, D'Is-
taeli, and Mr. Peter Borthwick, have done their best in Parliament to pre-
pare for the onslaught; while their untiring ally out of doors, Mr. Isanc
Buchanan, by means of slips from the Scottieh Reformers’ Gazette, con-
tinues to inundate the country with the most extraordinary tirades
against free-trade.  The last production of this persevering gentleman,
which hus reached us, is a letter addressed to the Vice-Premdent of the
Board of Trade, at Hawilton, in Upper Canada. We have carefully
peruscd this letter, in the hope of discovering some argument or fact,
which would either defend the views of his party, or call from us a refu-
tation. 'The document presents neither the one nor the other. There
are twe things, and only two, which we can distinctly draw from it:
the one, an asscrtion, which, from its frequent repetition by this gentle-
man, we must suppose he, at lenst, believes ; the other, a plain and wel-
come fact. The first is, that the free-trade apostacics of this country will
be punished by the loss of its Amenican colonies. In this gentlen an'’s
first letters, this was put forward guardedly, ns a consequence to be fear-
ed ; but, gradually, he has become stronger and stronger in the assertion,
tili at last he speaks of 1t as he woulll of the sun rising on the morrow—ns
& matter of unquestionable and adutted occurrence.  le speaks of the
time * when Canada islost to the empire,” asother men speak of the ar-
rival of Chrnsimas.  The fact which Mr. Buchanan teils us in this leiter
is, that *¢ the Unued States ‘Tranaut Bill, allowing Upper Canada to send
" ber flour to England, via New York,in bond, is an immense boon to you.
You will save a dollar per barret of the immense expense of transport hi-
therto incurred via Montreal.” But, unhappily, a protectionist never re-
cognises a hoon 1o one interest, that is not a curae to some other.  Hehas
no conception of that grest principle which unites all interests in one aud
the same wise and jus: courge. Mr. Buchanan describes the new privie
lege given to the Conadan farmer, by securng 8 direct and cheaper
transit for his flour, and justly describes it 2o, ' as a great boon” But
what are the nextwords!  ** This is a great blow 10 English shipping.”
Now, really, we must, in the nawe of the British shipowner, who has
proved himself capable of withstanding all competition, protest against this
inference which is constantly put forth by Mr. Buchanan's class, that he
can only prosper by means whuh are alike disadvantageous to the great
mass of consumers at iome, and to the producers in the colonies.

But Mr. Buchnrnan's resterated calls upon the Canadinn colonies to re-
volt, are answered somewhat in the same spirit asthe Duke of Richmond
isanswered by the farmers of England, when he calls for a panie.  ‘The
sccounts received frem Canada this week, eahibit ag little symptom of
revolt as does the increasing competition 10 take farms at home, shew the
existence of panic.  The piotectionusis call equally sn vain 10 the timber
dealers in Canadn, and 10 the wkent growers in England, for a sign.
They are answered only Ly a more than usual contentment and satisfac-
tion with the policy of the Government.  ‘This may be provoking ; but it
is one of the sad moruficat:ons to which patiiots like Mr. Buchanan
must be ever exposed, that men willnot lash themselves into a rage atthe
bidding of any ane, when they are prosperous and successful,

Nor enn it be a nuntter of surprise that this new ground chosen by Lord
George Pentinck should prove asunpronusing as those from which he hias
already been obliged 1o retreat.  If there 18 one branch of Briush com-
merce or colonial mduary which has heen more bencfited than another
by the free-trade policy of Sir Rober  Peel, it has been the timber trnde
of Canada. In tlus case, 1118 not by any mere inference, gmbered from
the gencral siatstics of the country, that we trace the benefits of our
comniercial and fiscal reforms.  They are striking and palpable facts,
casily recognized by every person duectly or indircctly interested in the
timber trade, from 1he back-woodsman to the merchant in London or Li-
verpool. The bunefit toCanada has been a distinet and undeniable reality.
In 1832, the duty upon Canada tinber was reduced from ten skillings to
one shilling the load. At the same time the duty upon foreign timber
was reduced from ffty-fice shillu.gs to twenty-five shillings the load.
As the law stoad formerly, colomal timber had the apparent advantage of
= diffcrential duty in 1a favour of no less than forty-five shillinge
the load.  As the'law was then altered that advantage was reduced,
under the new seale of duties, 10 twenty-four shillings the load. As
usunl, it wns then foretold that Cunada would be ruined—that the mea-
sure would be futal to our tunber trade.  What has been the result ?
Cur foreign tniber trade has, no doubt, greatly inercased, a8 must have
beenexpected.  But las the colonml trade been injured? On the con-
trary, the inercase under the modified protective duty of 1812 has been
even greater in the trade in colonial timler than in forcign timber. Let
the facts speak fur themselves, The fullowing account shews the quan-.
tities of tituher entered for consusnption in each year since 1841, embracing,
therefore, one entire year, uader the old scalc of duties, when no suspicion
existed a8 to any change:—
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A glance at these returns will at once show how much more the import
of coloninl timber has increased, during the period in question, than even
that of forergn tunber.  Nor has the change been les beneficial to our
coloninl shipping trade. The following is 8 statement shewing the
amount of British tonna e engaged in the umber trade, in each year,
since 1839, —distinguishing those employed in buy.ng cargoes from the
American colomes and forcign countries ;—
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We thus find, that notwithstanding the prognostications of ruined co-
lonies and ruined shipping, the coloninl titnber trade actuaily gives em-
ploymient to THRES HUNDRED THousaND tons of shipping more now, than
before the differential duty was reduced; and so far from prices having
been reduced to the Canadinnaby the freer introduction of foreign timber,
it isone of the chief causes of complaint, on the part of these inconsistent
advocates of restrictions, ihat the price of timber has actually risen in
bond, while thesc great reductions of duties have taken place. What,
then, do we find under this fice system? A demand for timber from
Canada fully thirty per cent lurger than before ; a higher price for the
tnrge sales than the small ohes, and three kundred thousand tons more of
shipping employed now than .n 1839, under the old highly restrictive and
proctective law.  With the experience of such results befors our Cana-
diant subjects, the oratory of the Bentinck, D’Israel, Borthwick school in
Parliament, and the persevering epistles of Mr. Isasc Buchanan in the
country, will n vain suggest to those provinces the certainty of future and
early ruin.  They have too recently recovered from what they have found
was a groundicss atarm in 1842, readily to fall again so soon iato the
same trap.  On the contrary, our fellow-countrynien in Canada begin to
stand crect in the consciousness of their own indefatigable industry, and
their power to compete wath the whole world,  Conscious of advantages
which their own skill and persevernnce secure to them, they have learned
to fear no rivalry. Lord George Bentinck may speak, and Mr. leanc
Buchanun may write © the Canadians have discovered that the advan-
tages inherent in free and untrammelled trade, far more thon compensate
any apparent privilegres wlich short-sighted restrictions conferred upon
them, to the injuty of their best and only customers.

FREE-TRADE OPINIONS IN FRANCE.
The subject of Free Trade seems to be progressing in France.
The following article on this subject, from the Journal des Dibats,
w:ll be read with feelings of intorest by every free-trader:—

% The abeolue isolation of nations, which isthe object of prohibitioniats,
isn counteracnse in the present day. Is it pence or war which exista in
Furopel Is it peace or war wiuch ought to be encouraged?  Is the
most evident probability in favour of peace or war? What is a pence in
which commerce, destined to bind nutions togeiher, is subjected to a
thousand obstacles, a thonsand delays, a thousand vexations ! Ifit isthe
mamtenance of peace that governments demand and ought to demand,
they go night agamst their objectin placing at cach frontier excessive ta-
rifls, Lihe an unsealeable wall,  Foreigner remains synonymous with
chemy, just ns 1f the canon was siill roanng, for a free-trade between two
nanons is publeely qualified as a tnbate paid to a foreign power ; in place
of becoming in the official Ianguage what it really is, & profitnble ar-
rangement for hoth parties, what is done but to excite relative to com-
merce those 1deas of hosulity nnd implaeable jealonsy, of which the po-
Irtical effects nre so jusily dreaded? It has been declared a thousand
times to the {riends of prolubition, without their being able to give it an
answer, that these absolute prohibitions, these exorbitant duties, place
everything on a wrong fooiing, and in the end injure the very persons they
were intended to protect.  Let us take, for instance, the fabrication of
linen threads and cloths by machinery.  Great Britain, in whose manu-
factorics work is done on so immense a scale, had produced a complete re-
volution in this arucle, and it was necessary to raisc ourselves to a level
with her.  Fhe principal impediinent in this iinprovement consists in the
dearmess of the epinming machines.  \What, however, is done 7 At the
moment that England permits the exportation of these machines, ntherto
prohibited. m pince of opening to them every entrance free of duty for a
periad of four or five years, which would infallibly produce the creation of
nuimerouna spimying factorics, the du'y on them, already elevated, has been
augmented 10 an extreme amonnt.  This, forsaoth, is called protecting
the nanonnl lnbour. 1t must he stated, that this most ill-judged measure
is one of those which the erators of the leagne delight in referning to most
frequenily, to prove to their nuditory to what inconsistencics the prohi-
bitive system was sure to lead.  Quite lately cven ideas of free trado,
presented with cxtreme moderation, and with due regard 10 the preju-
dices of nativns, excited a sort of disdain.  They were considered mere
Utapian schemes, young men's drenms,  Adam Smith was a madinan,
political economiste lightheads ; and in order to merit the title of 2 prac-
tieal inan, the first condition was 1o greet free trade, even in a mitigated
pointof view, with a smile.  The psctical man in commercial matters
was he who had nio fixed principle ; who had neither read nor written
anything on the subect, if not to causc a laugh against political economy.
What do practical wuen thick of the matter at present?  Is SirR. Pecl a
practical man1  Is the avowal which he has made of his old prohibitive
itlusions an crror, or the zct of & great statesman, strong in his know-
ledpe and his conviction 7 Isthe striking homage wh'ch he has rendered
to the memory of Adam Smith the enthusinsm®of vn unthivking acholar?
We Luow well that our prohibitive gentlenan will say, ¢ Oh, this;is ano-
ther Machiavellian trick of le perfide Albion.  England, which produces
everything cheaper than other nations, hns nothing to fear from the gen-
eral reduction of duties: et us not be the dupes of this ruse de guerre.




