B cscape sone great ovil,
8 ised zumie greal good, or if'l were subdued
8 by tortrro, or the fear of it, 1 might bo a
§ hypocrite, and say I belivved what I knew
& 10 bo false ; but th confession of' such be-
i lief would be alie, as well as the proposi-
& 1ion to o Uelioved.

§ nual revolation,
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ki1 thereby [ conld come to much honor, or
IfI were prom-

Galileo had demonstrated the sublime

j truth that the sun is the centro of our sys-

tem, round a¢hich the earth moves in an-
The church required
him to deny this,and to call it a “damnable

& -error.”  The promise of security, tho fear

of tho inquisition, and dread of tho torture,

8 nado Galileo a hypocrito and aliar ; and
§ he knelt down, and declared that the oaxth
§ did not move.

But the faith of Galileo
was not changed ; and when ho rose from
his knezs, his soul asserted its convictions
in tho words whispered in tho ear of &
friend: “It does movo though.”

‘This shows that fear and threats make
not truth false, but men only—shows that
we believe, not what we please, but what
wo must ; not what will bring us gain on-
ly, but what will bring peril and suffering;
which, however -dreaded, cannot change
the nature of truth or the soul.

True religion, knowing this, does not
seok the faith of itsfollowers in this way,
through threats, and terrors, and denuncin-
tions of horrible torments. For it sees
clearly.

Lirst:  That these serve only to make
-cowards and hypo:rites. But God would
not do this ; and religion, to be true, must
‘heof God’s mind, and aim with Ilim to
make the soul brave cund [ree, pure nnd
truthful.

Second.  Thatif men are called upon
to believe only what is true, it has no need
10 resort {o these means. Al trath is in

~chord with the soul; and therefore, it is
only necessary that the truth siionld be
shown tobe«truth, to be of Ged, and sufli-

~cient proof of this presented, and the soul
will believe of itself, without compulsion,
and rejoice in believing; for the truth is
its life and breath, its strength and growth.
Henco 'he earthquake and the thunder,
yawning gulfs antdl endless fires, arc un-

- called for, out of place, and wholly useless

in respect to the soul and. it belief of what
istrue ; and are never employed by any
religion coming from God, who is Maker

- of the soul.  Such religion spends its time,

not in threats, but in demonstration and
-persuasion.

‘On the other hand, oll filse religions, as
if conscious of their falsehood, and ignor-
antof the spiritual nature of man, begin
and proceed upon the ground of compul-
sion ; and thereby prove themselves false.
Satisfied, it would seem,that the gods which
they announce, and the dodtrines which
they teach, sre at discord with the better
and divine nature of man, opposed to his
highestlove and holiest aspirations ; they
seek to terrify him into a reluctant belief]
and, at least, an outward obedience.—
Hence Paganism, with its vile and mons-
trous gods, and its foul abominations, must
have also to get them accepted, its fiery
Phlegethion, its three hended Cerebus, dts
snake-haired Furics, and all the other ec-
companiments of “horror and torment-—
Henco also Calvinism, with its awful -and
cruel god, its savago and revoiting decrees,
and other terrible and absurd features,
must have also, to get for these any sha-

1

ful devil, its tremenduous liol, its shocking
and endless tortures, as the penalty of un-
beliel and contempt. All these arc the
neeessary  accompaniments of orror or
falso doctrino, whatever its age or name.
Without theso the deformed monster would
have died atits birth, or at most after a
few convulsive breathings. These giveit
a temporary life ; because, through fear of
them, the trembling muititude hesitate to
approach and Iny violent hands onit. It
may seize them and crush them in its
horrible embrace. M is better, they think,
to give it room, and not irritate it. I re-
peat, thereforo, these threats end terrors
are always and necessarily the accompani-
ments, or rather the results, of such reli-
gions or doctiines. Thoy are related as
causo andeffect.  Either implies the exis-
tence of the other. The threats of dovils
and toninents being given as the motive to
belief, and we can determine at once the
nature of the dnoctrines ; such as those
named, being given, we carf prelict with
unfading Tcortainty, that the threats and
terrors follow.

Wholly unlike to, and in direct contrast
with all this, the Christianity of Christ
comnes to the soul with its spirit God, the
thd Universal Father, loving all with a
never-wearying affection ; with its wise
and beneficent government, its parental
chustisements, and needful discipline § with
its divine life of virtuo nnd goodness, and
the beauty and the worth of it; with its
heaven of everlasting progress in know-
ledge and purity and blessedness, of growth
evermore into the likeness and perlectness
of God, —with these glorious truths it
comes to the soul, knowing that they are
adapted to its nature and wants ; and with-
out terrors or tortures, invi‘es belief, con-
fide~t that so soon as understood and ap-
preciated, thee will be' received with joy 3
and thencelorth God and the soul be as-
one forever more!
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EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE.

Go yeunto all the world, and preach
the Gospel to every creature. e that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;
but he that believeth not shall be damned.
—Mark xei : 15-19.

We very often hear thispassage quoted
to prove endless damnation ‘or the mis-
ery of unbelievers; but does not prove
“mis 1 Letus cxaurine it. and.see. “ e
that believeth shall bosaved.’—Saved from
what 2 An endless Hell! No. TFrom
endless misery anywhere ?  No, the pas-
sage says no such thing. Saved from
-what, then? Why, what all sinners need
to be saved from, and from which Jesus
j came to save men—sin.  Thissurely is
salvation enough ; as for salvation from

in all the Book of God.

But what shall we believe, in order to
saved? Awms. The Gospel—the truth.
What isthe truth ? what-does the Gospel
requiro usto believe, that wo may be sav-
ed ; that is, with the:present salvation from
siz 1 for tho passagehas no ref¢rence at
all to the final salvation. What is the
truth, then, that we are required to beli-
eve 2  Anps. that ‘God hasgivenus etern-

allife, and that this life is in bis Son.’ Is

dow of heliefor sce_n;ing*rcspect,*its_f;i.ght-_l’ i cortain that he has given us this lifo ?

cndless torments, we read no such thing,

Yes, if John speaksthe truth, 1 John v :
10, 11. What if we doeny it? Ans.
Wo charge God with lying, the Apostlo
says. But do we not loose the promised
life if wo disboliove it? Noj; for that
would prove that it was never certainly
given or secured to us ; and-if not certain
then we can not believe it unless we cro-
ale a truth by believing, what did not
exist before,  Thiswould be an absurdity.
Because the salvation of the world is re-
quired to believe it ; and this brings a
present salvation.  If this salvation were
not sure, it would be nonsense to call up-
on.men to believe ; for then thoy might be.
lieve a lie.

Again, to give our enquiry anothor
diraction ; suppose our final salvation de.
pends on the death of Christ.  What
must the sinner believe 7 That Chyist
died to save him ? If so, he will save
him, will henot ? But do you say his
death for us is contingent on our belief of
it? Let us look at it Ile either died
forus, or he did not. Suppose he did,
shall we not be saved finally, if our salva.
tion depends on his death?  Undoubtedly
Well, if he did not, will our belief be of
any profit T will it change the felschood
ints the truth ? Certainly not. In gny
way'we may view it, then, it appears that
our final salvation can not depend on our
faith, But because the Gospdl roveals to
us the fact that-God has given us eterpal
life in his Son, we are required to believe
it, and that brings us the »resent or special
salvation.  So, then, “ho that believeth
shall be saved.”

“Fe that believeth not-shall be damned.”
! presume it is too late in the day, for any
ore to need being told that damnation
merely means condemnation ; if not, it
would be useless to argue with one who
should be carried away by the mere sound
of the word, and let his thoughts run im-
med ately into the cternal world. Damned

with what;  DEndless misery ?  This
would be an unproved assumption, Dam-

ned with what, then 2—Eternal death ?
Notiiing like this mentioned in the word -of
God. ‘The cuquiry returns — Damned
with what T Ans, With the consequences of
his sin and vubslief—the loss of the peace
and joy, and salzdti:n tha flow from a be-
liefof the truth.—Of course,the condemna-
tion here, must’be the opposite of the sal-
vation which depends on faith. 1t fthe

Gospel]-leaves the sinnezin the same con- |

duion in which it finds him, only with the
increased guilt of denymg the truth of
what God bhad promised,—a state of sin
and contlemnation. Now if the salvation
—as has been shown—then the damnation
can notbe carried into any other state of
existence. Suppose for a moment, that
the condemnation is the loss of the final
salvation ; what follows? Why, that this
salvation is not sure to us, and may he lost;
but this, Johu says, is charging God with
lying! God forbid we should do this!
‘even though all the creed and traditions of
‘menin the world be proved false. “TLet
God be true, but everyman aliar.? So
‘then we Jearn that, the condemnation is in
this life ; but, when, as Paul says,—Rom.
xi: 32—God shall have mercy on ALw ke
had concluded in unbelief, then, the damna.
tion will cometo anends Thus the passage
ds shown not to prove the doctrine of end-

“less-misory.—Star in the West,

RESIGNATION.

Resignation to tho divine government
in boreavemonts, sickness, and disappoint-
ments, ‘is a chapter in the history of the
present days which needs to bo studied to
disciplino tho mind ; or despnir will gain
the ascendancy over hopé and render the
afflicted individunl miserablo indeed. We
know from experience how much depends
upon expanded viows of the unchangeabls
loving kindness of the Deity, in nature and
providence to sustain the mind in trials,
which are unavoidable, in the wise ordina.
tion of the most High. W sco sotae per-
sons'in asick room ; lgto Harriet Marti-
noay, cherish any objoct that can minister
to their spiritual wants: The sympathy
of real friends ;—music, flowers, or any
pleasing person or thing~-will bo received
with a smile though it be through tears ;
while others will turn from them with =»
sigh, and every éffort to cheer them will
prove unavailing. How gladly would the
friends of our faith impart to such minds
the ministry of reconciliation if'it might be
received, untrammeled by doubts and fears
of God's unforgivencss of our imperfec-
tions, In acute pair: the mind has not the
ability for calm reflection, but in protracteld
complaints I have observed the contrast in
different individuals under similar circum-
stances.

Thete is nothing like the wornth and growth
of wind approximating towards the traths con-
tained in the Sacred Oracles; and espacially the
glory of the-new creation, The little child is the
mast bexatiful syoibol of spirit baptized into the
efinence ofthe Gospel purity, snd the one chosen
by our Exemplar *to illustrate its requirements.
Wisdom from above is granted to babes 1n Christ,
to behold with aserene vision that which-has been
withheld from the learned in their own conceit by
the advantages of scholastio lore. ‘Yl first re-
surrestion to spirital lifo -is ‘100 littls "hieaded 5
while the future-incoreuptible is represented us a
reward for every good word and work in this
greattheatre ofhuman thonghts aud actions..l.et
u~ follow Tho Princo of Peace from the mouztain
summit to'the sea shores and jn all his intormi.
gratious and associations wo discover the pame
self sacrificing vnd disinterested offection and
sympathy for all classes and conditiun, which he
manifested at the grave of Lazarus and forthe
widow of Naia. .

Isit notan ennobling thought, ‘that our afflic-
tiony are trausitory and are limited, whila the
germ of infinity with the “earthly templo will be
progressive and interatinable. Like the stately
treo of tho forest which was once a litt]2 acors. the
mind 15 cagiable of continued expansion o thys
mandane spliere, und sn that realm where nothe
ing will retard its advancement, st may become
lihe the Angles. ‘l'oparwke of the nature and
! perfectinn of the Seraphic -hosts, i3 our highnst
tideal ofgpiritunl participdtion, Do we 1ealize
that the tgte will come when the desert will be
| nade hike the garden ot the Lord—nnd the wise

and the iznorant Lo tanght of God. \Vith thus

faith sure and steadizsy, the believers will trinmph
in the prospect before them, and endaavor 1o sur-
s monut wany corporeal infinmities to which they

{ are sabyect, chortshing  that celestial princig le

which w di <arvive the grave, and work antfor ths
s aftheted o fie ore excecding weight of Glors.
, Univeradism leaves uo dogmasof heathenin an

its helmet nor leaves them inits wake but it scebs
;o elavete bl the doubting and scsign all the fes~
, inland unbelicving tathio will and purposes of the

Father ofhight aud tife. | Starin the West,
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WHAT SOME CHRISTIANS (1) WOULD
LIKE TO DO.

< 111 coul? beliove a3 yon say yon do } would
{ull o men of my acquaimance -al the firs: op-
poctunity 7"

The above declarction wss made by a pious ()
member of an Urthodox church, whils convers.
ing with a [riend of wnine, on the subject of Uni-
versalism. “The sawe thing in substance has
ofton boen £aid to me, and that too, by the most
strict nrofesiors,




