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5. And yet the simplicity and directness of our task also adds to its
difficulty. For it is easier to carry a child than to teach it the use of
its own feet. It is casier to do something for your neighbor than to
spur him to help himself. It is easier to feed & beggar than to induce
him to eat the bread of his own carning. It would be easier to cover
the globe with a network of schools ; to set up aprinting press in every
city and town ; to build a church for every thousand of the world™s in-
habitants. That would require only money. But the change would
be nominal and apparent only. The hidden life must be stirred to
mighty and continuous action, and that requires wisdom and patience
even more than generosity. And so the question, than which none can
be more momentous, recurs : ¢ Is there sufficient energy behind the law
whose authority binds us, whose reasonableness commands our hearty
approval, whose necessity is apparent? Is therc any good hope of
success? The task to which we are summoned is one of unparalleled
boldness, requiring the loftiest faith, the most unwearied patience, the
most untiring and generous enthusiasm. Neither Alexander, nor Casar,
nor Napoleon dreamed of such an empire as that to whose establish-
ment Jesus Christ calls us.  Is there energy adequate to the 2im?  Yen,
verily. For He who commands us to this service is He who bore our
infirmities, who died to save the race, and who rose again, fathoming
our misery and guilt, leaping from the cross and the tomb to the throne
of universal and cternal dominion. And by that sign we conquer !
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THE CONVERTS OF UGANDA.

Ix 1875, Henry M. Stanley startled the Christian world by proclaim-
ing King Mtesa's desire to have raissionary teachers come to his land,
and challenged Christendom to respond and send them to Uganda.

Under the liberal policy of Mtesa, Christianity, once planted in that
dark country, made wonder.ul strides.  Finding an open door, the
missionaries preached and taught, set up printing presses and widely
scattered the leaves of the Tree of Life.  The people began to learn to
read the New Testument in Luganda.  The storchouses and offices of
court became reading rooms : lads were found in groups engaged in
reading religious hooks, such as the Kiswahili New Testament.  ‘The
people were so glad to read, they were ready also to buy.

On March 18, 1882, the first five converts received baptism, and at
the end of 1884, there were 88 members in the native church, among
them Mtesa’s own daughter. < Rebecea™ Mugali.  Though the king
had anticipated no such result and was not ready for it, his unusual
breadth of mind and largeness of heart led him, after the first vevulsion
of feeling, to continue his policy of toleration. And so the church




