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"«We prayed and hoped that a good season w'ould thoroughly convii.a.e
themn that the power of giving~ raia belonged only to God, but fle wvhose
footsteps are ia the sea lias been pl(-asod to order it otherwise. The season
has been s0 dry as to destroy thieir corn, except a littie which happened to
be sown on ground a littie mnarshy. Notlîing, however, lias been said as to
the cause of tlue drouglit. We continue on friendly ternis with then,
tluough we have also mueli to suifer, especially frorn thieves, whvlo pester us
on ail sides."l

God chose his own methiods of bringing his servant into favor ivith
this people and giviing Ihim a powerful influence in their affairs. The
J-Iahtatees, a terrible horde of marauders, came pouiingw dowyn upon
the wvestern Bechwanas, whio, if drivena back, wvould have no option
but to perishi in the foodless and -%aterleçs wastes of the Kalahari.
Thie people *w~epaniio-striekcen. The dreadeud enemy drew nearer
every day. And stili nothing definite was kznown of thieir purpose
or strengt. MoffaL, choosing a few companions, plunged into the
ivilderncss, and after perils innumerable (seeing ninie lions in one day)
accomplishied his purpose and hiastened back and warnied the people,
and ronsed thiem to action, and gave such advice, and exercised sucli
stLrategy and commiaindingc ability as resulteýx in saving the peopià2 froin.
destruction. Ilis forethiouglit, coolniess, courage, and sagacity excited
the admiration even. of thiese savages, and led the grateful people almost
te worsluip him.

From thlis time on tlic mission briglitened and tie influence of the
Moffats ieed nddend. Mrs. Moffat writes home to lier
father about tlîis time:

"ýTo ]uear of the steady and growving piety of these sable éldren. of .Adamn,
toge(-r with the increase of Divine knowledge in the minds of others,

illust be reviving te the lîwarts of ail who love the cause, but especiafly to
such -as are se tlearly conný--et 'ith this mission as your.sel-f. Our gracieOus
God lias been very condesc(*nding te spare the lives of lk, iwortliy ser-
vants te witness somne fruits of ixuissionary labor-a felicity -%e f requently
despaircd of enjoying -ia this lower world, where crosses and disitppoint-
nients seeined to forin so large a proportion in our cup. We now often
wish you could be Nvith us, te -%vitness for yourself -%vlat we see....
The co(nverts- are going on well, and though the general comnmotion in the

nuids f te popl las in a great, nieLsure subsided, -ve have solid reason
te believe that tiiere are nia iy persons wlue are tue subjects of an abiding
conviction of their position as sinners before God, and aie lutwcutn
and diligent use of the nieans of grace, wliich we doubt not will be cietual
thirough the Spirit in leading tliemi to the Savieur of sinners. The Spirit of
God lias comenced His opterations,, and surely ite wull go on."

We hiave not space te foflow Moffat throughi the lo11g and fruitul1
years of luis toil and saerifice among this pueý ?le, lier te describe his
nianifold labors in the wvide field oif Sout>lucr Af ic exploration, civihi-
zation and ýChristianiz.ation; ilor luis iiutercourse with and iniflulence OUI the carcer of David Livingstonc, whlo xnarried his d-aughiter Mary; nor
yet his great -work ini the matter of Bible tm~nslatiou aud the circulation
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