1888.] BIOGRAPHY OF MOFFAT. 2

“We prayed and hoped that a good season would thoroughly conviiue
them that the power of giving rain belonged only to God, but He whose
footsteps are in the sea has been pleased to order it otherwise. The season
has been so dry as to destroy their corn, except 2 little which happened to
be sown on ground a little marshy, Nothing, however, has been said as to
the cause of the drought. We continue on friendly terms with them,
though we have also much to suffer, especially from thieves, who pester us
on all sides.”

God chose his own methods of bringing his servant into favor with
this people and giviug him a powerful influence in their affairs. The
Niantatees, a terrible horde of marauders, came pouiing down upon
the western Bechwanas, who, if driven back, would have no option
but to perish in the foodless and waterless wastes of the Kalahari.
The people were panic-stricken. The dreaded enemy drew nearer
every day. And still nothing definite was known of their purpose
or strength, Moffat, choosing a few companions, plunged into the
wilderness, and after perils innumerable (seeing nine lions in one day)
accomplished his purpose and hastened back and warned the people,
and roused them to action, and gave such advice, and exercised such
strategy and commanding ability as resulted in saving the people from
destruction. His forethought, coolaess, courage, and sagucity excited
the admiration even of these savages, and led the grateful peoplealmost
to worship him.

From this time on th2 mission brigatened and the influence of the
Moffats widened and deepened. Mrs. Moffat writes home to her
father about this time :

«To hear of the steady und growing piety of these sable children of Adam,
rogether with the increase of Divine knowledge in the minds of others,
must be reviving to the hearts of all who love the cause, but especially to
such as are so nearly connected with this mission as yourself. Our gracious
God has been very condescending to spare the lives of His unworthy ser-
vants to witness some fruits of missionary labor—a felity we frequently
despaired of enjoying in this lower world, where crosses and disappoint-
ments seemed to form so large a proportion in our cup. 'We now often
wish you could be with us, to witness for yourself what we see. . . .
The converts are going on well, and though the general commotion in the
minds of the people has in a great meusure subsided, we have solid reason
to believe that there are maay persons who are the subjects of an abiding
conviction of their position as sinners before God, and are in the constant
and diligent use of the means of grace, which we doubt not will be effectual
through the Spirit in leading them to the Saviour of sinners. The Spirit of
God has commenced His operations, and surely He will go on.™

We have not space to follow HMoffat through the long and fruitful
years of his toil and sacrifice among this pei ple, nor to deseribe his
manifold labors in the wide ficld of Southern Africa exploration, civili-
zation and Christianization; nor his intercourse with and influcnee on
the carcer of David Livingstone, who married his daughter Mary; nor
yet his great work in the matter of Bible translation and the circulation
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