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THE COPTIC ELEMENT
IN LANGUAGES 0F THE INDO.EUROPEAN FAMILY.

DY TU1E REV. JOUX CAMPB3ELL, 31A., TORONTO.

.Read before the Canadian iu.tjtute, Febrizary, 1Oti, 1872.

Professer Max Miiller -%isely holds that the classification of races
and of languages should bc quite independont of eaeh other'. By
this ho means that the qcience of language in its classificatory stage
and that of ethnoloegy in the samo should net lie mixed up together
by the student of both. Hie does not, and cannot, inean that we are
mot te expect to find intimate and important relations subsisting lie-
.twveen the two classifications. If it bie true that thora are clearly
defined species of è nankind, it is exccedingly probable thtat there are
corresponding elcarly defined faimilles of language. .A innltiplicity
of protoplasts must, of nocessity, imply varions beginnings of speech.
If again wo favour the dcvelopment theory ini connection with tho
enrgin of the huinan race, wve are almost compelled te adopt a similar
theory ini regard to the enigin of language; and the classification,
-which proceeds upon subsequent development, -%vil lie as applicable
to the one as te the other. Finally, supposing that theory te be the
truc one whieh finds in the human race ne wvell marked specica, but
a number of varieties sbading into one another by -almost impercep-
tible differences, and defying anything like a scientifie classificat$on,
xnay we flot lawfully look for something ef the sasse kind ini the do-
miain of that purely human faculty-speech? Prefessor Max Mü!iller
is a finin believer in the common enigin of mankind, and has demon-
strated the pessibiity of a comraon origin of language; yet hoe is
disposed to, dra-w very distinct lines hetween groups of langnages, and
te threw very far back into the paut the tisse ef their relative diver-
gence frema the simplest fermn of articulate speech.

Varlous attempts have been made te, forin a general classification
of languages. Friedrichi Sehiegel divided them into two classes; the
fcrst of which Ildenotes the secendary intentions of meaning by an
internal. alteratien of the sound of the root by inflection," and ceom-
prises the languages of the Indo-Eurepean, family. The second, in-
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