
01IRISTIAN EIITAPIIS OP

VIII. MÎSCELIJANEOUS.

(a) The most. ancient dated epitapli 89.
(See Pinte IV, 3.)

(lit Mris. Lateran.;b De Rossi, n. 1.)

[A3ug(ustas) Vespasiano M' Consule.-Jan(uarias.)

«I-- before the Calends (?) of August, in the third donsulship of Vespa'
sian" («. eC. U1 A.D.) 'l before the Calends of January."

1hîs fragment lias been received as a part of a Christian epitaph by
Reggi, Marini, and De Rossi. It is the most ancient of ail sucli that
bear dates. The chief grounds on 'wbicli it bas been regarded as Christian
are that the slab is of the saine kind as those used to close the tomb
in the (latacombs, and that it bad adhering to it the mortar by which
suci slabs were fixed in their places. To these grounds De Rossi lias
made an important addition, by his reading IAN as Januarias, tIns
showing that tlie stone closed a locus bisorwus, containing the bodies
of one wlio bad died-before tbe CaIends [?] of August, and of another
who had died'-before the Calends of January.

In the year 71 Vespasian was Consul for the third turne, with Cocceius
Nerva as bis coilengue. On the Ist of Marci or April lie resigned the
office, and, on tlie lst of JuJy, L. Flavius Fimbria and Attilius Bar-
barus were mnade consules suffecti. The year tIen is marked liere, as
in otier Christian epitapbs, flot by the naines of tlie suffecti, but by
tliat of one of tlie ordiarli.

(b) Unexplained numerals90

N-XXX- SVRA ET SEiNEC - COSS-
(E cocnu't. tucinS;, De Rossi1, n. 2.)

P-,X Sura et Seneedone Consulilrns.

,"li tiue Consulship of Sura and Senecio," i. e. 10'7 A. i).

*The numeral III is oznitted after SVRA and Il after SENEO. See
De Rossi's note.

I bave flot atternpted to translate Il N -XXX -," as their meaning
is unknown. The interpretation that lias been generally received is
that they stand for numero XXX, indicating tînt martyrs were
buried there in number thirty. This view baq been taken by Visconti,
Cavedoni, -Raoul Rocliette, and Wisemann. Roestel also assents, but
regards the inscription as commemorative of a past age. De Rossi


