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TABLE OF RETURNS MADE TO TEMPERANCE CONVENTION,
FEBRUARY, 1836,
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+ Taverns and Stores.

* Wine is excluded in the pledge of these Societics.

The foregoing Table is a condensed review of
the various reports made to tho_Commmee,
showing in round numbers about 4500 rembers
of the Temperance Society in the Districts from
which Reports have been received. We would,
huwever, not be dolng justice to these reports,
if we did not notice, that they very generally
state the improvement caused by the ‘Temperance
Society to be much greater than the mere list of
their Membera would indicate. For instar}ce,
the Godmanchester report says: ¢ our Society
oxerts a salutary influence upon these who are
opposed to our mode of operation. Great num.
bers of whom dispense with the use of ardent

spirits upon almost all occasion, (such as bees,
raisings, &c.) in order to convinco ns that they
can live soberiy without tho aid of the Temper.
ance Suciety ; thus bearing involuntary testimo.
ny to the excelivnce of our principles. ‘I'ho
Longueuil report says: *tthat even thoss who
refuse to join the Socicty, admit that there has
oeen a great improvement in tho morals of the
neighborhood since jts formation.”

The Dunham, Georgeville and Eaton Socie.
ties say, that the improvement in the morals and
happiness of the community has been very great
indeed, and realised their fondest anticipations.

The CTompton Socioty estimates the annual

eonsumption of arden! spirits at its formatien, et
€000 gallons; and the present consumption at
1800 gallons. The report from Bolion estimates
the quantities as follows, consumption at forma.
tion 2000 gallons, and now 500 galions. The
Yomaska Sociely says, that not more than one.
tenth of the ardent spirits is consumed now thas
used to be fermerly ; the Huntingdon Society
ostimatos the decroase to be from 5000 galions
formerly, 10 1500 now; the Frolighsburgh ra.
porC estimes the decreaso at 19 out of 20 pun.
cheons, which used to be zonsumed; and the
greater part of tho Township Societies present
similar results.

A number of the Socicties sate that thoy
have not adopted tha total abstinence pledge
yet, though many of their members act upon
that principle.  ‘T'he f.3 Chute Society Bays, ‘50
much remuuns to bo accomplished, that we aro
about toadopt the total abstinones plodge, which
we have no deubt will pass by a large majority,
at our next meeting”  And scveral other ro.
ports mention an intention to adopt this plodge.

Some Sociotics report a good nany drunkards
reclaimed, ard more saved who were fast verg.
ing towards intemperance. ‘The Eaton report,
after mentioning the case of several confirmed
drunkards who have been reclaimed, says, *in.
deed it cannot he doubted, that 3 large number
have been saved from drunkenness by ceasing to
walk in the path whicl leads to it.”" Other So.
cietics, however, among which is that of La.
prairie, complain that they bave not been very
successful in reclaiming drunkards, which they
attribute tothoir not excluding fermented liquors
in their pledge.

From many of the Societics no returns of
drunkards reclaimed have been made ; the num.
ber mentioned, by those which have made re.
turns, of confirmed drunkarda who hava been
reclaimed is 84.

Wo have now briefly noliced the principst
facts meationad in the reports ; mény of which
comsplain of unliconsed Taverns—and of Store-
keepers, who against the wishes of the better
part of the commwunity, continus to bring ardent
spirits into their districts, therehy pandering to
tho evil propensities of the worst part of the
population. The complaint of backwardness on
the part of many, who from their sitaation in
life, should be the best friends of the Society, is
also of frequent recurrence.

Wo shall oaly farther remark, that the great
number of Tavernslicensed 1n the City, Villages
and Canadian Parishos, appears to us a melan.
choly proof of the prevalonce of Spirit drinking.
And wo sincerely hope the ncxt annual report
may show a great improvement in this, as well
as all other respects



